
CLASSICAL  COLUMNS 
                        Classical School – Appleton, Wisconsin 

 
 
 
 

Building a Just and Excellent Educational Foundation                                         September 25, 2014 
 

Notes from the Dean-- 
Nancy Fischer 

                 

 

               Something Old, Something New: 

  5th-Century Lessons for Today’s Classical Classroom 

 

 

 

 

Prior to the start of each school year, educators across Appleton take part in staff    development training.  

At Classical, Paul Schaeffer, a classical education expert,    spoke to Classical School faculty and staff 

about what it means to be a true classical school. He referred to the 1600-year-old educational wisdom of 

St. Augustine of Hippo—and though it may be millennia old, that wisdom is still relevant today! Here, 

from a piece about Augustine by John Immerwahr
1
, are some of the key lessons for contemporary 

educators. 

 

Teachers can best deliver content in a dynamic classroom 

 

Content is king. We know that a specific, structured sequence of rich content is the best way to give 

students an academic base on which they‘ll build the rest of their academic careers. And Augustine, 

Immerwahr explains, knew this too—but he also knew that students don‘t easily absorb content without 

engaged teachers and dynamic classrooms. Passionate teachers make their students passionate, and in turn 

students‘ newfound passion inspires even greater passion in teachers. The student-teacher relationship is 

critical, and teachers should measure their success not in terms of how much material they‘re teaching but  

rather in terms of how much material their students are learning. 

 

Tailored teaching helps students succeed 

 

Each student in a classroom must learn the same content. But that doesn‘t mean that every pedagogical 

technique will help each student the exact same way—Augustine took care to tailor his teaching to his 

students‘ individual needs and expand each student‘s ability to learn in multiple ways. Learning is hard 

work and we can help students better understand new material by first discovering and understanding the 

learning tools they‘ve already developed—and then by helping expand their learning tool repertoire.  

 

 

                                                 
1 Immerwahr, John. ―Teaching in the Inspiration of St. Augustine: Seven Augustinian Principles.‖ 
https://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/mission/campusministry/spirituality/resources/spirituality/educatorresources/_jcr_content/page
content/download_2/file.res/Immerwahr.pdf 

https://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/mission/campusministry/spirituality/resources/spirituality/educatorresources/_jcr_content/pagecontent/download_2/file.res/Immerwahr.pdf
https://www1.villanova.edu/content/villanova/mission/campusministry/spirituality/resources/spirituality/educatorresources/_jcr_content/pagecontent/download_2/file.res/Immerwahr.pdf


Classrooms can be scary 

 

Many students feel at least one of the following two classroom fears: 1) the fear of speaking up (and 

perhaps being challenged by their peers or teachers) and 2) the fear of their peers believing that they‘re 

‗teachers‘ pets when they answer questions correctly. Even the chattiest students can grow shy and quiet 

under their teachers‘ and peers‘ gazes—so teachers, Augustine knew, should create a space in which 

students feel safe to participate and provide many opportunities for public speaking practice. 

 

Attention is a valuable resource—manage it carefully 

 

Augustine knew that students‘ attention can be a limited commodity. And that‘s not a criticism to 

students—Augustine simply acknowledged that his students led busy lives, spent lots of time studying 

outside of classes, had lots of extracurricular activities on their plates, and didn‘t always get enough sleep. 

Our students are the same, and teachers today can use the same techniques to manage or reset their 

students‘ attention that Augustine used to manage or reset his students‘: they can use discussion to break 

up long lectures, take breaks when students begin to tire, use a quick physical movement, and periodically 

reengage their students‘ attention spans with appropriate, relevant humor and anecdotes. 

 

Find novelty in familiar material 

 

Typically material is not new to the one teaching it. And when we teach our students, it‘s easy for us to 

forget that the material we‘re teaching is completely foreign to them… but that‘s not just a challenge—

it‘s an opportunity. Augustine knew that the novelty of exciting material can draw students in and that to 

do so, teachers must joyfully share their excitement with their students. And their students‘ excitement 

will grow—it‘s tough not to marvel at exciting, engaging, and new material. 

 

These lessons are old, but they should still inform the way we teach students today. Augustine‘s wisdom 

is timeless—and there‘s no better place to use it than in today‘s classical classroom. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
          Classical Education Scene in Ancient Rome 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 



 
Notes from the CCSA Board 

 
Front Row:  Karen Cheng, Member;  Peter Leschke, President;  Kiran Chawla, Treasurer 

Back Row:  Thomas Bomann, Vice President;   Joanne Bielmeier, Secretary 
 

Welcome to our sixteenth year of operation, and our continued commitment to a just and excellent educational 
foundation for all of our students.  For those of you new to Classical School, CCSA is a Wisconsin non-profit 
corporation that was formed for the purpose of founding Classical school.  CCSA is the contracting entity with AASD 
to operate Classical School. The CCSA Board ensures that the terms of the charter with the Appleton Area School 
District are fulfilled, including maintaining the Mission and Philosophy as set forth in the charter.  The following 
section of the charter sets forth the responsibilities of the CCSA Board: 
  

1. Setting the educational philosophy of Classical School to be consistent with the  
Mission and  Philosophy Statement of  Classical School. 

  
2.    Establishing and overseeing curriculum; 

  
3.    Ensuring compliance with this charter school contract; 

  
4.    Appointment of the requisite number of CCSA Board members to the Advisory Council; 

  
5.    Reviewing administrator performance with the AASD Assistant Superintendent;  

  
6.    Such other matters as the CCSA Board may deem necessary or appropriate with  
       regard to the operations or affairs of the Classical School. 

  
  

We look forward to getting to know our new families at Classical School. 
With Fall Fest around the corner we hope to connect with as many families as possible. 

Here’s to another exciting year of learning at Classical School! 
 

