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Notes from the Dean 
Constance Ford, Administrator of Classical School 
 
Dear Classical Families –  
 
The month of April has been filled with many school activities, staff training, and lots of 
learning for our students. We started the month with staff development training in which our 
teachers had the opportunity to spend some concentrated time together, working on our 
curricular and program needs.  We also had a visit by this year’s high school seniors who 
graduated from Classical School four years ago. It was wonderful to see all of them and to 
hear firsthand of their plans for the future.  We also enjoyed the opportunity to hear from them 
about their high school experiences and how well prepared they were (or weren’t) for high school after leaving Classical.  
Students in attendance represented East, West, and North High Schools.  We were happy to hear that the students strongly 
agreed that Classical gave them an excellent educational foundation and base to take into high school. We also received 
some good feedback on a few areas where they thought we could improve as well as heard their suggestions on how 
students can continue to build and make new friendships in high school.   
 
With just a little over a month left of the school year, each classroom is busy with its curriculum and activities.  After three 
quarters of school, the students have their routines in place; our kindergartners are now readers; our primary students are 
able to finish math facts with greater speed; our seventh graders can open their locker combinations in no time at all – 
without even looking!  The younger students have more confidence with transitions and morning goodbyes with mom and 
dad, and our eighth graders are beginning to look like high schoolers! 
 
The month of April brought a number of exciting programs and events to our school.  Here is a snapshot of our past month 
and what’s to come in May and June… 
 
School Essay Contest ï Essays for our school-sponsored contest for students in grades 2 – 8 were due by April 8

th
.  We 

had a great number of entries again this year and appreciated all of the support from parents who encouraged their children 
to participate.   Winners will be notified by May 14

th
.  The top (gold) place winner from each of the three categories will also 

read their essays at the all-school assembly on May 28
th

.   
 
Opera for the Young – The Opera for the Young group performed the opera Rusalka in April.  The score was adapted from 

Antonin Dvorkak  by Jeffrey Sykes, and the libretto was adapted by OFY’s artistic director, Diane Garton Edie.  The students 
in grades K – 8 enjoyed the performance.  Congratulations are extended to Mrs. Lindsay’s students who performed on stage 
as the Creatures of the Reef.    
 
Parent Advisory Council Representatives for 2010-2011 – At the April Advisory Council meeting, Ann Gilboa and Jenny 
Ho were voted as parent representatives for next year’s Advisory Council.   
 
All-Strings Festival ï Congratulations to teacher, Patti Wilson, and her 5

th
 – 8

th
 grade strings students on their performance 

at the Performing Arts Center on April 13the for the Appleton Area School District’s annual all-strings festival! 
 
Tornado Awareness – Last week we practiced our second tornado drill of the school year during the state-wide drill.  The 
students and staff did a wonderful job during the drill and we feel appropriately prepared in the event of a real tornado.   
 
MAP Testing – MAP testing began in April and will go through the first week of May.  Students in grades 2 – 8 participate in 
the MAP testing each spring in the areas of reading and math.  Please watch for MAP test results next month.   
 
Knowledge-a-thon – Our Knowledge-a-thon fundraiser was a tremendous success again this year!  Coordinator, Jenny Ho, 

and her team worked endless hours over the past couple months.  In fact, many of the prizes your students selected were 
handmade by Jenny!  We are looking forward to collecting the pledges.  Jenny will provide an update on our total amount 
raised in the May Classical Columns along with notes of thanks to all of our wonderful volunteers! 

 

 

  



Spring Fling Costume Dance – We held a spring costume dance on the evening of April 23
rd

 (the same day as our 
Knowledge-a-thon).  Students were invited to wear their KAT costumes or other costumes for the event.  Many thanks are 
extended to Ranae Sommers, Jodie Larsen, and Tim Tarr for their work at organizing the event.  A great time was had by all! 
 
Cinco de Mayo – On Wednesday, May 5

th
, our students will be celebrating cinco de mayo!  Students will be asked to dress 

in red, green, and white for the day (colors of the Mexican flag).  We will also be celebrating with cascarones (confetti-filled 
eggs) during lunch recesses.  Sra. Lariviere has organized a Latin dance show for the afternoon at 1:45pm in the Forum.  
She will be performing, along with other professional and expert dancers.  We also have some students in grades 5 – 7 who 
will be helping with the show.  At the end of the day, each of the students will be treated to a Mexican treat in their 
homerooms.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH to our parents who have helped by donating cascarones, treats, or who are 
planning to be here to help with cascarones.  We appreciate it! 
 
Staff Appreciation Week – During the week of May 3

rd
 – 7

th
, we will be celebrating National Teacher Appreciation Week 

and will be honoring and celebrating all of our teaching and non-teaching staff.  We appreciate our coordinator, Sarah Roe, 
and all of the work she has been doing to plan for the week.  Classical School has such generous and gracious parents.  Our 
staff appreciates so much all that you do to help our school and for each of them individually. 
 
Upcoming Concerts ï On May 4

th
 our 4

th
-8

th
 grade strings students and 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade choir students will be holding their 

spring concert at 7:30pm in the Forum. The 6
th
 – 8

th
 grade band students will perform in their concert at 7:30pm on May 13th, 

also in the Forum.   
 
Next BoxTops Drive – We will be holding our next BoxTops drive the week of May 10

th
 – 14

th
.  Jamie Corbett has done a 

tremendous job coordinating BoxTops this year and we’re very grateful for all of her work.  Thank you also to those of you 
who have helped on her committee and to all of our parents who are saving BoxTops throughout the school year.  It’s much 
appreciated! 
 
