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Nancy Fischer 

  
The 2013-14 school year was highly successful!  Our students had a terrific school year as a whole and 
made excellent gains in their academic studies.  When you read the Notes from the Board in this newsletter, 
I know you will share the same sense of pride I felt for our school as I read the highlights of our students‘ 
accomplishments this year.   Please reinforce this academic growth during the summer months with plenty 
of summer reading!  (See article:  The Importance of Summer Reading at the end of this newsletter, in 
today‘s Pegasus Fliers, and at classicalcharter.com).  Below are some of the things we have been up to the 
past month as well as some events to make note of for the future.  
 

 
• Knowledge-a-thon 2014!    

The students had a great time at this year‘s Knowledge-a-thon, and in the process raised a lot of money for our 
school!  Please read Sheri Hartzheim‘s article in this newsletter revealing the total amount raised this year.   We also 
had many students participate in the KAT poster contest, KAT spirit day, and KAT dress-up day (dress as a KAT 
question or answer)!  We extend our deepest gratitude to the entire KAT Committee for all of their work on this year‘s 
event. 
 

• School Essay Contest  

 We had great participation in this year‘s Classical School essay contest for students in grades 2 – 8!  This year our 
students selected a person, character, or event from any part of the Core Knowledge curriculum and explained how the 
person, character, or event exemplifies one of Classical School‘s nine virtues. Our judges had a very difficult time 
selecting the winning essays.  Third-place/bronze winners received a $15 gift card; second-place/silver winners 
received a $25 gift card; and first-place/gold winners received a $50 gift card.  The first place/gold winners will read 
their essays at the all-school assembly on Friday, June 6 between 8:05-8:50. We look forward to hearing their essays! 
 

  Congratulations to the following students who were this year’s essay winners: 
    

                          2nd and 3rd Grade Level: 
 

             1
st
 Place Gold Winner:     Kate Korb 

            2
nd

 Place Silver Winner:     Nora Bielmeier 
            3

rd
 Place Bronze Winner:      Abigail Munson 

  

4th and 5th Grade Level: 
 

         1
st
 Place Gold Winner:           Linnea Edwards 

2
nd

 Place Silver Winner:         Silas Ihde 
              3

rd
 Place Bronze Winner:       Ruhee Patkar  

 
           6th – 8th Grade Level: 
 
          1st Place Gold Winner:           Krithika Senthil  
          2nd Place Silver Winner:        Patrick Bielmeier  
          3rd Place Bronze Winners:     Emelyne DeBruin and  Annessa Ihde  (tie) 

     
 

 



 
 

• Report Cards for 4th Quarter  
Fourth quarter report cards (K – 8) will be mailed home this year.  In the spirit of ―making every educational minute 

matter‖ for our staff and students, classes and grades will continue into the last week of school this year.  Look for them 
in your home mail toward the end of the week of June 9, 2014. 
 

• Minds in Motion  
We have an all-school culminating event this year called Minds in Motion.  On the last day of school, we will have fun 
outdoor activities for the students (weather permitting) based on our Core Knowledge curriculum. 
 

• Classical Memory Books and Autograph Booklets  

 Memory books will go home  Friday, May 30.  Many thanks are extended to Duyen Bagwell along with her  team of 
 student editors, Eliza Carman, Joanna Carman, Maia Diedrich, Asher Edwards, Aleyah McCook, Lucy Morris, 
 and Elayne Rath for their wonderful assistance on this year‘s book!  We also have autograph booklets for students who 
 did not order memory books and would still like to get signatures.  
 

• Summer Registration  
 Registration packets will be mailed out on July 25

th
.   AASD is transitioning to a new student data system called Infinite 

 Campus.  Due to this change, the return of registration materials will change slightly this summer.  Watch for updated 
 registration instructions in your family‘s registration packet. 
 

• Schedules and Locker Information for Grades 7 and 8  

  Students (7-8) will receive their locker numbers and combinations in their summer registration packets.  They may stop 
 in any time after that to practice their locker combinations.  Please call the office first to make sure someone will be at 
 the school when you arrive and for information on the accessibility of the student lockers due to variable cleaning 
 schedules. Individual schedules for students in grades 7 and 8 will be mailed on August 18th.  The schedule will list the 
 room number and teacher for each class period.  

 
• Posting of Homeroom Assignments Lists for K-8 and Conference Sign Up 

Homeroom class lists will be posted in the hallway outside of the main office, beginning Tuesday, August 19th, during 
regular office hours.  Please be kind to our school secretaries and do not call to ask them where your child was 
placed.  Please stop by the school or ask a friend to check for you.  Sign-up sheets for parent-teacher conferences will 
be posted in the hallway. 
 

• Meet and Greet  

Grades K-8 - Meet and Greet will be held from 3:00 – 5:00pm on Wednesday, August 27th.  Meet and Greet is held 
several days before the start of the school year and is designed to give parents and teachers an informal way of getting 
to know one another.  Students should bring their school supplies with them to this event so they do not need to bring 
so many things on the first day of school.  

 
• First Day of School 2014 – 2015  

 School will begin on Tuesday, September 2
nd

 for all grades.   
  

Make sure to check out the SUMMER READING article and list at the end of this newsletter, in the Pegasus Fliers 
this week, and on classicalcharter.com.  Summer reading is necessary for reading skills retention and summer 
break is a great time to tie summer reading to family excursions.  You could tie nonfiction books about animals, 
plants, or astronomy to time spent outdoors, for example, by reading with your children and then exploring the 
woods (beach, garden, etc.) or carefully watching the night sky. If you can visit an art museum or historical site, you 
might read beforehand about the artists or the history of what you'll see. Combining reading and summer break 
won't just be fun -- it will also strengthen your children's reading comprehension by helping their inquisitive minds 
connect the material in books to the world around them. 
 