The next open CCSA Board Meeting is November 13th in Room 124 in the middle school wing.    
Look for the agenda posted on the Classical website and on the bulletin board outside the school office. 

http://www.classicalcharter.com/current-families/staff-directory/karen-cheng/
http://www.classicalcharter.com/current-families/staff-directory/peter-leschke/
http://www.classicalcharter.com/current-families/staff-directory/kiran-chawla/
http://www.classicalcharter.com/current-families/staff-directory/thomas-bomann/
http://www.classicalcharter.com/current-families/staff-directory/joanne-bielmeier/


 
           
 

Classical School Bids Farewell to Kathy Povolny~ 
 

  Fifteen years ago, Classical School opened its doors and 
welcomed 200 students and their families to our new 
charter school – the second charter school in the Appleton Area School District and 
the first to serve grades K-6.  Excitement was in the air as parents escorted their 
children to the classrooms to deliver their school supplies and to meet their new 
teachers. Kathy Povolny was one of those founding parents helping three of her 
four children on their first day at Classical: Leah in Kindergarten, Hannah in first 
grade, and Luke in third.  Baby John tagged along in his stroller.  From the very 
beginning, Kathy played an instrumental role in the school’s formation. She lent her 

considerable and wide-ranging talents to several important volunteer efforts.  Kathy joined the Classical 
Charter School Association board of directors.  While a member of the board, she served in an officer’s 
position as well as on a number of committees.   It was her experiences as a founding parent of the 
school and her role as a board director that made Kathy a perfect fit for the school’s Program Support 
Position – a role that worked primarily with prospective parents and the school’s enrollment and 
recruitment.   The school was excited to make an official position for her and hire her in that role in 2002.    
  
For many of you, Kathy Povolny was probably your first point of contact to Classical School. Most likely 
she talked to you when you inquired about the school for your family, and it is probably reasonable to say 
that she was one of the key factors in helping you decide to enroll at Classical. Kathy is known widely for 
her high level of dedication to the school, professional and detailed communications, warm and gracious 
personality, and wealth of knowledge about our program.  Kathy had the history and perspective of our 
school’s inception and knew firsthand what it meant to be a Classical School parent—seeing her four 
children learn and grow from Kindergarten through graduation in 8th grade.  She knew what it was like to 
lead the school from a governance position on the board and then to watch the school grow into a 
mature institution while she was an employee.   
  
As Classical School has evolved over the years, we have worked hard to build rituals and traditions that 
bind us to one another through our shared experiences and memories.  Along the way, a few very 
special individuals stand out for their significant contributions that shaped the school’s culture, academic 
program, and reputation. Kathy Povolny is one of those people; she is a pillar of the Classical School 
community and a key figure in our history. After more than fifteen years of working for Classical School 
as a parent volunteer, staff member, and great champion of our mission and vision, Kathy made the 
decision to retire this past summer.  We can never fully express  how much she has meant to the school 
and to all of us who know her or whose lives have been changed for the better because of her service 
and kindnesses. We hope, though, that she will leave Classical School knowing how much we treasure 
and appreciate her. She is one of a kind and will be dearly missed. 
  
On behalf of the entire Classical School community, we give our best wishes to Kathy Povolny and her 
entire family as she moves on to her next venture in life!  
 

~Constance Ford  
                                                                                                               Founding CCSA Board Director and  

Former Classical School Dean of Administrative and Academic Affairs 



Up and Coming… 
Time Sensitive:  Yearbook Advisors 
ATTENTION ALL PARENTS: 

Do you want to be involved with Classical School Yearbook?  Duyen Bagwell, Classical School’s lead yearbook 

advisor, is seeking parental assistance in advising student editors in creating the 2014-2015 yearbook. 

 Parent advisors will help students select a yearbook cover design and backgrounds, layout pages, select 

images, take pictures, organize, create, and make other decisions related to the yearbook.  Meetings are 

usually held during Resource hour, once a week until December when meetings may be held twice a week to 

meet deadlines.   

If interested, please contact Duyen Bagwell at (920) 738-1882 or via email at dbagwell@new.rr.com.             

Please respond by Friday, September 26th. 

Concordia Trip  
Reminder:  All 7th & 8th grade students who are attending the field trip to Concordia Language Village Nov. 6-

9, 2014 must return all forms and the balance of $250 to the office by October 1st. 

 

Fall Fest & Scholastic Book Fair 
Please join us for Classical’s Fall Fest & Scholastic Book Fair kick-off scheduled for October 10th!  Games, 

dinner, bounce house, photo booth, popcorn, balloon shaping, bake sale, Scholastic Book Fair, and more.  The 

Classical School Store will be open as well.  Shop for outstanding school apparel that is perfect for Spirit 

Days! Please see the attached Fall Fest flier at the end of this newsletter for more details.  We need many 

volunteers to make this event fun and safe!   

Please follow this link to Volunteer Spot to sign-up to volunteer:   http://vols.pt/7KgoWE  

 

The Scholastic Book Fair begins on Friday night, October 10th with Fall Fest this 

year! Last year we earned enough Scholastic Dollars to buy almost $800 in books for the 

Emergency Shelter of the Fox Valley and almost $800 in books for Harbor House. In 

addition we purchased almost $750 worth of books for classroom libraries here at 

Classical School. Book Fair fliers were sent home in today’s Pegasus Fliers.  If you cannot 

make it to the fair, you may also shop online! We look forward to seeing you at the fair in 

October!  

 

Classical School Photo Retake Day  
Classical School photo retake day has been scheduled for Tuesday, October 14th.  

If your child missed our scheduled picture day or needs to have a retake done, please mark 

your calendars for this date. 

 

Parent Teacher Conferences 
Classical’s fall parent teacher conferences are scheduled for October 14th, 15th & 16th from 4:00-6:15.  

Please see the attached schedule for all Spanish, music, phy. ed, art, and school support staff if you 

are interested in dropping in to see them on conference nights. 