New Kindergartners – We will be welcoming our new 2010-2011 kindergartners on May 12

th
 for kindergarten visitation and 

orientation from 9 – 10am.  The students will also have their kindergarten placement tests in math and reading on May 20
th

.   
 
Yearbooks – Yearbooks will go home at the end of the school day on Tuesday, June 1

st
.   

 
7

th
/8

th
 Grade Awards Program and 8

th
 Grade Graduation – We will be graduating our ninth group of 8

th
 graders this 

school year!  The 8
th

 grade graduation will be held on the evening of Tuesday, June 1
st
, following the 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade award 

program which will begin at 7:00pm in the Forum.  This event is open to our full school so please feel free to join us, even if 
you do not have a 7

th
 or 8

th
-grade student.   

 
Quarter 4 and Semester 2 Report Cards – Report cards for Quarter 4 and Semester 2 (elementary art, music, and P.E. 
and elementary personal skills) will be sent home on Thursday, June 3

rd
. 

 
Kindergarten Graduation – Our kindergarten graduation program will be held from 1:45 – 2:45pm in the Forum on 

Wednesday, June 2nd. 
 
Last Day of School – This year, our elementary students and our 7

th
/8

th
 grade students will end school on different days.  

The 7
th

 and 8
th

 graders’ last day will be Thursday, June 3rd, with dismissal for the year at 11:50am.  The elementary students 
will be dismissed for the year at 9:23am on Friday, June 4

th
.   

 
Keyboarding Software for Home – We have copies of Mavis Beacon Teaches Typing (Version 18 for ages 8 and up) 
available through our library to any of our families who would like to check out the software for home use with their children.  
Version 18 delivers lessons and games that will help you improve your typing skills and also keep track of your progress.  
With 10 games, over 250 lessons, and age-appropriate lesson content, this software has skill-building fun for the entire 
family.  And with detailed progress tracking down to the individual key, you’ll be able to track your speed and accuracy down 
to the letter. 
 
Following Your Child’s Curriculum – The Core Knowledge Sequence lists the curriculum that your children are learning at 

Classical each year from grades K – 8.  The Sequence is divided by grade level and subject.  I highly recommend that each 
of our parents has a copy of it if at all possible. I have purchased book copies for our parents that you can purchase through 
the office for just $5 (while supplies last).  If it is more convenient, you may send a check to the office and we can send the 
book home with your child.  The Sequence is also available online now for free at the Core Knowledge website 
(www.coreknowledge.org).  It is nearly 300 pages to print, so you may find it more convenient (and cheaper) to purchase the 
book copy at school.    
 
Staffing for Next School Year – Classical School has had very few changes in staffing for next school year.  We are 

expecting some changes in a couple of areas, such as some of our music classes, but not many overall.  We will update 
everyone in August as to any staffing changes for next school year.  
 
Happy May! – As we finally welcome the springtime, I wish you each a lovely month of May and Happy Mother’s Day to our 

wonderful Classical School mothers!   

http://www.coreknowledge.org/


Notes from the Board             
 

Reflections on the Past Year 
 
As we draw closer to the end of our eleventh year of operation, the CCSA 
Board would like to express thanks to Dean Ford, all of our wonderful staff 
members, superb students, and amazing families who have made this year a 
successful one. We feel privileged to be associated with Classical school, 
where the students are taught the stimulating and challenging Core Knowledge curriculum.  We are fortunate to 
have dedicated teachers and staff who serve as excellent role models and leaders to our students in their 
studies and activities.  Many of our staff members put in long hours outside of the school day to help in a variety 
of ways and we appreciate them greatly. We would like to thank our generous and devoted parents for all the 
support that you provide as we work together to give our students a solid and excellent educational base. 
 
The numerous volunteers who have contributed their time to Classical School have made such a difference in 
the lives of our students.  Your efforts are essential for us to be able to provide some of the special activities and 
clubs that our students enjoy. Because of the help of our volunteers, we are able to offer a variety of 
enhancements to our program. Our volunteers help us by providing support to students who need extra 
academic support. They also run fundraisers that have provided additional things such as the Time for Kids 
weekly magazines to keep students up-to-date with current events; A number of our classrooms have been 
equipped this year with Elmo projectors and Interwrite Boards that we were able to purchase with our 
Knowledge-a-thon funds.  Our fundraisers have helped with programs and activities such as Opera for the 
Young; Lego League, Destination Imagination, Science Olympiad, and so much more. By getting involved in 
school activities, you are making an excellent investment in your child’s future and in the future of all students at 
our school.  This investment of your time will have a far greater payoff than any other investment portfolio that 
you may own.  Thank you for all the support you provide through the volunteer time that you commit to the 
school.  
 
In addition to our rigorous curriculum, we also have numerous activities and clubs that run throughout the year. 
Following are some of the wonderful activities that have taken place during this year:  
 
× We held a wonderful science fair for our 7

th
 and 8

th
 grade students and the event was a huge success! 

The students did a phenomenal job organizing their displays and presenting them to the judges and 
visitors.  We are sure you enjoyed all the exhibits.   

 
× We’d like to congratulate Spanish teacher, Señora Lariviere, on the award she received at Concordia 

Language Villages for five years of participation at the camp.   
 
× The Classical School FIRST Lego League teams, 7th grade team won the project award. 

