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Notes from the Dean-- Thankfulness and Joy 

  
Since our first days in 1999 when we were housed in three separate sites, 
we’ve come a long way and have much for which to be thankful--every day we 
work and learn together in our beautiful K-8 facility that AASD, Mr. Schweitzer, 
and our Jack’s cleaning crew carefully maintain. 

Our support staff—Mrs. Kemps and Mrs. Hinkens in the office, our 
paraprofessionals, and our kitchen staff—seamlessly manage the day-to-day 

running of the school, while our Program Support Specialists, Mrs. Diedrich, and Mrs. Bielmeier 
coordinate and direct much of our unique program. 

Our kind, dedicated teachers and specialists constantly strive to be experts in their fields as they 
patiently teach our world-renowned, scientifically-proven curriculum. And our students learn 
more than the curriculum alone--our teachers teach them to strive for excellence in all their 
endeavors in and out of the classroom. 

Classical parents enable our students’ success. Parent volunteers generously give their time 
every week--they serve on the CCSA Board of Directors, chaperone field trips, correct papers, 
and coordinate big school events like Fall Fest and Knowledge-a-thon. Also, our parents’ 
support of their children is inspiring--the Classical curriculum is rigorous and relies on our 
parents’ devoted and continued participation. 

And of course, we’re thankful for our students! They are hardworking and earnest in their 
studies and the sense of wonder they display as they work and learn is endearing and 
heartwarming. Classical students are respectful and kind to each other and to teachers and 
parents--school visitors often tell me they’re impressed by the way our students treat them and 
each other. 

Finally, I am thankful for the opportunity to work with the entire Classical School community.  
And I am especially thankful for the daily joy I experience watching your children learn and 
grow. 

Wishing you a joy-filled Thanksgiving break! 

 



Notes from the Dean continued— 
 
 
 
 
 

We welcome Joanne Bielmeier to our Classical Staff! 
 

 
Joanne Bielmeier recently joined the Program Support team at Classical.  Joanne has 
three children enrolled at Classical School and has been an active champion of 
classical education on the CCSA Board of Directors and throughout our community.   
 
She will manage our enrollment process, the Classical website, kindergarten placement 
& orientation, high school scheduling and graduation for Classical 8th graders.  
 
Due to the many unique aspects of a charter school, program support is vital to school 
and student success. As Enrollment Specialist, Joanne joins Kathy Diedrich, Program 
Specialist, to complete a strong Program Support team—for which I am very thankful! 



Notes from the Dean continued— 

The Myth of ‘I’m Bad at Math’  

Perhaps you’ve heard your children exclaim, “I’m just not good at math!” It’s a common 
refrain among students (and adults) — as math classes grow more difficult, students 

might worry that they’re just not cut out for the work. They 
might even insist that some of their classmates are more 
innately mathematically talented than they are. In other 
words, they might believe (whether they know it or not) that 
their natural ability imposes an immovable ceiling on their 
success.  
 But your children are wrong, according to Miles 
Kimball and Noah Smith. In a piece in The Atlantic called, 
The Myth of ‘I’m Bad at Math,’ Kimball and Smith argue that 

the way students think about their own intelligence is more important to their 
mathematical success than their natural ability — and we can help them think differently.  

                                                               ~Dean Fischer 
To access the full article:   
http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/10/the-myth-of-im-bad-atmath/280914/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

****IMPORTANT**** 

STUDENT ATTENDANCE REMINDER 

Current AASD attendance practice directs each school to investigate possible 
attendance concerns after the 10th excused tardy and/or absence and after the 5th 
unexcused tardy.  To ensure student safety, our office will follow up with a phone 

call for any unexcused absences; they will not do so for tardies.  
 

Please call the office for all excused tardies or absences so they can be recorded 
accurately. 

 

 

 
 
 

http://www.theatlantic.com/education/archive/2013/10/the-myth-of-im-bad-atmath/280914/


 
 

Notes from the new CCSA Board President, 
Anne Tretinyak 
 
The CCSA Board would like to communicate some changes in Board 
leadership. Peter Leschke will be stepping down from the position of 

president to invest more time and energy at home and work.  I was appointed to the Board at the 
beginning of the school year and was recently voted into the position of Board President.  Peter will 
continue to serve as Board Vice President through the end of this year to ensure a smooth 
transition.  I have thoroughly enjoyed working with Peter and am grateful for his continued service 
to the school.  
 
Tom Bomann also recently stepped off the Board for similar reasons.  We are grateful to Tom for his 
service to the Board.  Tom worked very closely with Dean Fischer and the Board on the Curriculum 
Committee and on proposing modifications to our existing contract with AASD that will allow for 
expansion. Thank you, Tom,  for your hard work and continued dedication to Classical School.  
 