*Middle School parents:  A conference night preference letter was mailed out on Wed, Sept. 24th.   

     Please return the preference form by Thursday, October 2nd. 

 

Fall Break 

Please note that there will be no school for students on October 23rd & 24th. 

mailto:dbagwell@new.rr.com
http://vols.pt/7KgoWE


Up and Coming…        
Student Council Spirit Day (all students)  

Classical School’s first spirit day will be Friday, October 31st. 

This will be a SUPER spirit day!   

We ask that students try to be head to toe in Classical School apparel or gold, navy, and white. 

            We want to SEE your school spirit! 

WKCE Testing (4th & 8th grades) 
Information will soon be sent home regarding Wisconsin’s upcoming WKCE testing.  

Classical School will administer the WKCE test to 4th & 8th grade students during 

the week of October 27th-31st. PLEASE AVOID MAKING APPOINTMENTS 

during the dates listed above so your child will not have to make up the exams later 

during class times.  Classical students have always done very well on the Wisconsin 

Knowledge and Concepts exams and we are confident that they will do well this 

year also.  Thank you for your help by encouraging a good night sleep and healthy 

breakfast in preparation for taking these exams. 

 
Book It!® Reading Incentive Program 
 

Please join in the fun of making your child a better reader  

and successful student.  Our school is participating in the 

BOOK IT!® Reading Incentive Program this year as part of 

the reading we do outside the classroom.  Sponsored by Pizza Hut, the program strives to motivate students 

to read more.  This is how it works: 

 

 Families interested in participating should download a Book It!® reading log from the Classical School 

website.  You can find the logs by clicking on the ―Current Families‖ tab, select ―Parent Resources,‖ 

find ―Book It!‖ logs.  Print the log that corresponds to your student’s grade level (grade level reading 

goals differ).   You will receive a reminder through the Classical Columns to print a new log each 

month. 

 

 Either you or your child should record the number of minutes he or she reads each day on the 

reading log.    

 

 At the end of the month, please tally up the monthly total and sign and date the tally sheet.  Your 

student should return the tally sheet to their teacher. 

 

 Kindergarten families:  a tally sheet for the month of October was sent home in the Pegasus Fliers 

this evening.   This is the only hardcopy you will receive this year.  All other tally sheets must be 

printed from the Classical website.  

 

 When the monthly goal is met, your child’s teacher will present him/her with a pizza award 

certificate good for a free, one-topping Personal Pan Pizza from participating Pizza Hut locations.  

There is no purchase required and the pizza can be taken to go. 

 

 Feel free to help your child meet his or her reading goals each month by reading aloud together 

during the week.  



Clubs & Activities… 

Patriot’s Pen Essay Contest “Why I Appreciate America’s Veterans” 
The Appleton Post & the VFW are sponsoring a youth essay contest open to 6th, 7th & 8th  

grade students.  If your child is interested in participating, please pick up a student entry 

& contest rules form in the info slots near the school office.  Entries are due by  

October 31st and can be submitted to the office.  A VFW representative will be picking up the entries  

on November 1st.   

 

Tennis Club (6th-8th graders) 
Tennis Club will be offered in the spring only this year.  We are able to offer tennis club 

in the fall & spring if we have a volunteer coordinator.  If you are willing to run tennis 

club next fall, please contact Kathy Diedrich diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us .  Classical 

Tennis Club is a noncompetitive, fun exposure to the sport of tennis. 

You do not have to be an expert to run the club—you just need some basic knowledge 

and a willingness to have fun!  The format of each club session is up to you.  Typically 

the club has met once or twice a week Sept-mid October and again mid April-May 

weather depending.    Melody Lewis will be running the tennis club this spring.   

Watch for more info and registration forms in March. 

 

Lego League (4th-8th graders) 
Classical School’s two Lego League teams are busy preparing for their November 16 competition!  This year’s 

theme, ―FLLWorld Class—Learning Unleashed,‖ challenges teams to find an innovative new way to teach an 

everyday skill.  Teams will present their idea with a science fair-style booth and skit. The challenge also 

brings teams to the table, where they will program a Lego Mindstorms® robot to complete a series of tasks.    

Good Luck Teams! 
If you are interested in getting your child involved with Lego League in 2015, please watch for team 

registration information in May. 

 

Ski Club (7th & 8th graders) 
There will be a registration meeting on Wednesday, October 29th during resource for all 7th & 8th grade 

students interested in Classical Ski Club.  During this meeting students will be given a packet full of 

information and paperwork about the upcoming middle school ski trips.  The packet also includes chaperone 

information and paperwork for any parents interested in chaperoning one or all of the ski trips.  Please note 

that ski helmets are a requirement to participate in Classical Ski Club whether owned or rented.  

 

This school year, the 7th & 8th grade students will be traveling to Nordic Ski Mountain for four fun-filled 

ski adventures on January 9th, January 23rd, February 6th, and February 27th.  The make-up date due to 

inclement weather or school closing will be March 13th.   Previous 

skiing experience is NOT a requirement to join ski club as ski and 

snowboard lessons are offered by Nordic Ski Mountain.  Classical 

Ski Club membership will close on Wednesday, November 26th; all 

student and chaperone paperwork is due on this date.  A chaperone 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 9th at 6:00pm in room 

124 for all chaperones that return all necessary chaperone forms.   

All questions should be sent to Mrs. Crownhart at 

crownhartjessi@aasd.k12.wi.us 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us
mailto:crownhartjessi@aasd.k12.wi.us


Clubs & Activities… 

 

Chess Club 

Classical Chess Club will begin on November 7th and is offered to grades 2-5 this year.  

Please watch your child’s Pegasus Flier in the coming weeks for a registration form if 

you are interested.  This year’s club advisors are Ms. Chawla, Ms. Schmitz and  

Mr. Fager.  We are looking forward to a fun and challenging season! 

