
Dear Parents:                                                                        February 2018 
 

It is already time to talk about Valentine’s Day.  It seems like just yesterday I was 
still explaining how to do things in kindergarten.  It is fun to watch the children 

becoming so self-directed.  It is fun to ask the children to prepare for math or 
reading and watch as they all collect what they need and go on their way.   

 
I am going to be out of school on February 13-15.  I have saved my personal days 

for several years to be able to attend my son’s last conference swim meet down in 

Indianapolis.  He swims for the UWGB D1 Horizon league.  It has been a long haul 
since he started swimming at age 6, but I am going to be sad at the closing of this 

chapter. Mrs. Rivers will be here as my substitute.  She is a former teacher at 
Classical.  Mrs. Jeske will also be here student teaching. 

 
 

Valentine’s Day: We will be having small party activities on the 14th.  We will 

exchange Valentines, read about how Valentine’s Day started, play a game, make a 
craft, and eat a treat sometime during the day. Class lists have been sent home. 

Start early so your child is not overwhelmed by the task of doing all 26 in one 
night. Please try to have your child do the Valentines rather than parents writing 

them out. Valentines can be sent to school any time starting Monday. This gives 
the students a chance to pass out his/her Valentines and get practice matching 

the names.  No candy allowed, but a small trinket is okay. 
 

• Your child might also want to bring a Valentine for his/her buddy. 

 
 

January: We had a super month in January studying Antarctica and the weather.  

We also learned that Antarctica’s name means opposite of the Arctic and that a 
polar bear and a penguin would never live together in the wild. We learned about 

the different seasons and weather that we expect here in Wisconsin. We will 
continue our study of weather all year.  Our stories were fun this month in 

language arts.  We also were able to study about Africa. We read a few African 
folktales and learned a lot about the animals and people there. We had a story 

about why mosquitoes buzz in people’s ears and the students loved it. We also 
learned a lot about Jane Goodall and her study of chimpanzees in the wild.  

 

February:  February is one of my favorite months when it comes to the topics that 
we cover.  We study about the four presidents of Mount Rushmore.  This includes 

Washington, Lincoln, Jefferson, and Roosevelt.  We will learn about each of their 
lives and why some people thought they were great presidents.  The students will 

be amazed at the size of Mount Rushmore and the time and skill that went into 
making such a monument.  We also talk about our current president, who is 

eligible to be president, Independence Day, the American flag, democracy and the 

Statue of Liberty.  Wow! That is just social studies.  In science, we will be learning 
about the needs of animals and doing a writing activity with this topic.  These 

topics may run over into March. 
 

Reading (Mrs. Nagreen):   On our last test, most of the students did really well 
and that was nice to see with all of the class changes. The bookmarks are really 

doing their job in helping us remember to read. I have looked at the next test (90) 
that is coming up next week. You will notice that there is a sentence to read and 

this will continue in the future. The children should never miss a spelling word if 

they listen to the “rule of the day.”  For example, they are told if the words use a 



combination or end with an /e/.  You will also notice that the words that are on 
the test are not different than the ones that are practiced on each of the previous 

homework sheets☺  Please take special note to the sound of “W.”  “W” says 
wwwwwwww, not “wah.”  Also, “V,” says vvvvvvvvvvv, not “vah.” Also, remember 

that ol and or are combinations and should be sounded out as one sound. Please 
remember this when going over reading at home. We are still on track to finish our 

reading books before the end of the school year.  Keep up the great review at home.  
 

Math (Mrs. Nagreen): Most of the students have been able to count to 100.  A few 

students are still working on this at home.  We have also been working on skip 
counting by 2’s, 5’s and 10’s. I am also sure that you noticed that we are working 

on time to the hour and half hour and we have begun math facts for adding!  
Students will not be required to learn any of these “by heart” in kindergarten, but it 

is never too soon to start. In kindergarten, students will be allowed to use 
manipulatives.  

 

Reading Horizons AB (Bomann):  Our fast-paced reading program is really moving 

along now as we get closer to lesson 90.  You can mention to your child how 

important reading class is: that paying attending means, following along in class with 

“sticky finger” and “laser beam eyes;” and don’t forget sounding out “right away” 

when stuck on a word.  Every day a new concept is added and nightly practice is very 

important (reading the story once or more, and signing the bookmark).  Keep up the 

wonderful practice!  Since this is such a fast-paced program, the best way to become a 

solid reader is plenty of practice – like, repeating sentences if they are read too slowly 

the first time.  Sometimes in class we “popcorn” read.  This is a fun way to reread the 

story together.  First, the adult reads a word, then child reads then next word and so on 

through the story.  It’s fun! 

 

Math Saxon 1 (Bomann): We are started February at lesson 76 and this that will 

bring more of our new addition facts called: doubles plus 1.   In February, you will 

also see concepts like: identifying how many more on a graph, congruent shapes,  

adding 2-digit number using dimes and pennies and dividing shapes into halves and 

fourths.  It’s fun to see some of the students starting to read some of the math 

worksheet directions too!  

Kinder:   
¡Hola! During the month of February, kindergarteners will be learning school supplies and 
classroom objects in Spanish.  Please use the following link to see the word list and some 

ideas for practicing at home: http://bit.ly/2FExcKC 

  

 

Our 100th day is coming up next Friday, February 8th. We will have an 

officer here that day to thank us for helping the police officers of Appleton 

collect pb and j for the food pantries of Appleton.! We will still collect 

items if you would still like to participate. 
 

http://bit.ly/2FExcKC


 
It is a joy for me to see the children every day.   

 
Warmly,  

 
Robyn Hernandez Nagreen 

 