Have a lovely, safe summer everyone!  

The Classical School staff and I look forward to seeing everyone back again in the fall, 

Dean Fischer  

 



Notes from the Board-- 
Peter Leschke, CCSA Board President 
 
     

Reflections on the Past Year 

 
As we draw closer to the end of our fifteenth year of operation, the CCSA Board would like to express thanks to our 
Dean, Nancy Fischer, to our Program Support Specialist, Kathy Diedrich, our Enrollment Specialist, Kathy Povolny, 
all of our wonderful staff members, superb students, and amazing families who have made this year a successful 
one. We feel privileged to be associated with Classical School, where the students are taught the stimulating and 
challenging Core Knowledge curriculum within the context of a Classical framework.  We are fortunate to have 
dedicated teachers and staff who serve as excellent role models and leaders to our students in their studies and 
activities.  Many of our staff members put in long hours outside of the school day to help in a variety of ways and 
we appreciate them greatly. We would like to thank our generous and devoted parents for all the support that you 
provide as we work together to give our students a solid and excellent educational base.  
 
The numerous volunteers who have contributed their time to Classical School have made such a difference in the 
lives of our students.  Your efforts are essential for us to be able to provide some of the special activities and clubs 
that our students enjoy. Because of the help of our volunteers, we are able to offer a variety of enhancements to 
our program. Our volunteers help us by providing support to students who need extra academic support. They also 
run fundraisers that have provided additional things such as the Time for Kids weekly magazines to keep students 
up-to-date with current events. By getting involved in school activities, you are making an excellent investment in 
your child’s future and in the future of all students at our school.  This investment of your time will have a far greater 
payoff than any other investment portfolio that you may own.  Thank you for all the support you provide through the 
volunteer time that you commit to the school.  
 
In addition to our rigorous curriculum, we also have numerous activities and clubs that run throughout the year. 
Following are some of the wonderful activities that have taken place during this year:    
 

 Our 2013 Fall Festival led by Coordinator, Kara Carman, and the Fall Fest Committee members: Kristin Killian, Susan 
Stanford, Beth Mueller, Sarah Roe, Sheri Hartzheim, Melody Lewis, Annie Gilboa, Amy Leggett, Lorie Young, Heidi 
Scott, and Lisa Tillema -Cuff, was a great success. 

 

 As part of a Youth Appreciation project, the Appleton Noon Optimist Club of Appleton honors Eighth Grade students for 
their accomplishments. Congratulations to Amara Neitzke who was selected for the honor this year. 
 

 Our 2013 Scholastic Book Fair led by Lisa Tillema-Cuff was a great success. We made over $4,000 in book sales. The 
earnings from the Fair were used to fulfill teacher wish lists and also purchase books for Harbor House and The 
Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley.  Student council members from 1st grade through 8th grade chose $770 in 
children‘s books for Harbor House and $770 in children‘s books for the Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley and also 
provided $747 in books to Classical teachers for their classroom. 
 

 Alok Ravel won the Classical School Geography Bee and took the regional qualifying exam and qualified to compete in 
the State National Geography Bee. Mihir Uberoi and Chloe Baer were the runners-up. 
 

 Three chess club participants competed for the first time in the K-5 division of Mount Olive Chess Tournament, 
Classical school won 3rd place. In individual standings, Isaiah Tabbert won 2nd place. 
 

 Classical students participated in the First Book Fox Valley 2014 story contest. Kodi Bagwell won 2nd place in the 3-4 
grade category and Alex Osorio and Dante LaCroix won 2nd and 3rd place in the 5-6 category. 
 

 Annessa Ihde and Aditya Senthil were the top two Classical School spellers who represented Classical School in the  
CESA 6 Regional Spelling Bee. Annessa Ihde placed 6th at the bee and Aditya Senthil placed 19th at the 
regionals.  
 

 We held a wonderful science fair! Our 7th and 8th grade students prepared their exhibits for a competition that were 
displayed in the forum, the judges were local scientists from the community along with parents, and the event was a 
huge success! The students did a phenomenal job of organizing their displays and presenting them to the judges and 
visitors.  We are sure you enjoyed all the exhibits. 
 



 Classical School participated in the Level I and Level II Forensics Festival and it was great success due to the 
assistance of coaches and numerous volunteers.  All 52 Classical School participants received a first and blue ribbons. 
 

 The Classical Science Olympiad Team competed in the State Science Olympiad meet against 50 teams across the 
state and took the 1st place team trophy for Division B. Josh Ho and Nathan Syring earned 2nd place medals in the 
Boomilever event; Josh Ho finished 3rd in the Rotor Egg Drop; Deepak Vir and Keegan Chesney earned 3rd place 
medals in the Metric Mastery event, and Salma Abdel-Azim and Ahmad Abdel-Azim earned 1st place medals in the 
Heredity competition. 
 

 We held another successful Knowledge-a-thon this year and can‘t thank enough our dedicated KAT Committee  led by 
Sheri Hartzheim.  Numerous Classical parents and staff worked hard on this year‘s event. 
 

 Our community building events continued throughout the year as family fun was had by all at events such as Fall Fest 
and the Rockin‘ 50s and 60s School Dance coordinated by Tami Schneider & Lisa Tillema-Cuff. 
 