 
× As part of a Youth Appreciation project, the Appleton Noon Optimist Club of Appleton honors Eighth 

Grade students for their accomplishments. Congratulations to Leah was selected for the honor this year 
. 
× Two Classical students (John  and Elise ) took first place and runner-up/alternate in the CESA 6 

Regional Spelling Bee. John advanced to the state spelling bee. 
 

× We held another successful Knowledge-a-thon this year and can’t thank enough our dedicated KAT 
Committee, led by parent volunteer, Jenny Ho.  Numerous Classical parents and staff worked hard on 
this year’s event. 

 
× Nine Classical students competed in the Regional Science Olympiad competition at the University of 

Wisconsin – Oshkosh for the Wisconsin Science Olympiad. Six of the Classical Olympians earned 2
nd

 
place honors which catapulted the team to qualify for the state competition in Madison.  At the state 
competition on April 10

th
, our team brought home several medals! 

 
× Classical School had 37 sixth, seventh, and eighth graders participate in Forensics this year Our 

Forensics Team performed wonderfully at the Level I Forensics Meet at Little Chute Middle School, and 
all groups were invited back for the Level II Meet a few weeks later.  Classical groups achieved 11 firsts 
at the Level II meet in the following areas: Readers Theater, Play-Acting, Prose Interpretation.  



 
× Congratulations to Classical School's Destination Imagination teams for competing in the 2010 regional 

tournament. The Navy Men placed 5th place with their creative invention and excellent team work. The 
K, 1st grade and the 2nd grade teams earned ribbons and a trophy for their creativity, team work and 
presentation skills as well. 

 
× Our community building events continued throughout the year, as family fun was had by all at events 

such as Fall Fest, Family Game Night, and the Spring Fling Costume dance.   
 
× Our Student Council sponsored food drive for the St. Joseph Food Pantry; collected pennies for the 

Pennies for Peace program; sponsored Family Game Night and the Have-a-Heart campaign; promoted 
Random Acts of Kindness Week; and sponsored a donation drive for the Emergency Shelter! 
 

× Box–Tops, Market Day, Inkjet cartridges, Campbell Soup Labels, Target’s Take Charge of Education 
program, Lands’ End clothing, and Milk Caps continue to be an excellent way to generate financial 
support for Classical School activities. 

 
× Our wonderful Staff Appreciation Committee lets our staff know how much they are valued throughout 

the school year. 
 
× Thirty-five students traveled to Concordia Language Village for a Spanish language immersion 

weekend. 
 
× Thirteen eighth-grade students are about to depart in June on our final Spanish immersion trip to Costa 

Rica. 
 

× A large number of students in grades 2 – 8 participated in the school-sponsored essay contest.  This 
year’s theme focused on the Core Knowledge sayings and phrases.  

 
× We had a year filled with opportunities for our students to participate in clubs and after-school activities 

such as:   
  
Battle of the Books 
Destination Imagination   
First Lego League   
Forensics   
Kids Stage    
Math Club   

Mythology Club    
Salsa Club   
Ski Club  
Solo and Ensemble  
Tennis Club   
Thomas Jefferson Garden Club 

 
× Sixty-nine 7

th
/8

th
 grade Classical students participated in AASD athletic activities.  

 
× Forty-seven eighth graders are about to graduate Classical School. This year’s class will be our ninth 

graduating class! 
 
We are very proud of everything our school has accomplished this year!   As we draw closer to the end of the 
school year, the CCSA Board wishes you all a happy, healthy and relaxing summer!  

All Classical School library books must be returned 
before May 20

th
.  Thank you! 

 



 

NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS   
 

Knowledge-a-thon 2010! 
A HUGE thank you goes to the Knowledge-A-Thon Committee.  Committee members include: Jennifer Ho 
(chair), Annie Gilboa, Jennifer Peterson, Dave Brosman, Jim Coenen, Chris Danz, Shawn Tassone, and Donald 
Lotton.  Fundraising by showcasing our students' knowledge is a wonderful way to celebrate Classical School 
and raise money used for classroom allocations and program enhancements.  Thanks also to Kent Schweitzer 
and the rest of our staff for their efforts in putting together the questions and for helping prepare the students.  
Thank you to the students for all of their hard work!  Finally, thank you to all parents for supporting your children 
and Classical School. 
 

AASD School Fees for  2010-2011 
Full-day Kindergarten $30; 1

st
 - 6

th
 Grade $30; 7

th
 - 8

th
 Grade  $40 

REMINDER: Middle School Activity Fees*:$40 per activity; $120 student yearly cap; $160 family cap**Joint 
middle and high school family cap of $250      
  

Morning Traffic Volunteer Needed 
The Classical School Traffic/Safety Crew is looking for an adult volunteer to help direct parking lot traffic at 
Classical School on Tuesday and Wednesday mornings.  If you are able to help, please contact Dave Brosman 
or Donald Lotton.  THANK YOU for helping to keep our students safe. 
 

Does Your Child Owe Any Library or Textbook Fines? 
Please note that students who owe book fine money will not receive their yearbooks until all fines have been 

paid in full.  Thanks! 
 

Hot Lunch Charges 
The end of school is fast approaching!!  Please note that the last day that your student will be able to 
charge his or her hot lunch is May 7th.  No charges will be allowed for lunch after that date.  If you 
would like to find out your child’s lunch balance, please send Mrs. Verhagen a note requesting the 
balance information, or call her at 997-1399 ext. 3376.  Remember, positive balances on your child’s 
account will carry over into next school year.  If you are taking hot lunch, your money needs to be 

submitted at the beginning of the school day.  We will not accept money from students in the lunch line.   
 