On another note, I had the pleasure of working at the Charter School Fair on November 8th with 
Joanne Bielmeier and Robyn Hernandez Nagreen.  We met and greeted interested parents and their 
children.   What does it mean to be “Classical” in this community?  Parents seemed to know the 
school by its reputation for “good kids.”  Over and over again parents shared stories about the 
Classical kids, families, and teachers they knew.  In fact, our students make such a good impression 
that parents are attracted to the school despite knowing very little about the school’s curriculum 
and even less about the culture. 
 
The Charter Fair was all about “picking your apple,” but I was feeling a little more like an orange or 
a banana.  I encouraged parents to think like a consumer of education for their children.  Our 
educational program represents a real choice.  I also shared that we are not a school for just the 
gifted and talented or the “grinder” who will work hard to achieve despite obstacles in their way.  
We’re a school for the gifted, the grinders, the dreamers, the clowns, the jocks, etc.  Simply put, we 
are a perfect fit for families who desire a partnership with teachers to ensure their children are well 
educated.  
 
My husband and I are grateful for the education four of our seven children will have received here 
at Classical School.  Not having the “choice” of a classical curriculum for our older children, we have 
relied on partnerships with fabulous teachers who embraced their vocations to teach and to whom 
we are also grateful.  Classical School offers the best of both worlds.  Outstanding curriculum in the 
hands of outstanding teachers is a winning combination!   
 
One final note, the work of the Expansion Committee is well underway.  We will do our best to keep 
teachers, staff, and parents up to date!  We would love to have you on the team.  We are presently 
looking for parents to help on the Communication and Development Subcommittees.   
Please call or email if you are interested in helping out.  tretinyak@me.com /#651-485-4804 

mailto:tretinyak@me.com


Nancy A. Fischer 

Classical School Dean 
3310 N. Durkee Street 

Appleton, WI 54911 
Phone: (920) 997-1388 

fischernancy@aasd.k12.wi.us 

Finis Origine Pendet 
The End Depends Upon the Beginning 

 

Honor Roll 2014-2015: Quarter 1 
 

7th GRADE HONOR ROLL 
Highest Honors:  3.90 – 4.00 
 
Ahmad 
Zohair 
Zachary 
Patrick 
Jonathan 
Vivian 
Jessica 
Annessa 
Emily 
Nathan 
Anusha 
Nathan 
Kyra 
Mehul 

 
 

 
 
 
 
With Honors:  3.33 – 3.89 
 
Ali  
Hameedallah  
Jack  
Asad  
Theodora  
Lindsey  
Madilyn  
Jenna  
Noah  
Ethan  
Sydney  
Grant  
Morgan  
Makayla  
Maria  
Surya  
Cameron  
Moriah  
Maggie  
David Y 
Annika  

 
 
 
 

 
 

8th GRADE HONOR ROLL 
Highest Honors: 3.90 – 4.00 
 
Salma  
Chloe  
Forrest  
Asher  
Annah  
Anant  
Sylvia  
Liam  
Quinten  
Aaron  
Josef  
Marion  
Lydia  
Saige  
Claire  
Samuel  
Minha  
Sonia  
Tyler  
Brian 

 

With Honors: 3.33 – 3.89 
 
Annika  
Amith  
Emilie 
Allison  
Quin  
Elijah  
Joshua  
Jasmin  
Carlo  
Aditya  
Imagine  
Jack  
Lucy  
Natalie  
Madelynn  
Hersh  
Jared  
Clayton  
William  
Harrison  
Taylor  
Brooklyn  
Jordanne  
Angelica  
Breana  
Alex  
Terrell  
Lilla 



 
 

Up and Coming…      
 

Classical School Rockin’ 50s and 60s School Dance! 
Classical School usually hosts the fun-filled Rockin’ 50s and 60s School Dance in January but we 

need your help!  The past coordinators’ children are growing up and so they are looking to “pass the 

baton” to someone new.  We are seeking fun-loving individuals willing to coordinate this event!  

                                                  

  Please consider volunteering so we are able to offer again this year! 

 

The DJ is booked and the night is reserved—we need someone who will coordinate volunteers to 

offer popcorn, face painting, and coordinate the traditional hoola hoop competition!   

This event is school wide but K-5 grade students especially enjoy this opportunity to don the 

leather jacket, poodle skirt, and saddle shoes for a fun filled night with their Classical friends.  

Our previous coordinators are willing to mentor a new coordinator(s).  

  

If you are a parent of younger students or if you  are a new parent that has not yet found your 

volunteer nitche, please contact Kathy Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us to inquire.   

 

We don’t want to cancel this popular, community-building event.   Thank you for considering! 

 

 

Sibling Enrollment at Classical School for the 2015-2016 School Year: 

 
The enrollment period at Classical School for the 2014-2015 school year is November 1, 2014 

through February 15, 2015.   