 

Forensics (5th-8th graders) 
 
If your child is interested in participating in Forensics this year, please attend a short 

meeting for parents and students on Wednesday, October 9, 2014 from 6:00-7:00pm in 

the Classical School Forum. 

 

 We need ALL families interested in forensics to attend this meeting! 

 

We were recently informed that Little Chute Middle School is unable to host the Level I 

and Level II Forensics Meets for 2015. We have decided to take on the very large task of 

hosting these meets at Classical School again in order for our students to have somewhere to compete.  

These are big events for Classical School to host, and we will need help from the families to make these 

events successful!  The meets are scheduled for the following dates: 

Practice Meet — Saturday, January 24, 2015, from 8:00am — Noon 

Level I Meet — Saturday, January 31, 2015, from 8:00am — 1:00pm 

Level II Meet — Saturday, February 21, 2015, from 8:00am — 1:00pm 

 

If you are unable to be at the Level I and Level II meets, you will not be able to participate in Forensics.   

 

The Forensics meets should NOT interfere with Ski Club, Solo/Ensemble, or Science Olympiad.  We tried our 

best to coordinate our meets around activities that our students participate in. However, it would be helpful 

if you could place our meet dates on your home calendar in order to avoid planning future activities on these 

dates as well.    

        ~Mrs. VanRyzin & Mrs. Crownhart 

 

Mythology Club 
Mythology Club will begin in November and is offered to Grades 3-8.  There was a misprint in the 

registration materials regarding grade levels that can participate in Mythology Club.  If your child is a 2nd 

grader this year and interested in Mythology Club, we look forward to having them join us next year!   
 

Classical/Einstein Upcoming Fall Athletic Teams:   7th/8th Boys’ Basketball 

 
The Einstein/Classical boys’ basketball season is just around the corner.   Sign up will be in the 

Classical office from Sept. 29th-Oct. 10th.  Practice begins on October 13th at Einstein.  Please 

check the Einstein School website, ―athletics‖ tab, for more information. 

All potential players MUST have an updated physical or alternate year physical form on file 

in the Classical School office prior to the first day of practice.  You will not be able to 

practice unless you have the proper forms turned in.  

       You can pick-up those forms in the Classical School office. 



NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 
 

NEW Speech & Language Specialist 
Classical welcomes Ms. Raeanne Albertson as our new speech and language specialist. 

 

Are you receiving multiple duplicate calls from the AASD robocall system? 
If you are receiving calls from AASD & Classical School on a phone that you do not desire to 

receive school calls, or if you are receiving duplicate calls, you need to change your contact 

preferences on Infinite Campus. 

 

From the district:  It is essential that we have current home and emergency information for 

students.  With the new student information system, Infinite Campus, each parent/guardian was 
supplied with a unique activation key to create a username and password.  This enables parents/guardians to logon 

to Infinite Campus to add all emergency contact information and make any address and telephone changes.  
Please keep this information up-to-date.  If you don’t have computer access, please send any changes to the 

school office.  This helps to facilitate quick contact with families in case of illness, accident, or other emergencies.  
Also, if there is some confidential information regarding your child that the office should be made aware of, please 

let us know as soon as possible.  It is for the safety of your child that the school be kept informed. 
 

If you did not receive a unique activation key, please contact the school office at 832-4968 for assistance. 

 

6th-8th Grade Math Homework Help Sessions 
Math Help sessions began on September 16th and will run through the end of May.  

Mrs. VanRyzin will assist students in grades 6-8th (Saxon 76 through Geometry) who need 

extra help with their math homework or have make-up math homework to complete. 

Students interested in extra help should meet in Mrs. VanRyzin’s classroom (Room 122). 

Math help is available every Tuesday and Wednesday from 3:00-4:00pm except October 

and March conference days.   

 

                   You do not have to sign up ahead of time to come in for math help! 

 

3rd-8th Grade Spanish Help Sessions 

Does your child need help with Spanish?    Encourage them to attend ¡ALMUERZO! 
Sra. Cihlar is offering help on Thursdays during student lunch periods.   
 
Students in grades 3-6:  Bring their Spanish materials to the lunchroom.  Eat their lunches, 

then meet Sra. Cihlar in room 114 (that’s Mrs. Foley’s classroom upstairs) during lunch recess. 

Students in grades 7 & 8:  Eat their lunches in the Forum, then meet Sra. Cihlar in the conference room 

(near the office) at 12:20 to get help with their Spanish. 

Tutoring Program at the Appleton YMCA 

The tutoring program at the YMCA is offered to any student K—12.  Sessions run for one hour in the late 

afternoon and evenings Monday through Thursday.  All tutors are Lawrence University students.  The cost is 

very low; a $25.00 registration fee but no charge for the sessions themselves.  

Parents needs to register their students.  Registration forms can be found in the info slots near the office 

or at the YMCA. 



NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 

    

    From the desk of Mrs. Kemps:   
  Homework Collection Procedures 
When homework is requested in the morning, it is collected in the office for pickup at 

the end of the school day.  Any homework that has not been picked up by the time the 

school office closes at 3:45 pm will be put on the homework cart in the hallway outside 

the office.  The school building is open until 6:00 pm, so you will have access to the 

homework until that time.   

     Please use the following procedures for picking up homework: 

 Request homework for Grades K – 6 by 8:30 am when calling your child in absent. 

 Pickup at the end of the day.  Teachers’ schedules do not permit for early pickup. 

 Please make every effort to have homework picked up.  Teachers use their prep time during the day to gather 

homework, and if no one picks it up, it’s time wasted. 

 If you are requesting homework to be sent home with another student, the office procedure is to gather it in 

the office from the teachers and then call the student to the office during afternoon announcements at the end 

of the day.  If it doesn’t make it home, it’s because the student didn’t report to the office after being called. 