Student Classroom Placement at Classical School 
Please note that Classical School does not accept requests for specific teachers by parents for their children for 
the following reasons:  
 

Ç It is logistically impossible to honor everyone’s request because of the sheer number of requests in addition to the 
imbalances they would create.  It is important, for example, to have good gender balance and balance of aptitude in 
classrooms.   

 
Ç It is important to consider the morale of the teachers. Some teachers might be highly requested for reasons that 

have nothing to do with their effectiveness as teachers.  Indeed, we have very high regard for the ability, character, 
and knowledge of all of our teachers.   

 
Ç The distinctive effectiveness of our school is not driven by the individual style or personality of the teachers, but by 

the curriculum.  Of course, individual teachers bring their own unique strengths and variety to the delivery of the 
curriculum; however, they work in a highly integrated “teamwork” environment where curricular expectations are 
clear to everyone.  Teachers depend on each other to bring the children to mastery before moving to the next grade 
and build on each other’s work through the skill-level groupings.  As in the rest of life, school is an opportunity to 
grow through interaction with all different styles and personalities.  
 

Ç Classroom placement is a task that our staff takes very seriously.  We want the process to be fair for parents, 
children, and teachers.  We want it to be efficient and effective.  We want to honor the input of parents as well as 
living and working together in an atmosphere that fosters trust, mutual support, and a spirit of service to one 
another.  

 



NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS   
 
Instrumental Music Instruction at School 
 
There have been many articles in magazines and newspapers citing the educational advantages of playing a 
musical instrument.  Both sides of the brain’s abilities are augmented.  Research has found that a person’s 
mathematical and reading skills are greatly enhanced as are other critical thinking skills.  It also promotes 
concentration and persistence. 

 
The earlier a child begins a musical instrument the longer the experience fosters the brain’s development.  The 
piano, which provides a most basic foundation in the musical skills of rhythm and note reading, is an excellent 
instrument for the child to begin learning to play.  Besides the use of the creative and logical sides of the brain, it 
also helps to promote small muscle motor skills.  These various skills give an edge in learning and when 
beginning instruction on a musical instrument in the future.  At our school, the string program begins in the 
fourth grade and the band program is available at the sixth grade level.  A student can begin in either program 
without a piano background.  However, due to the dual nature of the percussion instruments (drums and bells), 
it is required that those who are interested in percussion have at least two years of piano instruction. 
 
We hope you and your child will consider participating in either of these programs.  Be aware of any information 
sent home at the fourth or sixth grade level when the school year begins. 

 

From the Band Department ~Mr. Schneider 

 

 There are two summer band opportunities we want to bring to your attention.  
The first is a small group lesson program that runs from June 14-25 and July 5-
16.  Lessons can be scheduled at either Einstein Middle School or Madison 
Middle School.  The cost is $10.00 for the entire four week program.  
Applications are due May 14, 2010.  This program is open to students entering 
grade 7-8 next fall. 

 

 The other offering is a one week Band Camp at North High School; Aug. 2-6, 8:30am-2:15pm.    Camp 
fee is $20.00.  Applications are due May 19, 2010.  In the past we’ve had up to 150 students participate 
and divided them into two bands of equal ability.  The band director is Mr. Jim Thaldorf (North High).  He 
is assisted by ten instructors who are local band directors and private instructors.  This program is open 
to students entering grade 7-9 next fall with a minimum of two years of formal instruction on their 
instrument.  On Friday morning, August 6, the students perform a recital featuring their instrumental 
sections of the bands; after lunch a concert is presented featuring both concert bands. 

 
Your child can get an application from Mr. Schneider, or you may download an application on the district web 
site:  www.aasd.k12.wi.us > for students (left column) > summer school > 2010 course offerings.  Scroll down to 
Appleton Summer School Camps, click on Band for the North Band camp application, click on Music Lessons 
for the 5 week lesson program. We’ll see you at the spring concert on Thursday, May 13, 2010! 
 

Summer Reading with the Appleton Public Library 
 
Children’s Summer Reading Program begins May 24, 2010 
Do you want to have the traveling Reader’s Cup Trophy at Classical School?  Sign up for the summer reading 
program and help Classical win the traveling Reader’s Cup Trophy in 2010.  The school with the highest 
percentage of students participating in the reading program wins. 
 
Kindergarten, Here I Come 
A special program that emphasizes vowels and vowel sounds for children aged 5 who will attend kindergarten in 
Fall 2010.  Class meets daily from 10:00 – 10:45 a.m., the week of August 2 – 6.  Registration is limited and 
begins May 24th. 

 
 

http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/


NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS  (Continued) 
 

Now that warmer weather is here, please review dress code 
guidelines… 
 
 
We take pride in the appearance in our students.  How students act is often affected by what they wear.  
Students are expected to dress appropriately in clean, well-fitting clothing appropriate for the weather.  This 
makes them feel more comfortable about school and increases their chances of being successful students 
ready to learn. 
 
Students dress or attire must adhere to the following minimum standards. The standards maintained align with 
the BOE approved policy 443.1, June 1999 found in the family district handbooks. 
 

 Students may not wear scanty/revealing clothing.  Examples of these items include but are not limited 
to tube tops, halter tops, backless tops, strapless tops, spaghetti straps, and clothing that expose the 
midriff and/or undergarments.  