 

Students who are currently attending Classical School need NOT 

reapply; however, siblings who are not currently enrolled at Classical, 

but wish to attend next year, must complete an application and submit 

it to the school office during the enrollment period.  This includes 

students who are applying for kindergarten.   

 

Applications for the 2015-16 school year are available on-line at our 

school website:  www.classicalcharter.com or in the mail slots outside 

the school office.   
       

 Note:  applications are available in Hmong & Spanish as well as English 

 
 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us
http://www.classicalcharter.com/


 
 

Up and Coming… 

Incoming Freshman Scheduling Orientations in December:  

Attention Classical 8th Graders and Parents! 

 Appleton East High School will hold its annual Scheduling 
Showcase on Monday, December 1, 2014, from 5:45-8:30pm 

in the Appleton East Auditorium.  

 Appleton North High School willhold its Explore Scheduling 
Night on Monday, December 8, 2014, from 5:45-7:30pm in 

the Appleton North Commons. 

 Appleton West High School will hold a Guidance Night on 

Monday, December 15, 2014, from 6:00-8:15pm in the 

Appleton West Auditorium. 

   Please look for more detailed information to be sent home regarding each of the open houses listed above.   

 

Other opportunities for high school scheduling information include: 

 

 Guidance counselors from each of the three Appleton public high schools will speak to 

8th grade students during resource period (2:15-3:00pm).  
East HS:  Jean Rufe will meet with the 8th graders on Tues, November 25th during Resource. 

North HS:  B.J. Wolfer, Counselor, met with the 8th graders on Thursday, November 20th, during Resource.  
West HS:  Sandra Barry, Counselor, will meet with interested 8th graders at Einstein on Friday, 11/21, at 2:44-3:20. 

 

 Classical School Guidance Counselor, Jean Herron, and Enrollment Specialist, Joanne 

Bielmeier, will hold a course scheduling question and answer session for 8th grade 

students and their parents on December 2nd from 6:30 – 7:30 pm in the Forum. 

 
Holiday Shopping for Classical School Apparel 

 
The New Classical School Merchandise is ready for you to order!  

Newly designed, high quality youth & adult hooded sweatshirts, long and short sleeve T’s, winter 

hats, sweat pants, Champion jackets & fleece!  Please look for the order form in the Pegasus Fliers 

this week—order forms are due to the office by December 4st to enable timely delivery for the 

holidays!  

  

 
 



 
 

Up and Coming… 

 

Knowledge-A-Thon Planning 

 

                   Help Us Make KAT 2015 Healthier! 
We had great success eliminating candy prizes for this year’s Fall Fest games, 

showing how we value healthy eating as a Classical School family.  Do YOU have 

feedback or ideas for how to make the same progress with Knowledge-a-Thon 

2015?   

 

Please contact KAT 2015 Chairman, Sheri Hartzheim, by Friday, December 12, with your thoughts 

in this regard!   

• Text or Call (920) 450-7733 OR Email sherisue@att.net • 

 
In late December and January 2015, we will explore different options for KAT prizes through 

electronic communications (Google Docs, e-mail).  This will not require extensive participation on 

your part – just a sharing of ideas!  Please note that during this exploratory stage, there will be no 

formal meetings that would require your attendance and take too much precious time out of your 

day.  Please consider sharing your thoughts and ideas that might help us make KAT healthier (and 

perhaps even MORE FUN!) for our students. 

 

Important KAT 2015 Dates 

 
 KAT Kick-Off          Friday, March 20th 

     KAT Star Week   March 23rd – March 26th 

KAT Lottery Week                 April 7th – April 10th 

  KAT Bonanza Week          April 13th – April 17th 

     KAT Spirit Week                    April 20th – April 24th 

KAT TESTING DAY!                 Friday, April 24th 

 

_________________________________ 
 

      Don’t Forget!  Thanksgiving Break begins 

       the afternoon of Wed, November 26th. 

           Elementary Dismissal at 11:15am 

          Middle School Dismissal at 12:00pm 

        Students are off November 27th & 28th. 

           Enjoy your time with your family! 

mailto:sherisue@att.net


 
 

Up and Coming… 

 

Winter Athletic Teams (7th& 8th Graders) 
The Girls’ Basketball and Boys’ wrestling seasons will begin soon. Please listen to morning 

announcements regarding sign-up dates.  Please read the important information below regarding 

dates and requirements to participate.  If you have any questions, please contact Kathy Diedrich at 

diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us.  

 

7th/8th Grade Girls’ Basketball 
The Einstein/Classical girls’ basketball season is just around the 

corner.  Try-outs begin after Winter Break. 