 All middle school homework is collected automatically and taken to Mrs. Van Ryzin’s room.  Please have the 

homework picked up from Mrs. Van Ryzin’s room (Classroom #122).  Her room is not locked and can be accessed 

until the building closes at 6:00 pm. 

      Please call the school office if you have any questions...thank you! 

From the Desk of the School Nurse:   
       Immunization Reminders 

Attention 6th Grade Parents 
If your child has not yet received the Tdap vaccination, please contact your health care provider to schedule an 

appointment.  Once the vaccine is received, please provide a copy of the updated shot record to the main 

office.  If you do not wish to have your child immunized, you are required to sign a waiver.  You may obtain a 

waiver form from the school office. 

 
Attention Kindergarten Parents 
If your child has not yet received his/her ―kindergarten shots‖ (DTaP, Polio. MMR, Varicella), please contact 

your health care provider to schedule an appointment.  Once the vaccines have been received, please provide 

a copy of the updated shot record to the main office.  If you do not wish to have your child immunized, you are required 

to sign a waiver.  You may obtain a waiver form from the school office.  

Please feel free to contact Debbie Olson at olsondeborah@aasd.k12.wi.us if you have any questions.  Thank you for your 

prompt consideration of this request. 

You can find an immunization grid attached to the end of this newsletter for your convenience.  

*If your student currently has medications kept in the school office, these medications are unavailable after 

3:45 pm when the office staff leaves. If your child may need medication during an after school activity, 

please contact the office to discuss.* 

mailto:olsondeborah@aasd.k12.wi.us


Volunteer Appreciation…     

 

 

Many thanks to the parents who volunteered to coordinate clubs & activities this 

year: 

 
Jeanne Juve--Box Tops fundraiser   Sarah Roe—Staff Appreciation & Conference Dinners 

Yoly Anderson—Boys’ Running Club    Jill Delfosse—Staff Meeting Treats 

Melody Lewis—Tennis Club   Kiran Chawla & Michelle Schmitz--Chess Club 

Duyen Bagwell—Yearbook   Nicole Argall-Knapp & John Krupka—Lego League 

  

                   Please consider coming alongside these coordinators and assisting them! 

 

Each coordinator has received a list of people who indicated an interest in various clubs, fundraisers, events, 

etc, along with your contact information.  If you have an interest, and didn’t indicate that on the Volunteer 

Form that come home with registration materials in August, please contact Kathy Diedrich, Program 

Specialist, at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us and she will get you connected with the coordinator--Thank you!   

 

We are still looking to fill the following coordinator positions: 

 

Classical School Store 

Rockin’ 50’s & 60’s School Dance 

                                                        Destination Imagination 

                            Girls’ Running Club—confirming coordinator 

 

School Store:  A once a month commitment from 2:30-3:30.  Involves setting out school 

merchandise on the table provided and collecting money for purchases.  As inventory gets low, 

coordinate ordering items to replenish stock. 

 

Rockin’ School Dance:  Scheduled for January 30th this year, your responsibilities would 

include coordinating volunteers to collect tickets, provide refreshments and run the hula hoop 

contest.  A volunteer helper list is already compiled, but we need a coordinator.  Our past 

coordinators, Lisa Tillema-Cuff & Tami Schneider are happy to walk you through the process 

and assist you!   

 

Destination Imagination:  If you are considering coordinating a team, we would need to know 

very soon as your team would need to get a start on their presentation!  Please visit 

www.destinationimagination.org for information on the program.  A volunteer list of helpers is 

already compiled, but we need a school coordinator & lead coach. 

 
  “Many hands make light work.” 

          ~John Heywood 

 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us
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Fine Arts Brushstrokes… 

Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to another year at Classical!  I am looking forward to seeing all of our returning students, and 

excited to meet all of our new students!  I have had a busy summer, but I am ready to get 

back into teaching art!   

I am excited to teach another year at Classical.  Classical provides such a close family 

atmosphere, for students and teachers alike.  I’m truly blessed to be teaching in a place I 

love and believe in.   

Please remember that my door is always open…however, if you need to talk with me, please 

try to set up a time beforehand.  The best way to reach me is through my school email 

EASTMANJENNIFE@aasd.k12.wi.us.  I’d be happy to share any ideas/concerns/thoughts about your child.  I 

love open communication with my parents, so please feel free to drop me an email...even if it’s just to say 

hello!  I look forward to seeing you throughout the year!  See you soon!     ~Mrs. Eastman 

 

Physical Education Moves…  

 

Mr. Gilbert 
7th and 8th Grade  

 

Welcome Back! We are looking forward to another exciting year of activity. Our first 

unit will be a combination of soccer and speedball. We will be working on our soccer 

skills, lead up games, and then regular games. The students will be learning rules, 

strategies, terminology, and teamwork. We will have a quiz at the end of the unit. 

 

Just a little reminder the students need to be wearing gym clothes for class. Gym 

clothes are to include: tee-shirt (collar up to the neck), athletic shorts, socks, and gym shoes. The gym shoes 

can be the tennis shoes they wear to school. We will be going outside until mid-October so having a 

sweatshirt and/or sweatpants is recommended.    ~Mr. Gilbert 
 
 

Mrs. Jadin 
Kindergarten-6th Grade       

 
This month we started off by learning procedures and protocols for physical 

education, centralizing mostly on how to be safe when we are doing different 

activities. Please make sure your child has a pair of tennis shoes for class, as it is 

a safety concern if they are wearing open or loose shoes, and they might not 

be allowed to participate depending on what we are doing that day. Also, if you have old 

tennis shoes, I will gladly take them to keep in my office for those days when a student forgets 

his/her shoes.  