 Mythology Club had over 55 students this year.  Fifty-two Mythology Club members took the American Classical 
League‘s national exam.  Twenty-four Classical Students won National Awards. 
 

 The students celebrated  cinco de mayo  with cascarones (confetti-filled eggs) during lunch recesses. We also held a 
cinco de mayo school dance with Salsa Manzana, a Latin band, and enjoyed the performances by Classical School 
Salsa Club. 
 

 Our Student Council hosted our annual drive for food donations, they made posters for our Thanksgiving Food drive 
and they donated 1,456 non-perishable food items to the St. Joseph Food Program; made holiday stockings for our 
non-classroom staff. The Student Council collected $332 from Have a Heart sale and donated to the Emergency 
shelter; and made posters for KAT dress up day.  
 

 Best Buy Reward Zone Program, Office Depot, Box–Tops, Inkjet cartridges, Campbell Soup Labels, Target‘s Take 
Charge of Education program, Kimberly-Clark Community Partners Foundation, Lands‘ End clothing, Milk Caps, and 
Amazon Smile continue to be an excellent way to generate financial support for Classical School activities. 
 

 Our wonderful Staff Appreciation Committee let our staff know how much they are valued throughout the school year. 
 

 Forty-eight students traveled to Concordia Language Village for a Spanish language immersion weekend. 
 

 A large number of students in grades 2 – 8 participated in the school-sponsored essay contest.  This year‘s theme 
focused on selecting a person or character from any part of the Core Knowledge curriculum and to explain how this 
person, or an event from this person‘s life, exemplified one of the Classical School's nine virtues. 
 

 Classical School held its second annual Fine Arts Night which featured the visual and musical talents of our Classical 
students. 
 

 We had a year filled with opportunities for our students to participate in clubs and after-school activities such as:   
 

Brain Boosters Club 
Battle of the Books 
First Lego League 
We Are Classical Club 
Forensics    
Ski Club   
Mythology Club  
Garden Club   
Tennis Club  
Solo and Ensemble 
Club Invention 
Classical Girls Running Club 

Classical Boys Running Club  
Kids Stage 

 Chess Club 
 Salsa Club 
 Science Olympiad 
 Opera for the Young 
 Safety Patrol 
 Student Council 
 Middle School Athletics 
 
 

 
 

 7th/8th grade Classical students participated in AASD athletic activities joining Einstein Middle School teams 
 

 Fifty-nine 8th graders are about to graduate Classical School. This year‘s class will be our thirteenth graduating class! 
 

We are very proud of everything our school has accomplished this year!  



 

 

Up and Coming… 

Last Day of School--June 6th 
The last day of school is coming quickly!  The schedule for the day is as follows: 

  Grades K-3 
  8:00-8:50     All School Assembly:  Awards, Essay Winners, Year-End Slide Show 
  8:50-11:17   Homeroom teacher led classroom activities 
  11:17-12:00 Lunch & Recess 
  12:00-12:30 Prepare for Minds in Motion/8th graders pick up class groups 
  12:30-2:30   Minds in Motion station rotation 
  2:30-2:47     Teachers walk students back to class/finalize day 
 

  Grades 4-8 
  8:00-8:50     All School Assembly:  Awards, Essay Winners, Year-End Slide Show 
               8:50-9:00      Prepare for Minds in Motion/8th graders pick up class groups 
               9:00-11:00    Minds in Motion station rotation 
               11:00-11:17 Transition back to class/Prepare for lunch 
               11:17-11:57 Lunch & Recess for 4th-6th, Classroom Teacher Led Activities for 7th & 8th grades  
  11:50             Middle School dismissed--8th grade afternoon helpers will eat lunch (provided) 
  11:57-3:16    Homeroom teacher-led classroom activities, grades 4-6 
 

Minds in Motion 
Grades K-7th will be participating in Classical’s 1st “Minds in Motion” event on the last day of the  

school year, June 6th.  

   

This event will have your child rotating through 12 outdoor stations doing activities that center 

around our Classical curriculum!  Grades 4-7 will participate in the morning between 9:00-11:00.  

Grades K-3 will participate in the afternoon between 12:30-2:30.  8th graders will be helping run 

this event by either being a station leader or a group leader.  Many of our 8th graders have 

volunteered to stay in the afternoon to help with our younger groups.  Thank you, 8th graders!! 

 

The children will participate in classroom groups.  To make dividing 

into groups easier, each child will be assigned a color.   We ask 

that each child wear a t-shirt that matches their group color. 

Watch for the color your child has been assigned in a note that 

will come home in the Pegasus Fliers.   

 

Please have your child wear a shirt he/she already owns.  You do 

not need to purchase a new shirt for this event.  

  

This event will be outdoors, so please have your child dress appropriately for the weather, wear 

tennis shoes, and bring a water bottle labeled with their name. 

In the event of rain, this event will be canceled.  Let’s hope for a nice sunny day! 

 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://wac.0ec4.edgecastcdn.net/800EC4/top/wp-content/uploads//2012/05/iStock_000016888727XSmall-300x199.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.toptvstuff.com/blog/family/go-wild-play-outside-this-summer/&h=199&w=300&tbnid=ALal9boGKDg2fM:&zoom=1&docid=N_qP65ok1Lz3iM&ei=wNyEU_n5JYOLqAbUkYLwDA&tbm=isch&ved=0CHsQMygbMBs&iact=rc&uact=3&dur=2450&page=2&start=25&ndsp=27


 

 

Up and Coming… 
Classical Summer School starts June 16th! 
You should have received your summer school schedules in last week’s 

Pegasus Fliers!  Please check your child’s schedule for accuracy and direct 

any questions to Kari Campshure via e-mail.  PLEASE SEND THIS 

SCHEDULE WITH YOUR CHILD ON THE FIRST DAY OF SUMMER 

SCHOOL.   If you haven’t already paid summer school fees, please send a check with your child in 

an envelope with their name on the first day.  The summer school entrance is the same as last year, 

which is the playground entrance door.  Students will be dismissed to the playground at the end of 

the day.   