All potential players MUST have an updated physical or 

alternate year physical form on file in the Classical School 

office prior to the first practice.  You can pick up those forms 

in the Classical School office. You will not be able to practice 

unless you have the proper forms turned in before practice 

starts.  You can find more information about the 

Einstein/Classical athletics program on the Einstein website.  

   

7th/8th Grade Boys’ Wrestling 
The Einstein/Classical wrestling season will begin Monday, 

January 19, 2015 at 4:15pm.  You MUST have an updated 

physical or alternate year physical form on file in the Classical 

School office prior to the first practice.  You may pick up those 

forms in the Classical office.  You will not be able to practice unless the proper paperwork is 

turned in before practice starts. You can find more information about the Einstein/Classical 

athletics program on the Einstein website. 

 

 

 

National Geographic (School Level) Geography Bee 
 

Classical 4th-8th graders are currently participating in a classroom level 

geography bee.  First and second place winners from each classroom will 

participate in the school level geography bee on December 4th.  The winner of 

the school level bee will have a chance to qualify for the National Geographic 

State Geography Bee in Madison.   

 

 

 

Good luck to all students-- We look forward to watching you compete on December 4th ! 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us


 
 

NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 
 

Classical Information Nights 
We will be holding two informational nights for people interested in learning more about 

the Classical School program.  These nights will be designed to more clearly define 

Classical School’s philosophy, mission and culture.   

Please join us on December 9th or January 13th from 6:30-7:30 in the Classical Forum. 

 

October Columns Correction! 
We apologize to Cousins Subs on E. College Ave as last month, in the October edition 

of the Classical Columns, we mistakenly listed the wrong Cousins Subs location.  We 

so appreciate their helpfulness and generosity in providing food for the Fest!  

Cousins Subs E. College Ave, donated 10 dozen chocolate chip cookies to the bake 

sale/ cake walk as well!  Thank You, we so appreciate your support! 

 

Classical Lost and Found 
We will be displaying all Lost and Found articles at the entrance to the Forum.  

Please stop in and check on a regular basis if your child is missing something or has 

left something at school.  All Lost and Found articles will be donated at the end of 

each month to Goodwill.   

 

Staff Members’ Favorite Things  

Often as the winter months begin, families ask for suggestions for special 

treats or gifts to give teachers and other staff members.  To make this easier 

for families, we have asked staff members to fill out a list of favorite treats, 

hobbies, and interests, etc. Please do not call the school office for these lists.  

You are welcome to come in and view the lists in the “Favorite Things” binder.  

                             ~ Ms. Kemps 

Restocking School Supplies  
Are you looking for some good stocking stuffer ideas?  Markers, glue, glue sticks, pens, 

pencils, and any other school supply consumables are just a few suggestions.  With the restart 

of the school year in January, it is a good time to check the status of your child’s school 

supplies.  Thank you! 

 

December Book It!  Forms  (K-6th graders) 
Please do not forget to print the December Book It! form from the Classical school website if you 

are interested in participating in this program!  

 



 
 

Clubs & Activities… 
Lego League  

  Classical School had two teams compete at 

the Lego League Regional Tournament held at 

Appleton East High School on November 16th. 

Pictured is the team during robot programming. We are 

proud of our Lego League teams as the 4th-8th grade 

participants prepare for the competition tasks with very little adult assistance.  Our students participate 

with vigor while balancing academics and other extra-curricular activities.   Lego League is complete for the 

2014-15 school year.  If you are interested in being part of this club next school year, please watch for 

information in the May Classical Columns. 

 

Thank you Nicole Argall, Brad Knapp and John Krupka (parent volunteers) for your dedication to the 

Lego League teams.  Your time and effort is greatly appreciated! 

 
Concordia Spanish Language Village 
Each year Classical 7th & 8th graders are given the opportunity to attend the Concordia Spanish Language 

Village in Bemidji, Minnesota for a 4-day camp. Here they are immersed in the Spanish language and cultures 

of Spanish speaking nations.  Counselors for the Spanish immersion camp come from all corners of the 

Spanish-speaking world, and they love to share their traditions!   

Spanish is spoken by more than 364 million people worldwide. The United States is currently home to one of 

the largest Spanish-speaking populations in the world.  We are so fortunate to be able to offer our children 

this opportunity to use the Spanish they have been learning since kindergarten in preparation to becoming 

fluent in the language.  

Reflections from one of this year’s campers… 

Throughout the four days at Concordia Language Village, we socialized, ate, and did all activities while 

speaking Spanish!   The theme for this year was ‘Hispanics in the US’ so we learned about famous 

Hispanics in our government, in music, and in the movies.  The counselors were fun and dedicated.  

They came from places like Argentina and Venezuela.  We ate authentic food and learned dances.  