As we move into the fall and the weather gets cooler, please make sure your child has a 

sweatshirt or something to keep them warm as we will be going outside for class when weather 

permits. 
                ~Mrs. Jadin 

mailto:EASTMANJENNIFE@aasd.k12.wi.us


Musical Notes… 
Mrs. Casey                                K-6 General Music, 4-6 Strings 

Welcome back! It is wonderful how energetic and musical the students have been in music classes 

already this first week. I look forward to an artistic school year. Please mark these concert dates 

on your calendar – we look forward to presenting our music to you: 

 

General Music Concerts 
Tuesday, November 18 – Fall Music Concert (Gr. 4-6), 6:00 PM, Forum 

Thursday, February 5 – Spring Music Concert (Gr. K-3), 6:00 PM, Forum 

         

Orchestra Concerts 

Thursday, December 11 – Winter Orchestra Concert (Gr. 4-8), 7:00 PM, Forum 

Tuesday, April 14 – All-City Strings Festival (Gr. 5-12), 7:00 PM, PAC 

Tuesday, May 19 – Spring Orchestra Concert (Gr. 4-8), 7:00 PM, Forum 

 Gr. 6-8, see MS Honors and Solo & Ensemble (co-curricular) dates below 

Band & Choir Concerts 
Thursday, November 20 – Fall Band & Choir Concert (Gr. 7-8), 7:30 PM, Forum 

Tuesday, March 24 - Northside Choral Festival (Gr. 7), 7:00 PM, Lawrence Memorial Chapel 

Thursday, March 26 - Classic Hits Choir Concert (Gr. 8), 7:30pm, Einstein MS Auditorium 

Saturday, April 11 – AASD ―Band Together‖ Music Marathon (Gr. 7-12), Appleton North HS 

Tuesday, May 5 – Spring Band Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, Forum 

Tuesday, May 12 – Spring Choir Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, Forum 

 

Middle School Music Co-curriculars  
Saturday, November 1 – WSMA Middle Level Honors Orchestra (Gr. 7-8), 1:00 PM in Madison, WI 

Thursday, February 19 – ¡PASTA! Night (Gr. 6-8), Einstein Cafeteria 

Saturday, February 28 – Piano & Vocal District Solo & Ensemble Festival (Gr. 6-12), Appleton East HS 

Saturday, March 7 – Instrumental District Solo & Ensemble Festival (Gr. 6-12), Appleton East HS 

Saturday, April 25 – State Solo & Ensemble Festival (Gr. 7-12), UW-Oshkosh 

 

Mrs. Kottman             7th & 8th Grade Chorus 

 

Choir Notes & News – September 

Welcome to what is sure to be a great year of singing!  

Whether your students sang over the summer in a choir, in a camp, or just in the car, I am thrilled to see the 

7th and 8th grade choirs up and running again. This year will be full of fun and challenging music that we will 

be making, singing, listening to, experiencing, analyzing, and sharing. The calendar below lists upcoming 

Classical Choir events; please see the Classical Choir Handbook for more information. 
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UPDATED   Classical 7th & 8th Grade Choir Performances, 2014-2015                           

The Spring 6-8
th

 grade choir concert is on Tues, May 12 (not May 20 as originally printed in the Choir 

Handbook). 

Date Event Who Where & Wear When 

 

Thursday, Nov 20* 

 

Classical Choirs & 

Bands Concert 

 

Classical 7-8 Choirs 

The Forum 

- standard concert dress 

 

7:30pm 

 

Thursday, Feb 19 

 

PASTA Night 

Classical Music Department 

(Band, Choir, and Orchestra) 

Einstein Cafeteria 

- dress nicely 

 

5-8pm 

 

Saturday, Feb 22 

 

Solo & Ensemble 

 

Optional (additional fees 

necessary for participation) 

       Appleton East High School 

- dress nicely 

TBA 

(daytim

e) 

 

Tuesday, Mar 24* 

 

Northside Choral 

Festival 

 

7
th
 Grade Choir 

& North HS Choirs 

Lawrence University Memorial 

Chapel 

- all black 

 

7:00pm 

 

Thursday, Mar 26* 

 

Classic Hits Concert 

 

8
th
 Grade Choir 

& Einstein 8
th
 Grade Choirs 

Einstein Auditorium 

- colorful shirt, jeans 

 

7:30pm 

 

Tuesday, May 12* 

Classical Spring 

Choral Concert 

 

Classical 6-8 Choirs 

The Forum 

- standard concert dress 

 

7:30pm 

 

Mr. Grover               6-8th Grade Band 

7th and 8th grade band -- Here in the early weeks we will be covering the following topics: instrument basics, 

long tones, the Bb scale, playing exercises from our book, basic rhythm counting, some American music (marches 

and Jazz) and some new body percussion grooves. We may even get to cover some West African drumming and 

dancing if we can get far enough with everything else!   Ask your student about all of those things! Let Mr. G know 

if you have questions. 

 

6th grade band –We have begun!  If you have not received an email or note from Mr. Grover about 6
th

 grade band 

lessons or you have questions for him, please let him know. 

 

 
Eli Grover 

Instrumental and Exploratory Music 
Einstein Middle School and Classical School 

groverelijah@aasd.k12.wi.us 
office- 920-832-6240 ext 3130 

                                       cell- 651-357-3164 
 

Ms. Leavitt           7th Grade Orchestra 

Greetings from your 7
th
 Grade Orchestra teacher here at Classical!  I’m new to Appleton and the school, but I’m 

thrilled to be here.  Please feel free to take a look at my bio onlineYour students should have brought home with 

them an orchestra handbook explaining what is expected of them this year, including concert dates!  Please put 

those on your family calendar as they will be exciting events you won’t want to miss.  We’re starting off our year 

with a few pieces that get us back into the swing of things of reading notes 

and playing music as an ensemble.  I can’t wait to see (and hear) all that we 

accomplish!  

mailto:groverelijah@aasd.k12.wi.us


Ms. Olson           8th Grade Orchestra 

Welcome to 8th Grade Orchestra! 

Please take time to read my bio and learn a little bit about me.  I taught at Classical a few 

years back as the 7th and 8th grade Choral teacher, and I’m happy to be back!   