 

 Students must wear shoes/appropriate footwear in and around the school at all times.  
 

 Students are not allowed to wear head gear in the school building.  Removing a person’s hat when 
entering a building is a well-established sign of respect in our country and one that will be reinforced in 
our schools.  Examples of head gear include but are not limited to hats, caps, and bandanas.  

 

 No garments that advertise alcohol, alcohol establishments, tobacco products, or other drugs may be 
worn.  

 

 No attire with messages or symbols that include profanity, violent or sexual language/actions, or 
inappropriate subject matter is allowed to be worn in the school buildings.  

 

 Any attire or accessory which by its design, use or intended use, could cause bodily harm, property 
damage, or intimidation to other persons, may not be worn.  Examples of these items include but are 
not limited to chains, leather straps, pet collars, and spikes.  

 

 No attire with any gang related purpose is allowed.  
 

 Jackets, coats, and gloves must be removed at the student’s locker/hallway hook area.  Any such items 
may not be worn around the building during school hours.  

 
Body markings or tattoos that do not meet the above standards must be fully covered at all times. 
 
This policy is in force during the school day, in school vehicles, and at all school activities.  The wearing of outer 
garments and headwear will be permitted in school vehicles and at school activities when deemed appropriate 
by building administration. 
 
This list is not meant to be exhaustive; rather it is intended to provide some idea of acceptable dress. 
 
Since styles of clothing change rapidly, the administration reserves the right to restrict certain fashions that are 
inappropriate as well as interpret what is considered to be in poor taste or distracting to the learning 
environment.  Members of the staff will use their professional judgment when enforcing this policy. 
 
Authority of Administrators and Consequences for Violations: 
If there is a disagreement between students and/or parents and the staff regarding the appropriateness of 
clothing and body markings, administrator or his/her designee will review the situation and make a final 
decision.   
 

 
 



NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS  (Continued) 
 

3rd Annual Community Resource Fair & Family Fun Day 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS for the 3

rd
 annual Community Resource Fair and Family Fun Day, Thursday April 

29, 2010.  Take a family hike through the resource center, browse booths showcasing local community services, 
explore age appropriate games and activities located at outposts such as Baby Bend, Toddler Trail, Preschool 
Path and Library Lagoon, register for door prizes in the Family Forest and enjoy refreshments in the Call of the 
Wild Canteen.  Screening opportunities will be offered to families with young children, including developmental 
screenings for children ages 3 to 5 who are not yet in kindergarten, as well as vision and hearing screenings for 
children ages 4 and up.  The event is free of charge and open to all families with young children. 
 
Date/Time: Thursday, April 29, 2010 from 9:00 AM to 12:00 PM and 2:00 PM to 6:30 PM 
Location:  Family Resource Center Fox Cities, 1165 Appleton Road, Menasha, WI   

 

Classical School Store 
The Classical School Store will be open from 7:40-8:10am on Friday, May 6

th
.   

 
Classical Student Selected to Hockey Summer Camp 

Congratulations to 8th grade Jr. Gambler Goalie, James, for being chosen as one of the best 
players in the Central District to attend the 2010 USA Hockey Central District Development 
Camp.  The week long camp will be held this summer at Iowa State University and is designed 
for the experienced, highly motivated hockey player.  It will be headed up by several collegiate 
coaches and junior hockey coaches.  Approximately 90 players from this age level will come 
from Illinois, Wisconsin, Missouri, Iowa, Kansas, and Nebraska and will be narrowed down to 21 
players (two of them goalies) to represent the Central District at the USA Hockey National 

Development Camp to be held later in the summer in Rochester, NY.  Good luck James! 

 
Thank you, Classical Parents, for … 
 
Providing Spring Conference Dinners 
 
The Classical School staff would like to extend their heartfelt appreciation to 
the following parents who contributed to the wonderful dinners that were 
provided during Spring Parent/Teacher conferences.  Everything was 
absolutely delicious! 
 
On March 19th: Sara Rademaker (Coordinator), Amy Griffin, Kathy Diedrich, 
Sarah Freimuth, Soo Padilla, Theresa Rosenquist, Gayatri Mohite, Jamie 
Lyons, Barb Rath, and Sarah DeBruin. 
 
On March 22nd: Jenny Ho (Coordinator).  Thank you to all of the 7

th
 and 8

th
 

grade families who sent donations for the pizza meal!   
 

On March 24th: Annie Gilboa (Coordinator), Jennifer Lemke, Jenette Syring, Hilary Webster, Susan 
Duesterhaus, Becky VanCamp, Duyen Bagwell, Yunus Ali, Kathy Sina, Margie Lato, Lori Simon, Heidi Heuring, 
Elizabeth Bastic, Sharon Massing, Kathy Diedrich, Carrie Riley, and Jill Edwards. 
 

Providing Staff Treats 
 
Thank you to all of the parents of who provided the treats to the staff each month during the school year.  The 
treats looked and tasted amazing!! 



 

May 21st is  
Classical School  

Picnic Lunch  Day!  
 
Students m ay bring their lunch from home or eat a picnic hot lunch  
provided by Aramark Food Service.  The cost for K -6 grade students  
is $2.25, and $2.50 for  7 th / 8 th   grade students.   
 
If your child would like to eat the picnic lunch on May 21 st, he/she  
should si mply order hot lunch during regular morning lunch  
count in his/her homeroom on the day of the picnic.   Please note  
that this is a change from previous years when we requested  
preorder ed meals . 
 