Living in the ‘casas’ for 4 days with classmates was a highlight!  It was interesting how after speaking 

Spanish for 4 days straight, I found it difficult to switch back to English once we got home. I kept 

trying to translate what I wanted to say into Spanish!                            

               

 
 



 
 

Clubs & Activities… 

Student Council Update by Salma, 8th grade student 

Hello Classical School families!  
Donations for Peru 

In December Mrs. Larson is traveling to Peru to help some of the less fortunate families there.  We  

decided to do a drive to help this cause during the week of November 17th.   The drive will be focused 

on children.   Please donate various clothing and toiletries for the children.  Clothing sizes should be 

comparable to Classical students in Kindergarten through 4th grades.  

 

Student Council has made a donation schedule so specified items can be donated each day.    

 

  Monday, Nov. 17th:     socks and shoes 

  Tuesday, Nov. 18th:    toiletries 

                          Wed, Nov. 19th:          clothing for K-4th graders 

                          Thurs, Nov. 20th:       clothing for  K-4th graders  

                          Friday, Nov. 21st:       small gifts and toys 

 

You may donate other items than specified on each day; however, the 

specified items would be appreciated. Thank you for your generosity! 

 

Super Spirit Day 

Thank you to all the students for dressing up during Super Spirit Day. We saw much blue, white, and gold 

apparel streaking the hallways.  

 

Ski Club    
This school year the 7th & 8th grade students will be traveling to Nordic Ski Mountain for four fun-filled ski 

adventures on January 9th, January 23rd, February 27th, and March 6th.  The make-

up date due to inclement weather or school closing will be March 13th.   A chaperone 

meeting will be held on Tuesday, December 9th, at 6:00pm in room 124 for all chaperones 

that return all necessary chaperone forms.  

 

Mythology Club  3rd – 8th graders 
When:   After school every Monday, starting December 1 through March 2.  

Where:  Mr. Bomann’s  room – L12 

Why:  To have fun, learn, and prepare for taking the National Mythology Test 

What (will we do?):  Explore mythology through exciting books, activities, crafts, movies, etc,,   

that review in a fun way.  

THEME: (for this year) Theseus 

How long:  From 3:00 - 4:00 every Monday from December 1, 2014 through March 2, 2015 

 

*Sign up forms can be found in the Pegasus Fliers this evening. 

                                  Please return forms by Monday, November 24th!  



 
 

Volunteer Appreciation… 

 
 

A sincere thank you goes out to the people willing to immediately step up to 

meet a need--It’s great to see new names pop up with each new need being met! 

 

Please remember that we are looking for a Rockin’ 50s/60s Dance coordinator. 

If you have not met your 30 hour/year commitment at this point, please consider stepping into this 

position—we have great parents that will assist you and the time commitment is minimal.   

Thank you!   Contact Kathy Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us with questions. 

 
Thank you Classical teachers, Anna Cihlar, Sara Lariviere, Tom Bomann & Andy 

Lind for chaperoning the middle school trip to Concordia Language Village from 

November 6th-9th.  We appreciate you giving your personal family time to provide 

this amazing experience for our 7th & 8th graders! 
 

   Thank you Nicole Argall, Brad Knapp and John Krupka for coaching our Lego   

League teams this year!  We also thank the parent volunteers who assisted.  

 
Thank you Jeanne Juve, Box Tops Coordinator, and the parent volunteers who counted the many 

Box Tops that came in during our Box Tops Contest last week. 

 

 Thank you Classical alumnus, Sami, for typing up Forensics scripts for team               

practices. 
 

 

 

Musical Notes…    
Mrs. Casey                  K-6 General Music & 4-6 Orchestra 
 
Singing in Wisconsin  
Congratulations to the twelve 5th & 6th grade students from Classical School who participated in the Singing in 
Wisconsin choral festival at Appleton West High School! On Saturday, November 8th, they had a wonderful 
day of music making followed by performing a terrific concert. Well done—we’ll look forward to it again next 
year!  
 
 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us


 
 

Musical Notes… 

Suzuki Stars (afterschool music club)  
We have a couple more classes: Nov. 20 (strings only) and 
Dec. 11 (strings and voice) before our winter performance... 
On Thursday, Dec. 18th at 3:00 PM, we will be walking to The Renaissance assisted living complex and 
caroling for the residents! Parents interested in chaperoning should email Mrs. Casey 
(caseymelissa@aasd.k12.wi.us).  
 

General Music Grades K-6  
We have begun to sing call and response songs, rounds and verses in small groups. The students’ confidence 
is growing, and they are taking ownership over their own voices! We are working to match pitch individually. 
We have also been learning music notation. In November, we are practicing rhythms, and in December Gr. 2-
6 will be learning or reviewing the letter names of notes on the treble staff.  
 
