
5th Grade April Newsletter 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

We hope that all of you enjoyed your Spring Break!  Some students came back tan and refreshed, and 

we were VERY jealous!  We may not have much school left, but we will be very busy!!!  Please see below 

for notes and reminders! 

 
• KAT:  KAT is fast approaching!  KAT Day is April 18th!  In our classrooms, we are very busy 

practicing.  We have begun to go through the questions in a variety of ways.  Students should 

know at least 80 out of 100 at this point.  We are shooting for a 100% class average, but we 

REALLY want 99%!  Students should be reviewing their questions EACH night until they are 

getting 100 of them correct.  We will be having tests in each subject area the week of 

KAT for a grade.  These will go in their 4th quarter grades per our school policy.  Look for 

this listing in your child’s assignment notebooks! Students have also been asked to dress up, 

so they should be busy planning a costume!  And of course, they should be looking for family 

donations as this is a very important fundraiser for our school.  If you have questions, please 

let me know!  Happy studying!   

• Research Paper:  We are in the final steps of our research paper.  We have begun typing our 

rough drafts.  The students are doing VERY well!  We are aiming at finishing our research 

paper within the next week or so!!!  Please take time to review this process with your child, 

and please help them if they have questions.  If you have questions, please feel free to 

contact us.  

• Testing:  We will be MAP testing next week.  Please see your child’s assignment notebook for 

times.   

• Study Habits:  Our Greek and Latin Roots, Core Sayings, and States and Capitals have really 

big lists now that we are ending the year.  Please have your child review these areas weekly in 

preparation for these large cumulative tests! 

• No School April 19th  

 

Whew…that was a lot!  Please review this information carefully!  Please let me know if you 

have any questions!  

 
Mrs. Foley 

Mrs. Tassi 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Class Summaries 

 
Grammar:  We are hoping to get through Chapter 7-8 this month.  These chapters center on verb tenses as well as other small 

changing tenses in a paragraph.  We are continuing to review parts of speech and learn to recognize them in a sentence.  Please have 

students review their concepts, vocabulary, and other skills in their binder for their upcoming tests.  

 

Writing:  We will be working through Lesson 8 in our writing workbook.  In this lesson, we are learning to write our first 

Confirmation!  This is very high level, logical thinking, and we are going to go step by step.  Students will have all resources they 

need in their binder as well as in their workbook.  Please take time to have them share their writing with you to work on sentence 

fluency and cohesiveness! 

 

Greek and Latin Roots:  We are working through Roots 35-40 with a quiz at the end of the month that is cumulative.  Students 

need to know the root’s definition and whether it is Greek or Latin. 

 

Core Sayings:  We are working through Lesson Eight this month.  The listing and flashcards can be found in their Core Sayings 

section in their binder.  We will have a test at the end of the month that is cumulative.  These are also on Quizlet. 

 

States and Capitals:  We are working through the Southwest Region and the Mountain Region this month.  These can be found in 

their states and capitals section in their binder.  Students should know their location, the capital, and how to spell each one.  

Please have them review nightly.  Students will have spelling tests where they will be asked to spell each state and capital for a 

grade in spelling.  We have noticed some lower scores on these tests, so please remind students to study regularly. 

 

Spelling:  We are currently on Lesson 95.  We will be working on a lesson a day with a test every 5th lesson.  Students should be 

reviewing spelling words nightly.  Both classrooms should be using their resources to prepare for upcoming spelling tests. 

 

History:  We are wrapping up Westward Expansion and beginning our first unit on the Civil War.  This unit is broken up into three 

parts:  Causes to the Civil War, The Civil War, and Reconstruction.  All information can be found in their binders.  As we finish the 

year, tests will be more complex as they prepare for middle school, so nightly review may be necessary for all students.  History 

books cannot go home; however, time is given in class for homework, and students are allowed to ask for a copy of the book (in a 

PDF) to be taken home throughout the unit.  If you are interested in this, they can be sent electronically to you.  Please email your 

child’s teacher! Quizlet is also available for studying! 

 

Science:  We are currently starting our final units in Science.  We started with Life Cycles, where we learn the basic life cycles of 

humans.  We will then proceed into the Endocrine System, where we will learn about basic endocrine organs including the pancreas, 

thyroid, adrenal glands, and the pituitary gland.  Information will be found in their binder.  Students should be reviewing this 

information as needed in order to master the material.  Quizlet is also available for studying! 

 

Research Paper:  We are nearing the end!  We are starting to type our rough draft.  Students have resources and examples in 

their binder to use as they type.  We are typing in Google Classroom.  New this year, students should be providing in text citations 

while they are typing.  Please see references and resources to help them.  Research papers will be due within two weeks!  Please be 

watching for information on how you will play a part in the final revision! 

 

Mrs. Tassi’s Math: We are on Lesson 94.  We are working on simplifying improper fractions to simplest form and diving two-digit 

numbers. Students will also practice reading bar graphs, using ratios and reciprocals. Students should continue to review addition, 

subtraction, multiplication, and division facts for faster recall. You can also help your child by reviewing basic facts at home on a 

regular basis. In addition, please review your child’s homework assignment nightly to help them catch math errors prior to grading in 

class.   

 

Mrs. Foley’s Math: We are currently on Lesson 100.  Students are still performing well, but I am noticing that daily scores are 

dropping a bit.  Please remind them to slow down, read problems carefully, and try to work through their mistakes.  For some, they 

are becoming easily frustrated and seek out the answer in order to “get it done” rather than figuring out how to process through 

the problem for the future.  Our lessons will continue to build and use multiple concepts together to answer questions.   

 

Mrs. Tassi’s Reading: We are finishing up The Secret Garden. Students have worked on characterization, theme, and prediction 

throughout the book. Students will also analyze the literary element symbol and they will explain its portrayal throughout the novel. 

Our next story will be A Midsummer Night’s Dream by William Shakespeare. After we learn about Shakespeare’s background and 

Shakespearean language, students will be ready to read this play. A majority of the reading will be done in class where discussions 

will take place.  

 

Mrs. Foley’s Reading: We have started The Secret Garden this week!  This is a lovely story about three young children who find 

themselves and grow as they mature into adolescence.  As we are now in 4th quarter, students will be receiving more complex 

homework and more reading as we prepare for 6th grade.  Students can read out loud, with a parent, or on their own. Questions will 

always need to be done on loose-leaf paper, in cursive, and following our format previously taught.  
 