Traffic patterns have changed since last year.  Students should be dropped off on Durkee St. or 

Capital Dr.  If you wish to wait on the playground before or after school, please park in the 

Einstein lot close to the tennis courts and walk over to the playground.  The drop off locations are 

for quick drop off and pick up only!  There will be no drop off or pick up in either teacher 

parking lot.   

If you need access to the Classical office,  you will need to enter at the summer school entrance 

and get a visitor pass.  Any person not a staff member needs a visitor pass to be in the building 

during summer school for security reasons!  We have a very eager staff planning great activities 

for learning in each class.  It isn’t too late to sign up for summer school.  Please contact the main 

office, Kari Campshure, or the Classical web site for further information.  

AASD Note--Summer Building Projects & Summer School 
Thank you for supporting the referendum!  

As you may already know, the public successfully passed a major referendum 

for construction regarding the security of our schools.  This will require 

summer construction at several school sites.  The summer school staff is 

cooperating with AASD facilities to plan and accommodate both the 

construction and a successful summer school program.   

 
Summer school for high school students will be moved from East High School to North High School for this summer.  At 

other sites, alternate entrances, manned by security personnel, will be utilized.  With necessary adjustments, the 

summer school program will once again be a beneficial opportunity for our students. 

 

Supplies Needed for Summer School Class 
Nuts, Bolts, Screws, Washers, Popsicle Sticks 

 
     Please send in to Mrs. Coenen! 

                   Thank You!! 
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Up and Coming… 

Mielke Educator of the Year 
Since 1983 outstanding AASD educators have been recognized through the Mielke Educator of the Year 

Awards.  Is there a teacher that has impacted your child’s life in a truly significant way?  Is there an 

educator that you believe should be nominated because of their hard work, commitment, and dedication to 

education? Please consider this opportunity to honor that teacher.  

 

To nominate an educator does take time and effort.  The committee will want to know the nominee’s 

biography, his/her philosophy, and asks for letters of recommendation.  However, when all the information is 

completed and placed in a binder, it becomes a tribute of the nominee’s contributions to education and can be 

a keepsake of their AASD career.    

 

The Mielke Foundation has designated two categories for this prestigious award: Elementary and Secondary 

Level.  School staff, parents, students, or community members may generate nominations. 

 

If you are interested in information regarding the Mielke Educator of the Year Award program, the 

selection process and a nomination form, you may pick up a packet outside the Classical school office.  You 

may also contact Kathy Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us.  It is the hope of the Mielke Foundation 

that you will take the time and effort involved to nominate a candidate for the Mielke Educator of the Year 

Award for the 2013-2014 school year.   

Nomination packets should be submitted to Cheryl Nisler – School Services by June 15th.   
Contact information is available in the information packet.         
 

Summer Tutors Available 
 

Classical School Tutors: 

 

Terri Coenen    2nd through 5th grade 

Robyn Hernandez-Nagreen    PreK through 3rd grade 

Sierra Coenen (Classical ES alumnus)   2nd through 5th grade 

Susan Stanford (Classical parent & former Spanish teacher)  Spanish 

 

AASD Tutors Available: 

 

A list of former and certified teachers currently employed by the Appleton Area School District is 

available upon request.  This is an Appleton Area School District list, not specific to Classical 

School.  These individuals are available to provide private tutoring for students.  This list is 

provided as a courtesy to parents.  The District is not responsible for any private tutoring services 

or agreements made with these or other individuals employed by the 

Appleton Area School District.   

 

If you are interested in finding a tutor for your child, please contact Kathy 

Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us
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NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 

Mrs. Tirimacco’s Next Adventure 
Dear Classical Families,      
It is with mixed feelings that I tell you that I will not be returning to Classical School in 
September.   None of this will affect my current students.  My husband has accepted a 
position in England for two years.    Despite this exciting opportunity, I feel as though I 
am leaving part of my heart at Classical.   The children are my joy, the staff is my 
family, and the entire community is so important to me.   I do not know what my 
status will be when I return, but I will be visiting and checking in on those 6th graders 
next year! 
  

Thank you for your immense support all these years.   It is what makes Classical so hard to leave. 
  
Denise Tirimacco 
Fifth Grade 
 

We wish you the best in your new adventure, Mrs. Tirimacco!  You will truly be missed.  Thank you for the 

positive attitude and energy that you brought to Classical School every day.  Please keep us up to date on 

what is happening in this new chapter of your life. 

~Your Classical Family 

 

Mr. Grover:  Recipient of State Teaching Award 

Mr. Grover, Classical School’s 6th-8th grade band instructor, received state recognition 

on May 4th being the first recipient of the Early Career Educator Award from the 

Wisconsin Association of Colleges for Teacher Education (WACTE).  

The Early Career Educator Award honors an outstanding educator within the first three 

years of his/her professional career. 

Mr. Grover earned a bachelor of music degree in instrumental/general music education 

from Lawrence University in 2012 and joined the Appleton Area School District that same year.   He was 

selected for this award by the faculty of Lawrence’s college and conservatory teacher education program.  