Fall Music Concert  
Grades 4-6 worked hard to prepare for our fall concert held on Tuesday, November 18th. Now that we know 
the notes and words of the songs, we are learning to express the music with breathing, phrasing, facial and 
body expression, and instrument parts. We are also learning about the background and meaning of each of 
our Core Knowledge concert pieces.  
 
Winter Music Concert  
Grades K-3 have started preparing songs for our winter concert on Thursday, February 5th at 6:00 PM. Please 
put this date and time on your calendar—we are excited to perform for you!  
 
Orchestra Grades 4-6  
Our concert is coming up on Thursday, December 11th at 7:00 PM. Reminders went home in Pegasus flyers 
describing the required concert attire (black bottoms, white tops) and announcing that students must arrive 

at 6:30 PM for the 7:00 PM concert.  
The beginning strings students have learned the fingerings for notes on the D string; now 
we have started learning notes on the A-string! The students have also started to use their 
bows. It is important to practice opening from the right elbow for small, controlled bows in 
the upper half, which is why each bow now has markings on the stick.  
The other elementary strings groups have been learning and polishing their concert pieces. 

Some students have taken on the challenge of playing some advanced, small group 
pieces. We are learning new notes, new hooked and slurred bowings, and (violins and 
violas) 4th finger.  
Music students and families are focused on establishing good music-making habits. 
Students have marked their assignment notebooks with reminders to practice at least 
10min a day, 5 days per week and have a parent sign their practice logs. I am proud of the 
students’ improvement! Please keep encouraging at home music-making. At the end of 
the semester, we will have an incentive prize give-away for students with excellent 
practice records.  
 

 



 
 

Musical Notes… 

Ms. Leavitt            7
th

 Grade Orchestra 

Greetings from 7th Grade Orchestra!  With only a month away until our combined orchestra concert, we’re 

polishing our pieces alongside our Classical curriculum.  We’ll spend some time focusing on orchestral 

vocabulary and form of our pieces.  We’re excited for December and to show you a sample of what we’ve 

accomplished in class!  See you December 11th! 
 

Ms. Olson          8
th

 Grade Orchestra 

The 8th grade orchestra students did a fantastic job at the Northside Strings Festival at North High School!  

Playing in a large ensemble and with the high school students was a great experience for them.  We are 

starting to explore our classical music for the December concert.  Our challenging piece is The Four Seasons 

by Antonio Vivaldi.  The students are already doing well on Themes from the Nutcracker (Tchaikovsky).  

Please encourage your musician to take out their instrument at least five days a week! 

Ms. Kottman                                    7th & 8th Grade Chorus 
 

The 7th and 8th grade choirs have continued our exploration of American music 

traditions from spirituals, to protest songs, to folk songs, to play parties and 

traditional dances, to patriotic tunes, and more. We are excited to present a 

program celebrating American music with the 7th and 8th grade Bands on Thursday, 

November 20.  

Upcoming concert: Tonight! Thurs., Nov. 20 – 7:30pm – The Forum 
(Students need to arrive by 7pm) 

Concert attire 

Ladies: solid color top, dark pants (no jeans, leggings, or yoga pants) or dark skirt (with solid color 

leggings or tights), closed-toe dress shoes.  

Men: long-sleeved button-down shirt, tie, dark pants (no jeans), dark socks, dark dress shoes. 

 
Mr. Grover            6th-8th Grade Band 

        

7th Grade and 8 Grade Band –   

The concert for (7th and 8th grade bands and choirs) is November 20th at 7:30—Tonight!  Students 

need to arrive between 6:45 and 7:00pm, and be ready to warm up at 7:05pm.  Students who are 

providing prelude music should arrive on the early side.  After the concert we will focus on solo and 

small ensemble works.  More information on Solo/Ensemble festival to come! 

 

6th Grade Band is still working hard to develop instrument skills and now we are pushing note 

reading and literacy.  We have a mere 5 months before our concert which is on May 5th at 7:30pm 

in the Forum.  Get it on your calendars now!  More information will come 

home with your band student.   



 
 

Upcoming Fine Arts Events: 

HORTONVILLE HIGH SCHOOL CHOIR DEPARTMENT PRESENTS 

Beauty and the Beast 

Evening Performances: 
November 13, 14, 15 – 7:00 p.m. 

  
Matinees: 

Saturday November 15- 2:00p.m.,   
Sunday, November 16- 3:00 p.m. 

Hortonville High School Fine Arts Center 

               All Seats Reserved 
                                  Adults - $8.50      Students/Sr. Citizen (62+) -- $6.00 
                                   Saturday and Sunday Matinee – All Seats -- $6.00 

 
Ticket info contact: 

stephaniehalverson@hasd.org 
920-779-7900 x11101 

 
Nov. 20 West Fall Play – The Curious Savage, West HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
      & 21-22 
Nov. 25 Appleton Holiday Parade – East/West/North marching bands, 
 Downtown Appleton, 5:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dec. 2 East HS Orchestra Concert, East HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
Dec. 4 North HS Band Concert, North HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 

 
 

Christmas Stars… 
WISCONSIN’S BIGGEST CHRISTMAS PARTY! 