As with regular hot lunch meals, the cost of the picnic lunc h will be  
 deducted from the studentðs hot lunch account, or you can send  
money to the office prior to May 21st in a labeled envelope if your  
child doesnðt have a balance in his/her hot lunch account. 
 

The Picnic Food choices are:  
 

 Watermelon  
 Petite Corn  
 Ice Cream Cup  
 Picklet Spear  

        AND  
 Peanut Butter & Jelly  

        OR  
 Hamburger with a bun  

  
*milk, condiments, and paper products included*  



CLUBS AND ACTIVITIES 

 

Science Olympiad 
On Saturday, April 10

th
, Classical sent eight Science 

Olympians to Madison to compete in the State Science 
Olympiad.  The team competed with over ninety high school 
and middle school teams.  Audrey and Bethany earned two 
sixth place medals each for their performance in two events 
and the pair netted a fourth place finish along with Nathan  and 
Andrew in the Pentathlon.  George  and Alex  returned from 
our state’s capitol  with a third place medal from the Can’t 
Judge a Powder chemistry event.  If you are going to be a 
sixth through ninth grader next year and are interested in 
joining Science Olympiad, please contact Coach Hans Nelson. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



FUNDRAISING CORNER  

 
BOX-TOPS Update (From Jamie Corbett, Coordinator) 
Greetings Classical Families!   The dates of our final Box Tops contest are May 
10-14. This will be our last contest of the 2009-10 school year, so let's put our 
best foot forward to finish up with the most Box-Tops this year! Please ask other 
family members or friends to collect for you over the next couple of weeks. We can do it! 
 
The students in the winning 7

th
/8

th
 grade class will each receive coupon books from Badger Sports Park. The 

students in the winning elementary class will each receive a free cone coupon from Tom’s Drive In.  
 
Lastly, thank you all to have helped with counting the Box-Tops for the contests. I could have not done this 
without you. You make a huge difference. Also, I will be looking for volunteers for the contest in May. Please 
contact me as soon as you know if you are able to help out. You can contact me via email: 
jamiereflex@yahoo.com or call me 832-8968.  Box-Tops clippings require a bit extra of time, but it is so worth it.  
I look forward to this contest. After the contest is completed, we will report the totals earned for this contest and 
for the whole year.   Thanks again!   

 

Knowledge-a-thon Thank You from the Coordinator! (Jenny Ho) 
First I would like to thank Dean Ford, Kathy Povolny, Linda Kemps, Kent Schweitzer, and the fabulous women 
that run the lunch program (Cynthia Verhagen, Ginny Ponczoch, and Tina Ottone), and the WONDERFUL 
teachers we have at Classical school. Without you KAT would have never have run so smoothly and 
successfully, and the kids would not have as much fun. So I thank you from the bottom of my heart. 
 
I also want to thank the following people that helped keep me grounded and helped me every step of the way: 
Annie Gilboa, Jennifer Peterson, Dave Brosman, Don Lotton, Jim Coenen, Shawn Tassone, Chris Danz, Linda 
Kemps, and Dean Ford. 
 
Despite the slow economy, the following local companies went above and beyond by donating KAT gifts and 
prizes to support Classical School’s KAT: 
 

Dental Associates, NJA Investments, Appleton Solar, Mad Dog Graphics, Maggie Moo's, Baskin 
Robbins, Happy Joe's Pizza, Panera Bread Co., Simple Simon, Appleton Cardiology Associates 
of Appleton,  Radiology Associates of Appleton,  Badger Sport Center, and Subway. 

 
A huge thank you to Dr.'s Bankhead and McDermott from Columbia Orthodontic in Columbia, IL. They 
donated toothbrushes for grades K-4 and Colgate donated toothpaste for grades K-4. 
 
I would also like to thank the wonderful parents that helped out during KATBonanza Week.  They are: 
 

Jennifer Peterson, Michelle Madson, Steve Vandenberg, Sarah Roe, Shauna Hotynski, Ranae 
Sommers, Cathy Pfister, Staci Evans, John Krupka, Duyen Bagwell, Heidi Winch, Tami 
Schneider, Jenette Syring, Joe Ornstein, Rick McKinney, Dave Brosman, Kristin Killian, Annie 
Gilboa, Kim Ritzow, Brett Schroeder, Amy Olvey, Michelle Vandenberg, Nancy Leschke, Amy 
Griffin, Farah Ahmad, and lastly KATHY WILKS for using all her connections to  ask parents to come 
help out. If I missed anyone I do apologize. 

 
I have to send out much thanks to the many families that donated orange juice and bottled water. I would like to 
thank the many volunteers that took time out of their schedule to come in and test our kids. Thanks to the 8th 
graders for testing the younger kids. 
 
Special thanks to Wendy Goldringer, Annie Gilboa, Jennifer Peterson, Duyen Bagwell and Staci Evans for 
tabulating every pledge sheet. 
 
I had a blast doing this for the school this year. I am very honored to be given so much help from the staff as it 
was my first year being totally in charge. My goal was to make the kids have fun and enjoy studying their 
questions. No matter the outcome I am very proud of our school, parents and students. I look forward to next 
year. Thank you all so much! 