Lawrence cited him for his advocacy of music education both in and outside the classroom. 

“Eli spreads passion for music wherever he goes,” said Stewart Purkey, associate professor of education and 

Bee Connell Mielke Professor of Education at Lawrence. “His students create music of all kinds in the school 

and community, including concert band, body percussion, Balinese Gamelan, and bucket band. His advocacy for 

music education includes leading outreach activities at the Mile of Music Festival and The Building for Kids 

Children’s Museum.  Lawrence is pleased and honored to recognize and celebrate the work of this exceptional 

educator.”    

     Congratulations, Mr. Grover!                   
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NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 
 

Does Your Child Owe Any Library or Textbook Fines? 

Please note that students who owe book fine money will not receive their yearbooks until all fines have been 

paid in full.  Thanks!  

 

2014-15 School Supply List 
School supply lists for the 2014-15 school year will be included in your child’s 

fourth quarter report card envelope.  The list can also be found on our website:  

www.classicalcharter.com.  To pre-order school supplies that are delivered to 

Classical in August, please log on to www.1stDaySchoolSupplies.com .  The deadline 

to preorder supplies is Friday, May 30th. 

 

Appleton Area School District Fees for 2014-2015 
These fees will be collected along with your registration materials in August. 

Kindergarten      $30 

1st - 6th Grade  $30 

7th - 8th Grade $40 

 
REMINDER: Middle School Activity Fees: $40 per activity; $120 student yearly cap; $160 family cap 

    **Joint middle and high school family cap of $250 

 

 

From the School Nurse… 
          Medication Pick-up 
Dear Parents:  If your student has medication in the school office, please remember 

to take it home on the last day of school.  Because the school cannot be responsible 

for storage of medications during the summer, we will dispose of all medications 

that are not claimed by June 15th.  Thank you! 

 

           Attention Parents of Current 5th Grade Students! 
For those of you who like to plan ahead and are already scheduling your child’s well-child physician physical 

exams for spring/summer, please be reminded that students are required to have a second dose of chicken 

pox vaccine and a Tdap booster upon entrance to 6th grade. Once received, please provide a copy of your 

child’s immunization record to the school office showing receipt of these immunizations. The Tdap booster is 

typically given around the 11th birthday.  If you plan not to vaccinate (due to personal, religious, or medical 

reasons), you are required to sign a waiver.  Immunization waiver forms are available from the school office. 

Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  

  

Thank you for your attention to this important matter! 

 

Shop at the Classical School Store! 
 The Classical School Store will be open on Friday, May 30th, from 2:50-3:20pm!! 

 

http://www.classicalcharter.com/
http://www.1stdayschoolsupplies.com/


 

 

Clubs & Activities… 

Mythology Club Announces National Examination 

Winners ! 

Fifty-two students participated in the 2014 American Classical League’s National Mythology Examination on 

March 4.  This examination tests knowledge of Greek and Roman classical myths, as well as the works of 

Homer (Iliad, Odyssey), Vergil (Aeneid), Norse Mythology, and the theme for the year, Transformations.   

Classical School’s Mythology Club members from grades three through eight joined over 10,000 students 

from the United States, Canada, and Australia in completing the test, which is sponsored by the American 

Classical League's standing committee, Excellence Through Classics. Students competed for gold, silver, and 

bronze medallions.   

This year we had 24 students win national awards. 

Receiving Gold Medallions  (score of 100%)   

                          Dane P., Aditya S., Diana S., Krithika S. 

      

Receiving Silver Medallions  (score of 95-99%) 

   Lexi J., Noah T., Everett L., Miriam E., Liam S., Patrick B., Kyra S., Zachary A.-K. 

   

Receiving Bronze Medallions  (score of 90-94%) 

  Kritika M., Nora B., Smrti A., Umika S., Will S., Zachary M. Wynne D., Max N., Ella  

  G., John M., Grant P., Gwen S. 

  

Mr. Bomann and Mr. Lind thank all members for contributing to a good club year, with lots of 

learning, fun, and great success on the national exam.  We are proud of all of you! 

 

  
 Special Recognition 
 

 Mythology Club would like to recognize Gwen S. for 6 years of membership, assistance with club 

activities, and performing well on the American Classical League's National Mythology Examination.   For 

her  dedication to the study of mythology and the classics, Gwen is being nominated for the 

Excellence Through Classics Julia K. Petrino Memorial Award.  Mr. Bomann, Mr. Lind, and Mrs. Chen all 

wish to thank  Gwen for her hard work and contributions to Classical School's Mythology Club.    
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Clubs & Activities… 

Classical Girls’ Running Club  (1st-6th grade) 
 

The first Classical School girls running club exceeded expectations from the first week with a large group of 

active and enthusiastic girls along with many supportive parents.  We averaged 46 girl runners each 

week.  We had nine running weeks, four cancellations due to rain, and unfortunately one cancellation due to 

snow!  The girls learned and experienced basic stretching and yoga, motivational and empowering themes, 

relay games, and built up to about a 1-3 mile walk/run on the Ferber Trail.  The energy of the large number 

of runners each week was channelled and harnessed by volunteer parents including Jill Delfosse,  

Nicole Schmidt, Kathy Gerczak, Rocio Hoyer, Tami Schneider, and Sarah Roe.  

 

   Thank you coaches!    Aimee Eubank  &  Amy Stephenson 
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Student Council Update 
by Salma A.  

Hello Classical Families, 

We are almost to Summer Break!  This was a wonderful year, and I hope everyone will have a good break.  

