
 

 
 

 

 

Dear Parents: 

 

I cannot believe that I am actually writing my final monthly newsletter of this school 

year.  We only have about 27 days left before summer break, but we do have a busy 

month ahead of us.   

 

Our KAT was great!  I am so proud of the students and they are so proud of themselves. 

They all had “CAN DO” attitudes and what was grand was that they were so encouraging 

to one another.  Our buddies were really a big help and we are going to celebrate with 

them when classroom awards are announced. I know that we have earned an extra recess 

and I will throw in a few extra special class things too. I cannot express my gratefulness 

enough to those families who participated in the wonderful fundraiser.  Of course, it 

would be my wish that we would not need to fundraise for our great school, but we do. 

 

April was an exciting month in the curriculum area.  All of us were excited to find out 

about Australia. The children found the country very interesting. The animals are always 

very interesting and we found out that marsupials are wonderfully exciting animals. The 

children were amazed at the journey a very, very small kangaroo needs to make to get 

into its mother’s pouch. We also found out about Marsupial Sue who discovered that a 

kangaroo’s life is not so bad after all. We also enjoyed part of a DVD about Australian 

animals that was produced by National Geographic Kids and the students loved it.  I told 

that that this series of videos are available online.  If you look up National Geographic, 

Really Wild Animals you will find that there are a bunch of videos for different 

continents. On to South America for May. 

 

We all planted a flower before spring break. These flowers will come home around 

Mother’s day (But act surprised).   Even though the weather outside has not been 

cooperating, we have a new grow light in our room and we actually have flowers on most 

of our plants! Some of the plants are actually huge!  .  Last fall when we studied monarch 

butterflies, we also talked about milkweed seeds. In the past, I have planted milkweed in 

my backyard to attract these beautiful butterflies. The first year the seeds did not grow 

very well, but the subsequent years were fantastic. If you are interested, please go to the 

website www.livemonarch.com to get useful information on growing successful 

milkweed plants to draw in the monarchs.  

 

http://www.livemonarch.com/


In part of March and into April we learn about George Washington Carver.  We learned 

that he was a botanist (a plant scientist). He helped the southern farmers learn how to 

grow crops and keep the soil healthy.  Did you know that he developed over 300 products 

that could be made from the peanut?  He also did amazing things with black-eyed peas 

and the sweet potato. The kids were amazed too.  

 

May also is an exciting month.  Our continent of interest is South America. We will focus 

on the land, the culture of the people and the animals of the rainforest.  Literature 

includes the tall tale about Casey Jones. We also will continue to review concepts from 

throughout the year.  

 

Senora Cihlar:  ¡Hola! During the month of May, kindergarteners will be learning 
animals in Spanish.  Please use the following link to see the word list and some ideas for 

practicing at home:  http://bit.ly/2XzT1QE 
 

 

Snacks: I think we should be able to make it to the end of the year with our snacks, so 

thank you for providing those for us this year. 

 

Shoebox:  I need every child to bring in a shoebox for a diorama.  Hopefully time allows 

us to embark on this great project. Please do not send in boxes that are cut at a 

diagonal. Boxes that have the cover connected are fine. Try to make it an adult size, if 

possible. Send in more than one if you have more than one at home.  

 

Math (Nagreen): We are right on schedule to finish all of our curriculum material before 

the end of the year.  Many of the children could still use some additional help with 

identifying money. We also are working on telling time to the hour and half hour.  Many 

of the children enjoyed the challenge of working with tangrams. All of the students have 

been doing a wonderful job learning the concepts of adding and subtracting.  This math 

class has a lot of perseverance when it comes to unfamiliar math concepts. We are 

finished with the curriculum at lesson 135.  After this, we will be reviewing concepts that 

we have worked on all year. 

  

Reading (Nagreen): Reading is progressing well.  The test coming up on Friday is 

usually an easier test (whew), but keep practicing. It is expected that students score very 

high scores in this reading and that is what we experienced today.  Remember that all of 

the students should be reading the passage in less than one minute (actually around 30 

seconds is better).  If your child is not reading the passage in less than one minute he/she 

just needs more oral reading practice. It is hard to comprehend when reading slowly and 

having to sound out most of the words.  I know the spelling has been challenging for 

some of the children.  They are always given direction as to what combination or ending 

we are using. When children get things wrong, it is usually because the student chooses 

to add different letters into the word. I have been marking off fewer points than I am 

supposed to for the b and the d.  I do think that writing letters is a developmental area that 

cannot be rushed, but if the children are forming the letters correctly, I do not think so 

many errors would be made. The letter b is made by saying “bat and a ball.”  The d is 

http://bit.ly/2XzT1QE


made by saying, “d starts like the a, and goes up, up and down.”  We will be finished 

before the end of the year.  After we finish our book, most of the students will have some 

other types of reading experiences in class. Maybe we will even read some stories that I 

wrote. They might be kind of silly stories, but it really is not easy writing a story using 

only certain words…try it☺) 

 

 

Reading Horizons AB (Bomann):   We will start the story “Patty and the Cats” in our 

reading book.  You can see how long the stories and sentences have become!  We have 

150 lessons in this program and will finish the book during the next 4 weeks.  After the 

program is finished, we will work on some storybooks and phonics for the remainder of 

the year.  According to my current calculations, we will take our last test on May 31st or 

so (subject to change, and it usually does).  I did say in an email we won’t be able to do 

some reviews, but I think I can fit in the last two reviews before the last two tests; if 

nothing changes with our schedule. 

Math Saxon 1 (Bomann):  We will be heading into lesson 123 and beyond for the 

remainder of the school year in math.  There are 135 lessons in total, but some lessons 

take 2 days to complete.  We will be learning subtraction facts, fractional parts, 

quarters, a little geometry (polygons and rectangular prisms), number sense and the 

words “certain,” “likely,” and “impossible.”  We will finish before the school year is over, 

around May 28th.  I will provide reinforcement of the skills we have learned in 

kindergarten and no homework after that last lesson.  Keep practicing math facts! 

 

 

 

 

Kindergarten Graduation: I am putting this in very large and 

bold letters so that everyone knows that this information is 

very important.  Kindergarten Graduation is on June 5th from  

2:00 to 2:45. We will need a group of parents to help make 

hats.  More information is coming. 

 
Please contact me with any questions.   

 

Sincerely, 

 

Robyn Hernandez Nagreen 

 