FROM THE SCHOOL NURSE  

 
Attention, Parents of 5th Grade Students: New Immunization Requirements 
The Wisconsin immunization law was recently changed. Two different vaccine requirements were added. This 
change went into effect with the beginning of the 2008-2009 school year. Parents of current 5

th
 grade students 

are required to have their children vaccinated or claim a waiver before the fall semester. The new requirements 
are: 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis vaccine (Tdap); 2 doses of varicella (chickenpox) 
vaccine.  There are some exceptions to these requirements. If your child has already received any tetanus-
containing vaccine within the last 5 years, a Tdap is not required. If your child has had chickenpox disease, 

varicella (chickenpox) vaccine is not required. Please contact the school nurse if you have any questions. 

 

Attention, Parents of 8th Grade Students: New Immunization Requirements 
The Wisconsin immunization law was changed in 2008 to add a new vaccine requirement. Parents of current 
8th grade students are required to have their children vaccinated or claim a waiver before the 2010/11 fall 
semester. The new requirement is: 1 dose of tetanus, diphtheria and acellular pertussis vaccine (Tdap). There is 
an exception to this requirement. If your child has already received any tetanus-containing vaccine within 5 
years of entering 9th grade, a Tdap is not required. Inform the school office of the dates of new immunizations 
that your child receives. Please contact the school nurse if you have any questions. 
 

Children Need More Water When Playing in the Heat 

With summer approaching, it is important to remember that children become dehydrated very quickly when 
playing in the heat. Children don’t tolerate heat as well as adults because their bodies generate more heat 
relative to their size than adults do. Children are also not as quick to adjust to changes in temperatures that 
summer brings. Plus, children have more skin surface relative to their body size which means they lose more 
water through evaporation from the skin.  
 
Adults need to encourage children to drink water when playing in the heat. Kids tend to forget to drink when they 
are playing and need to be reminded. They usually don’t instinctively drink enough fluid to replace what their 
body loses. Muscle work of any kind causes the body to lose water through sweat. This is true even when 
swimming or playing in other cool environments.  
 
Dehydration is a very serious condition, especially in small children. Watch for signs of dehydration in your child: 

 Dry mouth, coated tongue, nausea, muscle cramps and pain, headache 

 Sunken eyes, clammy skin, throbbing heart 

 Decrease frequency of urination, dark urine (well hydrated urine is pale yellow) 

 More severe symptoms – shortness of breath, increase in body temperature, incoherence – seek 
medical help immediately. 

 
Here are some tips to help protect your children from the heat and dehydration: 

 Encourage children to drink fluids (a combination of water and sports drinks) before, during and after 
sports and activities. Drink 2 cups of fluid 2 hours before exercise to promote hydration. 

 Whether it is extremely hot or not, have your children drink on a schedule. Take water breaks every 15 
minutes during activity to drink at least ½ cup of water.  Dehydration begins before they are thirsty. 

 Plain cold water is absorbed most quickly by the body.  

 Flavored sport drinks may be more acceptable to children and they are okay if they don’t contain too 
much sugar (no more that 15-18 grams of carbohydrates per 8 ounces). Sport drinks do provide energy, 
sodium and potassium replacements to help sustain activity.  

 Avoid carbonated soft drinks and fruit juices. These may cause stomach upset 
due to the high sugar content. 

 Avoid caffeinated drinks as these can cause the body to lose more fluid (diuretic 
effect). 

 Make drinking fun by giving your child a squeeze bottle filled with a chilled 
beverage.  

 Wear loose-fitting, light-colored clothing to help promote heat loss. 

 Do strenuous activity in the early morning and late afternoon, evening. 
 
Have a safe, fun and healthy summer!!!!!! 



There’s Still Time to Sign Up 
for Summer School! 

 
 
 

All you have to do is fill out the registration form and 
send it in to school with your child. 

 
 

Are you looking for some WRITING PRACTICE for your 
child over the summer?  Creative Writing is your answer! 
 
 

Are you looking for some MATH ENRICHMENT for 
your 4

th
, 5

th
 or 6

th
 grader?  Money Smarts is your 

answer! Please note that we have opened up Money 
Smarts to students going into 6

th
 grade also! 

 
 

Are you looking for some READING ENRICHMENT for 
your child this summer?  Summer Book Lovers is your 
answer! 
 

 
Are you looking for something active for your child to 
do?  We have several classes that will get the kids 
outside and provide an opportunity for EXERCISE! 
 

 
Are you looking for an additional foreign language 
exposure for your child?  We have FRENCH to fill the 
bill!  

  

 
 



FIRST™ LEGO® LEAGUE (FLL) 

Now is the time to form teams for the 2010 FIRST™ Lego® League season! 

Can FIRST® LEGO® League Teams improve our quality of life? Through the 2010 Body Forward™ Challenge, 
9 to 14 year olds* will explore the cutting-edge world of Biomedical Engineering to discover innovative ways to 
repair injuries, overcome genetic predispositions, and maximize the body's 

First Lego League is an international program for 9 to 14 year olds created in partnership between FIRST (For 
Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology) and Lego Company. Check out their website for further 
information at http://www.firstlegoleague.org . 
 

Each team has 8 weeks, starting in September, to build mission models, build and program a robot to complete 
these missions and research a themed presentation. Teams compete at Regional tournaments (November) and, 
if successful, progress to the State Finals (December). 
 
FLL team members need to LOVE Legos, be comfortable with basic oral presentations, be imaginative and 
creative. We work with engineering concepts, basic computing, research and presentation. Teams meet one to 
two times a week and more as the tournaments approach. Parental involvement is essential. 
 
If students are interested in joining or continuing in the FLL experience please fill in the information sheet and 
return to the main office before the summer vacation. 
 