Xavier Fine Arts Theatre 
Dec. 4, 5, 6, 11, 12, 13 at 7:00 PM 

Dec. 6, 7, 13, 14 at 1:00 PM 
 

Adults $16.00 Seniors $15.00 Children $10.00 
                                                (Gr. 8 and younger) 
All seats are discounted for Thursday Shows 

 
The 1 PM performance on Dec. 6 will be interpreted for the  

Deaf and Hard of Hearing. 
 

    www.christmasstars.org  

 
Dec. 6 North Drama Day for Gr. 1-3, North HS Auditorium, 9 AM – 2 PM 
Dec. 9 East HS Band Concert, East HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
Dec. 11 Classical School Gr. 4-8 Orchestra Concert, CCS forum, 7:00 PM 
Dec. 11 West HS Band Concert, West HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
Dec. 13 KidStage The Little Mermaid, OuterEdge Stage, times TBD - call (920) 915-0044 
Dec. 17-18 East HS Sounds of the Season, East HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
Dec. 17-18 North HS Holiday Classics, North HS Auditorium, 7:30 PM 
Dec. 19 North HS Holiday Classics, North HS Auditorium, 5:00 PM & 8:00 PM 

mailto:stephaniehalverson@hasd.org
http://www.christmasstars.org/


 
 

Physical Education Moves…  
 
Mr. Gilbert       7th and 8th Grade Physical Education 

 

We have been working in our badminton unit learning the different types of shots, 

strategies, rules, and playing games. This is a new activity for most of the students 

and they have been catching on quickly working on the fundamentals of the sport. Our 

quiz for this unit is Wednesday, December 3 or Thursday, December 4. After 

badminton, we will be moving into our Weight Training and Fitness Unit. The students 

will learn the basics to lifting weights and muscles that are being used. We have just received new 

equipment that we are excited to begin using this year. 

 
 
Mrs. Jadin         Kindergarten-6th Grade    
 

To start the month, we finished up our fitness testing, which included the PACER, sit-

ups, and push-ups.  The students did a great job and I am really impressed with their 

scores!  We will do fitness testing again in the spring and hope to see some increases 

in the scores as we are constantly working in class on improving muscular strength and 

cardiovascular endurance.  Any opportunity you may have at home to help your child 

practice his/her push-ups and sit-ups will help their fitness immensely, even if it is 

only 2-3 times per week! 

 

November Lesson Highlights 

 K-2nd grade is continuing to work on space awareness, locomotor skills (mainly skipping, 

galloping, and sliding), pathways, and what being nice looks like in the P.E. setting 

 3rd -6th grade is going to do a short mini-golf unit to work on fine motor skills, hand eye 

coordination, and working respectfully with others 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Core Virtue Focus – Perseverance 

-Perseverance is the hard work you do after you get  

tired of doing the hard work you already did -  

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Fine Arts Brushstrokes… 

 

DEAR PARENTS,  

Sometime this month, the grading sheet for your child’s first art project will be coming home (elementary 

only). I’d like to take this opportunity to explain the purpose of a grading sheet for my students’ art 

projects.  

 

The purpose of a grading sheet is to indicate to you, the parent, my objectives of a particular project and 

whether your child met each objective. The grading sheet is meant primarily for the parent. You may share 

the grade with your child, however, my goal is to have your child gain experience in a particular area of art, 

and not worry so much if they received an “M” on every objective or on the final grade.  

Grading sheets outline the basic objectives (directions) of the project and whether the student met those 

objectives (P), exceeded those objectives (M), or did not meet those objectives (N). Your child will not 

always receive an “M” for every objective, nor do I expect a child to master every objective all of the time. 

If your child does not meet an objective (N), I indicate why that objective was not met. Just because your 

child may receive an “N” on a particular objective, does not mean that they are “bad” at art…after all, we all 

have certain strengths in certain areas, and art is no exception. I use M, P, and N on my grading sheets to 

reflect Classical School’s report card format of M, P, and N.  

 

A question you may have is: Why is my child not bringing their art project home? Not to worry…that is 

actually a good thing!  I am keeping all of the art projects until the end of the year so your child may choose 

one to display at Fine Arts Night at the end of the year. Your child will choose one project for the show. 

Towards the end of the year, after your child has chosen the art project they wish to display for Fine Arts 

Night, the rest of the projects will go home, and the project chosen to display at Fine Arts Night will be 

taken home after the show.  