This month we did Trevin’s Bead the Change.  When one of the students performed a random act of kindness, 

he or she had the opportunity to place a bead of his or her choice on the class bead strand.  The students 

also wrote what they did on their classroom posters.  Many beautiful bead-adorned strings were filled as well 

as the posters.  Great job!  The beads will be displayed on the Student Council board outside the Forum and 

in the office.  The posters will be hung in the Forum to show all those random acts of kindness.  Great job, 

students and staff!  

Have a great summer! 

Classical School Student Council  

 



 

 

Clubs & Activities… 

Classical Boys’ Running Club  (1st-6th grade) 
Despite a debut season marked by much rain and cooler temperatures, we had remarkable turnouts to 

run and have fun on Monday and Wednesday afternoons after school.  From mid-April through mid-May, 

upwards of 50 Classical boys in grades Kindergarten through 6th grade came to stretch and increase 

their cardio endurance with 15-minute lap running on the Ferber Trail, followed by short spurts of interval 

training in the guise of sharks and minnows, ladder runs, relays, and other fun games.  The season finale 

occurred at the Sam-I-Am Run for the Littlest Tumor Foundation on Saturday, May 24.  The day was 

marked by full sunshine, warm temperatures, and many smiles.  I want to thank all those parents who 

really helped make the 1st ever Boys Running Club at Classical School a reality.  It would not have 

happened without you.  Hopefully we will see more opportunities for the Running Club at our school in 

the future. 

Parent Volunteers:  Jen Andree, Yoly and Jason Anderson, Lisa Jermain, Kristin Killian, Kristin Mayer, 

Nancy Olson, Bill Richey, Adrienne Rickman, Rita Sivasamy 

 

 

 

 

 Thank you coaches! 

 

     Kristin Killian 

     Lisa Jermain 
 

 
*Picture included in parent version on Classical Columns* 

  



 

 

Clubs & Activities… 
Living History Day 

 

The 5th Grade classes participated in the Civil War Living History Day on May 9th at Telulah Park.  They had a 

beautiful day to march a mile in cadence with their regiments from Johnston School to Telulah where they 

participated in informative stations centered around Civil War historical facts & activities.  The day ended 

with a battle between the Union and the Confederates.   

 So much to experience!  A truly educational and fun fieldtrip! 
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Cinco De Mayo Celebration 

Our Spanish teachers did a wonderful job of planning and celebration Classicals cinco de mayo celebration.  

All  

classes enjoyed the tradition of breaking cascorones and  

the Salsa Mansana all school dance was a hit! 

Thank you, Senora Cilar, Senora Larviere, Senora Nelson,  

and Senora Meidl, for all you did to make this an enjoyable time for us all! 
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Volunteer Appreciation… 

Thank you to the many volunteers who give their time to Classical! 
 

Thank you to all parents who made cascarones for the Classical 

cinco de mayo celebration!  The students had a great time celebrating 

this annual tradition.  

  

We had several very unique cascarone desgins this year.  

 

 Fine Arts Brushstrokes… 

 

Hello Classical Families!   

 

Thank you to everyone who attended Classical School’s second annual  

Fine Arts Night.  It was great to see so many parents and students walking around and appreciating the 

visual and musical talents of our students.  Thank you also to Mrs. Casey and all of our Classical musicians for 

providing a wonderful array of music for our audience to enjoy.  I hope to see you all again for next year’s 

show! 
 

I can’t believe that another year is coming to a close.  I am very proud of the artwork my students at all 

grade levels have produced this year.  I look forward to another year with my students   learning about art 

and being as creative as we can be!  Take some time this summer to sit down with your children and paint a 

picture, create a sculpture, or just color.                        

 

They will cherish that time you spend with them, and everyone wins when you have a 

beautiful, finished piece of work to hang up on the walls!  Have a relaxing, enjoyable, fun-filled summer, and I 

look forward to seeing you in the fall!     

 

~Mrs. Eastman 
 

              Thank YOU Mrs. Eastman for all you do!  
                   ~Classical Families 
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Musical Notes… 
 
  

Ms. Kottman                                          Chorus 

Congratulations to the Classical Choirs on a wonderful year of music making! This has been a year 

of traveling through our voices to different lands, cultures, times, and spaces, and I am really 

looking forward to another year of learning and creating beautiful music together. Until then, sing 

out loud – in the car, in the shower, with the radio, to your iPod, at your piano or guitar, with your 

family and friends, or anywhere there’s music to be made! 

 

Mrs. Casey               General Music 

K-5th Grade General Music 

We are learning patriotic songs from our Core Knowledge Curriculum—the 5th graders sang many of 
their Civil War songs at the reenactment on May 9th. We are also playing review games to refresh 
rhythmic, melodic, and other concepts from this school year.  

Red Carpet Week 

Classical School piano students did an excellent job performing for their general music classes during 
“Red Carpet Week!” Each class also learned about and practiced good concert etiquette. We will look 
forward to this week again next year. 
 

4th-6th Grade Orchestra 

Students have made huge progress in their instrument playing since the beginning of the year! We 
presented our pieces at the spring orchestra concert “Around the World” on May 22nd. Now we will 
watch our performance and have an incentive giveaway for students with consistent practice records. 
Please encourage your children to practice at home over the summer. See below about summer 
opportunities for strings students to keep up their skills! 