Questions? Contact Alyson Chapman (730-4044) 

 

Name:______________________________   

Grade for 2009-10 school year______________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________ 

Phone Number: _______________________________________ 

Email Address: ________________________________________ 

_____ Yes, I am interested in being on a FIRST™ LEGO® LEAGUE team. 

_____ I may be interested in being a coach for a FLL team. 

Parent signature:____________________________________ Phone:________________ 

My child has permission to be on a Classical School FIRST™ LEGO® LEAGUE team. 

Parent/Guardian Signature: _____________________________________________ 

 



Classical School Calendar for May and June 2010 
 
May 2010 

 
3 – 7 Teacher Appreciation Week 
4 – National Teacher Appreciation 
Day  
4 – Final date for KAT pledge 
money 
4 – 7/8 track Roosevelt @ Eagles 

4 –7
th

 Grade Girls Volleyball:  Eagles Black @ Wilson 
4:00pm / Eagles Gold @ Roosevelt 4:00pm 
4 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Eagles @ Roosevelt 4:00pm 

4 – Orchestra (4-8) and choir (7-8) concert 7:30pm  
5 – Cinco de mayo activities! 
5 – Locker cleanout today for grade 7 
6 – School Store this morning 7:40 – 8:10am 
6 – Pegasus Flyers go home 
6 – Locker cleanout today for grade 8 
6 – 7

th
 Grade Girls Volleyball: Eagles Gold @ Wilson  

4:00pm / Eagles Black @ Madison  5:15pm 
6 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Eagles @ Wilson 4:00pm 

7 – Kindergarten fieldtrip to the PAC to see The 
Velveteen Rabbit 8:50 – 11:15am   
10 – 14 – Box Tops competition  
11 – Spirit Day: Wear your school colors!  
11 – Student Council– lunchtime 
11 – Costa Rica 2010 meeting – 6:00pm in Room 122 
11 – 7

th
/8

th
 Grade Track:  Eagles @ St. Joes 

11 – 7
th

 Grade Girls Volleyball:  Eagles Black @ Madison 
4:00pm / Eagles Gold @ Madison 5:15pm 
11 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Eagles @ Madison 4:00pm 

12 – National School Nurse Day 
12 – Kindergarten visitation and orientation from 9:00 – 
10:00am (for new kindergarten students) 
12 – Third-grade fieldtrip to Barlow Planetarium 12:25 – 
2:20pm  

13 – Pegasus Flyers go home 

13 – Band concert (grades 6 – 8) at 7:30pm in the Forum  
13 – 7

th
/8

th
 Grade Track:  Rain Date #2 

13 – 7
th

 Girls Volleyball:  Madison @ Eagles Gold 4pm 
13 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Eagles @ Wilson 4:00pm 

14 – Classical Columns articles due today 
14 – Pep Rally at Einstein for current 7

th
/8

th
 athletes 

(optional) 
15 – 7

th
/8

th
 Grade Track:  Fox Valley Invite  Tentative 

18 – 7/8 Chorus clinic with Dr. Meidl 2:15 – 2:49pm  
18 – 7

th
 Grade Girls Volleyball:  Wilson @ Eagles Gold 

4:00pm / Wilson @ Eagles Black 5:15pm 
18 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Madison @ Eagles 4:00pm 

19 – 7
th

/8
th
 Grade Track:  City Meet at Appleton East 

20 – Pegasus Flyers go home 
20 –Kindergarten placement testing – 8:15am – 10:45am 
20 – 7

th
 Grade Girls Volleyball:  Eagles Gold vs Eagles 

Black 4:00pm 
20 – 8

th
 Grade Girls Softball:  Rain Date 

20 – Last day for library checkout 
21 – Books due in School Library 
21 – Picnic hot lunch today (K-8) – [ice cream cups for all 
Classical students] 
21 – Eighth Grade FAREWELL party – Forum – 6:00 – 
8:30pm 
26 – Market Day pick up today – 2:00 – 3:00pm i 
27 – Pegasus Flyers go home 
27 – Classical Columns go home today 
28 – All-school assembly (School essays; recognizing our 
school leaders) 8:15am – 8:45am 
28 – No classes in afternoon for K-6 (writing afternoon) 

31 – Memorial Day – No School 

 
 

 
 
June 2010 
 

1 – Yearbooks go home at the end of the school day today 
1 – First-grade fieldtrip to the New Zoo 9:45am – 2:15pm  
1 – Commencement rehearsal during Resource for 8

th
 graders 

1 – Awards program (7-8) and 8
th

-grade commencement ceremony – 7:00pm in Forum (8
th

 grade students should arrive at 
6:30 and report to homerooms) [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 122 and 125]  
2 – Last day for skill-level groupings 
2 – Seventh and eighth-grade fieldtrip to Chicago Art Institute – 7:00am – 5:00pm  
2 – Kindergarten graduation: 1:45 – 2:45pm 
2 – Costa Rica 2010 meeting – 6:00pm in Room 125 
3 – Pegasus Flyers go home 

3 – Report cards go home for grades K-8 [including K-6 Art/Music/PE report cards and K-6 Personal Skills] 
3 – Morning classes only for 7-8 – last day of school for 7/8 – SCHOOL DISMISSES AT 11:50 for the year (7-8) 

3 – Volleyball game outside – 6
th

 graders vs. Classical staff – 2:00 – 2:30pm (K-6) 
4 – End of Quarter 4 and Semester 2  
4 – Last day of school for K-6 – SCHOOL DISMISSES AT 9:23 for the year (K-6) 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 