 

Enjoy what’s left of November!  

Mrs. Eastman  
 

                     Lesson Highlights:  
Kindergarten: Students learning line types. They are creating a painted piece utilizing the learned line types.  

Grade 1: Students are reviewing line types and creating a Mondrian-inspired piece, with an emphasis on line and primary 

colors. We will also be looking at texture and reviewing warm and cool colors and will begin a winter-themed piece 

incorporating these concepts.  

Grade 2: 2nd graders are studying abstract art, creating a piece inspired by the artist Paul Klee. We will also be looking 

at landscapes and will begin creating a landscape piece incorporating pattern.  

Grade 3: Students are learning foreground, middleground, and background and creating a city-scape utilizing the three 

grounds.  

Grade 4: Students are creating an illuminated letter in preparation for their Medieval Feast in December.  

Grade 5: Students are learning about the Renaissance period & creating a Mona Lisa parody.  

Grade 6: Students are learning about the Medieval/Gothic period & creating a rose-window inspired 

piece.  

Grade 7: Students will be studying Neoclassicism this month and painting their clay projects.  

Grade 8: Students are studying Abstract Expressionism and Pop Art and painting their clay pieces.  



 
 

 

$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 
 
Knowledge-A-Thon (KAT) 

Our biggest fundraiser of the year will be kicking off on March 20th. Sheri Hartzheim has 

generously volunteered to coordinate this event again this year.  Thank you, Sheri! 

Stay tuned for details and opportunities to volunteer with this event. 

 

*Thank you McCarty Law (Melissa DeVantier) for choosing to highlight your business in 

our KAT packets.  We appreciate your support of this important 

fundraiser for Classical School! 

Please consider showcasing your business in the KAT question booklet that is printed and 

distributed to all Classical students in March! It’s a great way to support Classical School and 

inform Classical families of what your business can do for them!   

Ads cost $25 for a business card size advertisement 

Interested?  Please contact Kathy Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us 

 

Attention Kimberly-Clark Employees!!! 
The annual Kimberly-Clark Community Partners Foundation Grant applications are due by:  

December 31, 2014. 

 This program is available to regular, full-time employees of Kimberly-Clark Corporation and 

its U.S. subsidiaries and their spouses.   

 Employees and spouses may each apply for one $500 grant per program year to an eligible 

organization (Classical is an eligible program!)  for which they have volunteered for a 

minimum of 30 hours from January 1 through December 31. 

 There is a limit of 10 grants totaling $5,000 per organization per year.   

If you or your spouse is a Kimberly-Clark employee and you have volunteered at Classical School for 

a minimum of 30 hours during the 2014 calendar year, please consider helping out Classical School 

by completing an on-line K-C Community Partners application!   

 

BOX-TOPS Contest   
 

We had our first contest of the school year November 10th-14th. 

Volunteers are working hard to get the final count. We will have the results of the 

contest soon!  Thank you for cutting and collecting! 
 

Milk Caps    

Keep sending in the milk caps, milk bag labels, and sour cream tabs--They do add up!   
                                  

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us


 
 

Labels for Education   Offering new reward—Prepaid Visa Cards!! 
 

The Labels for Education® Visa® Prepaid Card is a new special incentive now offered to schools 

who have clipped, collected, and counted label UPCs from qualifying products.  No need to shop the 

special catalog— we still clip, submit and earn as we’ve always done – but now we have the choice of 

using those hard-earned points for Labels for Education Visa Prepaid Cards.  The Visa cards can be 

used anywhere Visa debit cards are accepted! 

 

Please look for these labels on products, clip and send to school with your 

child.  These labels can be deposited in the collection bin outside the 

school office. 

 

 

AmazonSmile  Please consider! 

 

Many of us shop Amazon--especially during the holidays! 

Did you know you can support Classical School with each order you place with Amazon! 
Amazon will donate 0.5% of the price of your eligible purchases to Classical Charter School 

Association, Inc., whenever you shop on AmazonSmile. 

AmazonSmile is the same Amazon you know. Same products, same prices, same service. 

*It’s easy to use!  Just link your Amazon account to charitable donations by using our 

charity specific link http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066.  This bypasses the 

charity selection page and makes it easier for you to select and support Classical 

Charter School Association, Inc., through AmazonSmile.* 

  
Once you link, every time you go to Amazon, it will remind you to shop through AmazonSmile 

to donate .5% to Classical School. You are able to switch your charitable choice at any time. 

 

Amazon will electronically deposit donations into our account quarterly.  We just received our first 

deposit for July-September.  This one was small, but every little bit counts!  We look forward to 

seeing this program grow!  Thank you for your support!!   

 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066


 
 
 

School Calendar: November - January 
 

*Available in the parent version of the Classical Columns emailed on November 20th* 