7th & 8th Grade Orchestra 

The middle schoolers presented their hard work on the May 22nd concert—terrific job! Now we will take a 
day to watch our performance and write reflections. Then we will finish learning the composers and 
concepts of our Core Knowledge curriculum; at the end of the year, we will have a comprehensive final 
exam on this material.  
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General Information 

 

 

 

Suzuki Stars Group Class and Recital:  
This was the first year for Suzuki Stars, an afterschool club to teach students about the individual 
practice of voice and string instrument study. About 50 students participated over the course of the 
year! We will meet a final time on Thursday, May 29 to play some of our favorite games, sing songs, and 
rehearse for our concert which will be that evening at 4:00pm in the forum. All are invited to attend the 
concert. 
 
 
 

 

Classical School Fine Arts Night 

The second annual Classical School Fine Arts Night took place on Thursday, May 9th from 6:00-7:30pm in 
the forum. Thank you to the student musicians who played and families that attended this fun event! I 
hope to offer this performing opportunity to other students next year. 
 
 
 
 
 

Summer Music Programs 

Several exciting summer music camps and other programs are available to Classical School students! 
Many programs had a registration deadline of Friday, May 9th, however Lawrence Academy, Heid Music, 
and other music camps have later deadlines. Private lessons are also an option.  
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$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 

 

Knowledge-A-Thon 2014 
 

 

 

KAT 2014 was a wonderful success! 
We are still awaiting some company match funding;  

but our latest tallies show that we’ve taken in over $21,000!! 

 

 To the KAT 2014 committee members for all their hard work and support, especially in the 

following areas… 

 Sarah Roe – Poster Contest  Tami Schneider – KAT Kick-Off Video 

 Michal Slovick – Star Week  Michelle Schmitz – Bonanza Week 

 

 To the KAT Testing Day hosts, testers, tabulators, and many other helpers, including our 

8th grade students who took time out of their morning routine to make testing go so smoothly… 

 To all of the many volunteers who helped with the Poster Contest, Star Week, Lottery 

Lollapalooza, and Bonanza week…  

 To all of our business sponsors who advertised in our KAT 2014 booklet and support us with 

matching corporate funds…  

 To all of the wonderful teachers who entertained us with the KAT Kick-Off FROZEN Skit and to our 

school’s wonderful support staff for all of their much-needed assistance… 

 And to Kathy Diedrich, for her unfailing KAT 2014 support….  

- Sheri Hartzheim, KAT 2014 Chairman (sherisue@att.net 

mailto:sherisue@att.net


 

 

$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 
 
BoxTops Contest!     

The results are in!   Classical school collected a total of 17,956 box tops! 

 

Mrs. Hernandez Nagreen’s class won for the elementary classes and Mrs. Eastman’s class won for the 

middle school classes.   Both classes will enjoy a Dilly Bar party in honor of their win!  Thanks for your work 

cutting and turning in those Box Tops parents!   ~Jen Meetz 

 

Milk Moola 
Thank you for sending in your milk caps and milk bag labels.  We have collected more than 1200 caps and 

labels to send in to the Kwik Trip/Milk Moola fundraising program this year.  More caps are needed for the 

Swiss Valley/Cash For Caps program in order to redeem them for money for our school.  Both the Kids Caps & 

Cash and the Kemps Nickels For School progams have been discontinued.  Please continue to save the Swiss 

Valley and Kwik Trip caps and labels over the summer.    ~Nancy Olson 

 

Do you shop on Amazon?  
 

Now you can support Classical School when you shop on Amazon! Classical School is 

governed by the Classical Charter School Association (CCSA), through a board of 

directors, in accordance with a contract with the Appleton Area School District. As a 

Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation, the CCSA is eligible for contributions from 

Amazon through their new AmazonSmile Foundation. Every time you shop at 

smile.amazon.com, 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible items will be donated to 

the CCSA at no cost to you. In the past, CCSA funds have been utilized for teacher 

and staff appreciation and training, as well as graduation gifts. 

Questions you may have: 

 How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  

To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or 

mobile device. You may also want to add a bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to return 

and start your shopping at AmazonSmile.  

 Which products on AmazonSmile are eligible for charitable donations?  

Tens of millions of products on AmazonSmile are eligible for donations. You will see eligible products 

marked “Eligible for AmazonSmile donation” on their product detail pages. Recurring Subscribe-and-

Save purchases and subscription renewals are not currently eligible.  

 Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  

Yes, you use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, 

wedding or baby registry, and other account settings are also the same.  

 How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?  

On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations 

from eligible purchases before you begin shopping.  Your selection will be remembered and then 

every eligible purchase you make on AmazonSmile will result in a donation. 

 How do I select the CCSA as a charitable organization? 

Access the following URL - http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066 OR  

Access smile.amazon.com and from pick your charitable contribution drop down just  

enter "39-1958066 " or 'Classical Charter School Association Inc' and click on the Select Button  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066


 

 

The Importance of Summer Reading  

Ready or not, the end of the school year and the start of summer vacation are just around the corner. No doubt you 
are astounded at the amount of content your child has covered in just one year‘s time, but with summer break 
looming, you are probably eager to have your children extend their learning over the upcoming months. Summer 
reading is an easy, inexpensive, and enjoyable way for families to do just that! If books are chosen well and a few 
simple fluency-building techniques are used, reading comprehension and retention can continue to improve. 
Similarly, vocabulary development and content knowledge, which are critical for reading comprehension, can also 
be furthered through effective summer reading.  