We will be starting the year out learning the ―Star Spangled Banner.‖  This piece does a great 

job of reviewing some tricky fingerings and what a good set-up looks like.  Our first concert is 

already on Tuesday, October 28! 

 

     $$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 

Best Buy Reward Zone Programs for Schools    
The Best Buy Reward Zone Program for Schools is designed to allow shoppers to donate their Reward 
Program Points to the school of their choice.  Reward Zone reward certificates can then be used by schools 
to purchase technology products.  For each purchase where you donate your reward points, 2% is given 
back in Reward Zone certificates to Classical School.   When you are making your purchase at Best Buy, 
the cashier will ask you if would like to donate your Reward Zone certificates to your local school.  All you 
need to do is consent and give the name of your school:  Classical School.  By participating in this program 
you are helping us obtain the technology Classical School needs.  Thank you! 

 
Milk Caps = Nickels for Classical School! 

Each milk cap we turn in counts.  Those nickels do add up!   

In past years, Classical School families turned in about 6,500 caps (Over $324 worth)!  Nice job!  

Keep saving your milk caps.. Ask your family and friends to save them for you as well.  

We participate in two different milk cap programs: Kwik Trip Milk Moola & Swiss Valley Cash for Caps. 

Deposit your caps in the bin outside of the school office.   

Questions?  Contact Nancy Olson kristoferolson@hotmail.com.   

 

Office Depot 
When shopping at Office Depot, don’t forget about their ―5% Back-to-Schools‖ Program!   
You can help our school earn credits for free supplies. 

This program is Office Depot’s way of saying ―thank you‖ for the difference we make in the lives of 
children and the community.  
Our unique school I.D. number is #70108234, but you can tell the clerk the name of our school and they will credit 5% of 
your purchase price to Classical School!  

 
 

Target 
Thank you for taking advantage of Target’s Take Charge of Education Program! 

Target has donated over $300 million to help K-12 schools.  In past years Classical has earned close to $300 from 

Target through this program.   
 
Here’s how it works:  When parents, teachers, and other school supporters use the REDcard, Target donates up 
to 1% of their purchases to the eligible K-12 school they designate – in this case, Classical School!   

        Please remember to mention Classical School the next time you use your Target REDcard. 
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$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 

 
Labels for Education 

From soup, cereal and snacks, to dairy products, beverages and food storage – your kitchen’s probably full of 
eligible Labels for Education® items. Get clipping and start earning free stuff for your school!  Art supplies, 
teacher and class resources, and physical education equipment are just a few examples of what we can earn 
by saving labels!  
      You can drop your labels off in the bin across from the school office! 
                                                                 Thanks for 
participating! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Recycle Your Empty/Used Inkjet Cartridges! 

    

   Why?                                       

We receive up to $4.00 per cartridge!                 
It takes a thousand years for one cartridge to decompose in the landfill!  

Don’t throw them away!         
    How?   

Put the empty cartridge into a baggie and place in the collection box in the hallway across from the school office.   
It’s that easy! 

 

Which cartridges are recyclable in this program? 
HP, Lexmark, and Canon  (not Epson or Brother)  

 

    Tips… 
 Do not use tape to cover the print head—this damages the circuits on the print head. 

 Laser printer cartridges can not be accepted in this program. 

 If you cannot fit it in the palm of your hand, it is not an inkjet cartridge. (We cannot recycle Canon ink 
tanks). 

 
For a complete list of acceptable inkjet cartridges that are recyclable, go to www.empties4cash.com.   
Questions? Contact Mrs. Juergens at 731-0467.  Thank you for contributing! 
 

 

Box Tops for Education   
 

                     Please save your Box Tops! 
Cut and save these little tops that you can find on so many products.  Small contributions add up--in past 
years we’ve earned close to $3000 through the Box Tops for Education program! 

 
         A collection bin is located outside the office or, you may choose to save them up and submit during one of 
our two Box Tops contests this year.  Classes that collect the most Box Tops win a dilly bar party! 

 

        We have our first contest on November 10-14!! 
 

 

http://www.empties4cash.com/


$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 

 
AmazonSmile 

 
You can support Classical School when you shop on Amazon! Classical School is governed by the        
Classical Charter School Association (CCSA), through a board of directors, in accordance with a contract 
with the Appleton Area School District. As a Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation, the CCSA is eligible for 
contributions from Amazon through their new AmazonSmile Foundation. Every time you shop at 
smile.amazon.com, 0.5% of the purchase price from eligible items will be donated to the CCSA at no 

cost to you. In the past, CCSA funds have been utilized for teacher and staff appreciation and training, 
as well as graduation gifts. 

 
 Questions you may have: 

 How do I shop at AmazonSmile?  
To shop at AmazonSmile simply go to smile.amazon.com from the web browser on your computer or mobile device. 
You may also want to add a bookmark to AmazonSmile to make it even easier to return and start your shopping at 
AmazonSmile.  

 Can I use my existing Amazon.com account on AmazonSmile?  
Yes.  You use the same account on Amazon.com and AmazonSmile. Your shopping cart, Wish List, wedding or baby 
registry, and other account settings are also the same.  

 How do I select a charitable organization to support when shopping on AmazonSmile?  
On your first visit to AmazonSmile, you need to select a charitable organization to receive donations from eligible 
purchases before you begin shopping. We will remember your selection, and then every eligible purchase you make on 
AmazonSmile will result in a donation. 

 How do I select the CCSA as a charitable organization? 
Access the following URL - http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066 OR  
Access smile.amazon.com and from pick your charitable contribution drop down, just enter "39-1958066 " or 'Classical 
Charter School Association Inc' and click on the Select Button  
 

Knowlegde-A-Thon (KAT) 
 
KAT is our largest fundraiser of the year.  Last year we earned over $22,000 for Classical School—thank you! 

Classical staff, parents, and students are committed to this event and continue to raise the funds we need to support our 
incredible program.  This year  KAT will take place on April 24

th
.   

 
We are looking for businesses who may like to advertise in our KAT question booklet that goes out to every family at Classical 
School—that is close to 500 families!   Please consider whether you would like to advertise your business in this booklet.  The 
cost is $25 per ad and the proceeds go directly into the KAT earnings.  The booklet will be printed late February/early March.  
Please contact Kathy Diedrich if you would like to advertise your business in the KAT booklet.  She will provide you with the 
details you may need.  Thank you for considering!     Kathy Diedrich:  diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us . 
 
Sheri Hartzheim has volunteered to run this large event again this year.  Please start thinking about how you may support her by 
volunteering on the committee or helping to run the events that lead up to KAT Day.  Please contact Sheri Hartzheim if you are 
interested in being part of the planning committee.  sherisue@att.net       It takes many hands to make this light work! 
 

2015 Knowledge-a-Thon Schedule: 
 

March 20
th
             KAT Kick-off 

March 23
rd

-26
th        

   ―Star Week‖ 
April 7

th
-10

th
             ―Lottery Lollapalooza‖    

April 13
th
-17

th
        ―Bonanza‖  

April 20
th
-23

rd
        ―Spirit Week‖ 

April 24
th
                KAT Day! 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066
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Attachments… 

Classical School 
2014-15 Fall Parent-Teacher 

Special Conference Schedules 
 

If, in addition to conferencing with your child’s homeroom teacher, you are also interested in speaking with your 
child’s Art, Music, Spanish, or Physical Education teacher, please note the schedules below.  Please feel free to 
stop by and see these teachers during their scheduled conference times or make an appointment as indicated.   

 

Art and Music Teachers 
 

 
 

Ms.  Melissa Casey:  Kindergarten-6
th

 Grade General Music 

Tuesday, October 14
th
    4:00-6:15pm  L26 

Wednesday, October 15
th
    4:00-6:15pm  L26 

Thursday, October 16
h
    4:00-6:15pm   L26 

    4
th

-6
th

 Grade Orchestra  

Tuesday, October 14
th
    4:00-6:15pm  L26 

Wednesday, October 15
th
    4:00-6:15pm  L26 

Thursday, October 16
h
    4:00-6:15pm   L26 

 
 
Ms. Anastassia Leavitt  7

th
 Grade Orchestra 

   Wednesday, October 15
th
                   4:00-4:40pm  Forum 

 
Ms. Angela Olson  8

th
 Grade Orchestra 

   Wednesday, October 15
th
                   4:00-4:40pm  Forum 

 
Ms. Jaclyn Kottman  7

th
 & 8

th
 Grade Chorus 

   Wednesday, October 15                  4:15-5:45pm  Forum 
 

Mr. Eli Grover:      6-8
th

 Grade Band Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   5:05-5:25pm  Forum 

    Wednesday, October 15
th
  

   
4:00-5:55pm  Forum 

    Thursday, October 16
h
   4:30-4:55pm  Forum 

Ms. Jennifer Eastman:   
    K-6

th
 Grade Art/Art History Conferences 

    Tuesday, October 14
th
    4:00-5:15pm  L16 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     4:00-5:15pm  L16 

Thursday, October 16
h
   4:00-5:15pm  L16 

 
   7/8

th
 Grade Fine Arts Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   5:15-6:15pm  Forum 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     5:15-6:15pm  Forum 

    Thursday, October 16
h
   5:15-6:15pm  Forum 

 

Spanish Teachers 
 
Ms. Sara Lariviere:      2-5th

 
Grade

 
Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   4:00-5:30pm  L30 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     4:00-5:30pm  L30 

Thursday, October 16
h
   4:00-5:30pm  L30 

 
  7

th
 Grade Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   5:30-6:15pm  Forum 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     5:30-6:15pm  Forum 

    Thursday, October 16
h
   5:30-6:15pm  Forum 

 
 
 



Ms. Anna Cihlar:     K-1 Grade Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   5:00-6:15pm       124 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     5:00-6:15pm  124 

 
7th Grade Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
     4:15-5:00pm       Forum 

Wednesday, October 15
th
      4:10-5:00pm  Forum 

 
 
 
Ms. Leah Zwiers    6

th
 & 8

th
 Grade Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   5:00-6:15pm  Forum 

Wednesday, October 15
th
     4:00-5:30pm  Forum 

Thursday, October 16
h
   4:00-5:30pm  Forum 

 
Ms. Norma Meidl:    6

th
 Grade Spanish Conferences 

Tuesday, October 14
th
   4:00-5:00pm       124 

 
     

 
Physical Education Teachers 

 
Ms. Katie Jadin     Elementary Physical Education Conferences  

Tuesday, October 14
th
   4:00-6:15pm  105  

Wednesday, October 15
th
     4:00-6:15pm  105 

 
Mr. Mick Gilbert:   7/8

th
 Grade Physical Education Conferences 

Thursday, October 16
h
   4:00-6:15pm  Forum 

 
 
 

 

Other Staff Members 
 

Ms. Elizabeth Pellinger   EEN Teacher 

Wednesday, October 15
th
   4:00-6:15pm  103  

    Thursday, October 16
h   

5:30-6:15pm  103 
 
Ms. Jean Herron:    Guidance Counselor 

By Appointment   
 
Ms. Jenny Fahrney:   Social Worker 
      By Appointment 
   

Ms. Raeanne Albertson:  Speech and Language 
     By Appointment       
 
Ms. Debbie Olson:  Nurse 
     By Appointment  
 
Ms. Sue Davis   Psychologist 

      By Appointment 



Attachments… 



 
 

 



              Classical School Calendar:  October-November 
 

   *Available in emailed version for parents only and is not included in the online version* 
 
 
 

October 
 
   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

November 
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