Book Choices  
Granted, most children relish the extra freedom that comes with summer break, but it is amazing how much a 
simple reading list can help provide a little needed (and often welcomed) structure for children during the long 
summer months. The first step to creating a successful summer reading program in your home is to start with a 
written reading list for your child. You and your child can collaboratively establish this list. Many families also enjoy 
taking part in a public library summer reading program over the summer months to provide some structure to their 
reading. To help make the process easier, we have divided books into three simple categories below. You will 
probably find that left to their own devices, children are likely to choose heavily from the third category of books. 
Just as we would steer our children away from a steady diet of desserts toward a healthier diet, so too must we 
steer them toward healthy book choices. For that reason helping your child choose heavily from the first two 
categories below and sparingly from the third, will provide a good balance and give them the opportunity for 
building reading comprehension and knowledge.  

Categories:  

a. Fiction or non-fiction books that are at or slightly above your child‘s reading level are suggested for 
comprehension building. A great place to start is the Classical School reading list. Often children want to revisit old 
favorites that they have previously read or books that are new to them from the list, but which are now below their 
reading level. Because of the high quality of these works of literature, these books should be included as an 
addition to the more challenging selections on their summer reading list. Use the reading list as a gauge for reading 
level or speak with your child‘s teacher.  

b. Content-based books are non-fiction books written about an area of history, math, science, music, or art that has 
sparked your child‘s interest. Some of the books will be above your child‘s reading level but can make wonderful 
books to read aloud.  

c. ―Dessert Books‖ are often contemporary books that children enjoy reading and can be generally read without 
much effort or assistance. These books typically lack challenging vocabulary and often use relatively simple 
grammatical writing structures. They are called ―dessert books‖ because they are a small treat with minimal 
nourishment. They are fun to read but do little to develop our children‘s growing minds. It is easy for children to 
select summer reading from this category to the exclusion of the first two categories.  

Fluency Improving Techniques  
Increasing your child‘s reading fluency should be one of the goals of your summer reading program. The National 
Institute for Literacy describes reading fluency as the ―ability to read a text accurately and quickly.‖ Fluent readers 
―recognize words automatically.‖ They group words quickly to help them gain meaning from what they read. Fluent 
readers read aloud effortlessly and with expression. Their reading sounds natural, as if they are speaking. Readers 
who have not yet developed fluency read slowly, word by word. Their oral reading is choppy and plodding.‖ Fluent 
readers comprehend what they are reading because they do not need to take time to decode unfamiliar words and 
can therefore concentrate on the meaning of the text. Becoming a fluent reader happens gradually and requires 
years of practice and patience. Like becoming proficient on a musical instrument or pitching a softball, with 
repeated practice, fluent reading will happen!  

 Parroting  
 For younger children that are not yet firm in their reading fluency, parroting, or having the child repeat short 
 reading passages after the adult reader has read them, is effective. If the child is hesitant to do this for 



 

 

 you, start by having the child reread short passages with you and gradually work up to having him read it 
 alone. This skill should be practiced with books at or slightly below the child‘s reading level in order to 
 insure success and a feeling of accomplishment. It is extremely important that parroting is done in a 
 supportive atmosphere. Do not set your child up for failure by making him or her read unfamiliar text in front 
 of others (siblings, grandparents, friends, etc.) This technique is for practice not performance.  

 Repeated Reading  
 Fluency can also be improved through repeated oral reading. Different from parroting, this technique 
 requires that the child practice a passage repeatedly, often resulting in memorization. The child practices 
 one passage from a book that is at or above his reading level until facile and then moves on to another new 
 passage. Try to choose passages with challenging vocabulary to aid in vocabulary and background 
 knowledge acquisition. Always offer assistance with pronunciation and word meaning. Dictionary use can 
 also be practiced with unfamiliar words. Older, more fluent readers also benefit from this technique. Using 
 poetry or parts of famous speeches works well with older children.  

 Reading Aloud  
 Reading aloud to your children is an effective method to improve fluency that can be easily practiced at 
 home. In order for children to become fluent readers, they must first hear what fluent reading sounds like. 
 By reading effortlessly and with expression, you can model for your children how a fluent reader sounds. 
 Research shows that older students, grades 8 - 12, also benefit from hearing fluent reading. If you feel that 
 you are not a strong reader, books on tape are an alternative available at public libraries and area 
 bookstores.  

Importance of Background Knowledge  
All of this reading practice has the benefit of increasing fluency, thereby increasing reading comprehension. Since 
fluent readers do not need to take time to sound out the words in the text, they are able to easily decode the text 
and can concentrate on what the text is saying. Nevertheless, reading comprehension does not rely on fluent 
reading alone. Comprehension of both written and oral language is based upon one‘s vocabulary and content 
knowledge. Even a fluent reader cannot understand the text if the ideas and words in the text are unfamiliar. As 
E.D. Hirsch explains, ―Successful reading requires more than an ability to decode, or ‗sound out,‘ words. It also 
requires adequate background knowledge, or ‗cultural literacy.‘ Without background knowledge of history, literature, 
art, music, science, and math, students will read — but without comprehension.―  

With this in mind, choosing books from the first two categories discussed above for your child‘s summer reading is 
as important as any fluency exercises you may do with your child this summer. When reading aloud to your child, 
choose books that are above their reading level and contain complex vocabulary and rich content. This opens a 
world to our children that is not yet accessible to them through their own reading. The new information and 
vocabulary learned becomes part of their background knowledge, and background knowledge, along with a wide 
vocabulary, has been shown to be the best indicator of a student‘s future reading success.  

*For a list of recommended book choices suited to your child’s grade level, please see the Classical  

    School website at www.classicalcharter.com!  

Have a wonderful, safe summer.    Happy reading!! 

 

http://www.classicalcharter.com/

