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Notes from the Dean-- 
 

 Dear Classical Families, 

 

Classical teachers and I read and discussed a new book this year called Make It Stick by 

psychologists Peter C. Brown, Henry L. Roedeger III, and Mark A. McDaniel.  This book is 

about the classroom and study techniques that best help students learn and remember new 

material, acquire new skills, and build new knowledge on the foundations they've already laid.  

When humans struggle, they learn. That's the central contention of Make It Stick. Students learn better when they 

make things harder for themselves in specific ways. Make It Stick advises teachers, parents, and students about 

what works and what only feels like it works (many study techniques give students the illusion of fluency—an 

illusion of which tests and discussions often quickly disabuse them). And in many cases the techniques that work 

best often involve some intellectual discomfort, but learning uncomfortably makes students smarter, more 

knowledgeable, and better able to manipulate complicated information. Concentrated struggle creates confident 

students—Make It Stick teaches us how and why.   This is a fascinating read about how the human brain works and 

we highly recommend it to parents and students in middle school or above in order to understand the latest in 

cognitive science and improve one’s learning and studying skills. 

  

Here are some important updates as we wind up the 2014-15 school year:  

 

Knowledge-a-thon – KAT took place on Friday, April 24.  The students and staff had a great time dressing up as a 

KAT question or answer for the day. And the students showed off their considerable knowledge during the KAT 

testing.  Thank you for helping your children practice the questions and answers as well as gathering pledges. We 

appreciate your support. Many thanks are extended to our fabulous, hardworking KAT Committee chaired by Sheri 

Hartzheim. And thank you to all of you who volunteered to test the children on Friday’s KAT day.  

 

MAP testing -- MAP (Measures of Academic Progress) testing began on April 13 and will continue to about May 

6. All Classical students in grades 1 – 8 are tested each spring in math and grades 2-8 are also tested in reading. 

Please watch for MAP test results coming home in the 4
th
 quarter report card envelopes. 

 

PALS – All Kindergarten – 2nd grade Wisconsin students are screened for phonics and literacy progress using the 

PALS (Phonological Awareness Literacy Screener) test. This test is administered in small groups and one-on-one 

with a teacher. Classical School uses this test in autumn and again in spring. The spring testing will begin around 

April 27 and will continue to about May 22. Please watch for PALS results toward the end of the school year form 

your child’s teacher 

 

Badger Exam – students in grades 3-8 are being tested this spring using this new state test.  The testing began on 

April 13 and will continue to about May 22.  It is unclear at this time whether the state will provide test results to 

parents and school districts.  Stay tuned on that. 

 

Cinco de mayo – On Tuesday, May 5
th
, Classical School will be celebrating cinco de mayo! We will be having a 

Spanish Spirit day during the school day. Students may dress up in several ways. They can wear red, white, and 



 

 

green, the colors of the Mexican flag, or they can wear shirts from a trip to Mexico or from any Spanish speaking 

country. Another option would be for students to wear their Classical School Spanish T-shirt! Please keep in mind 

that the attire should comply with the school dress code. No sombreros please.  

 

At lunch recess we will celebrate with cascarones (confetti-filled eggs). (Thank you in advance to all of you who 

are filling eggshells for our students. Directions for this process can be found in this newsletter.) Breaking 

cascarones is a joyful experience for the whole school!  

  

Staff Appreciation Week – During the week of May 4th – 8th, we will be celebrating National Teacher 

Appreciation Week and will be honoring and celebrating all of our teaching and non-teaching staff. We appreciate 

our coordinator, Sarah Roe, and all of the work she has been doing to plan for the week. Classical School has such 

generous and gracious parents. Our staff appreciates all that you do to help our school and for each of them 

individually. Classical School is blessed with an amazing staff of professionals who work so hard each day to 

provide an excellent education for our students as well as a nurturing and caring environment in which our students 

thrive.  

 

Fine Arts community events – Classical musicians and artists will be busy during the month of May as we have 

three concerts and our 3rd Annual Fine Arts night scheduled:  

 Tuesday, May 5:  Spring Band Concert, grades 6-8, 7:30 p.m. in the Forum   

 Thursday, May 7th:  3rd Annual Fine Arts Night, all students, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m. in the Forum 

 Tuesday, May12:  Spring Choir Concert, grades 6-8, 7:30 p.m. in the Forum  

 Tuesday, May 19 - Orchestra Concert, grades 4-8, 7:00 p.m. in the Forum    

 

Box Tops Drive – We will be holding our next BoxTops drive the week of May 11th – May 15th. Thank you to 

Jeanne Juve who has agreed to take on the Box Tops coordinator position this year. We’re very grateful for all of 

her work. Thank you also to those of you who have helped on the committee and to all of our parents who are 

saving Box Tops throughout the school year. It’s much appreciated! Funds raised from Box Tops typically provide 

Opera for the Young every spring and staff appreciation throughout the year. 

 

New Kindergartners – We will be welcoming our new 2015-2016 kindergartners on Friday, May 8th for 

kindergarten visitation and orientation from 9:00 -10:00 a.m. The students will also have their kindergarten 

placement tests in math and reading on May 15th from 8:15-10:45am.  

 

Yearbooks – Yearbooks will go home at the end of the school day on Friday, May 28th. All school fines/fees need 

to be paid before your child will receive his/her yearbook. A huge thank you to Duyen Bagwell and her creative and 

hard-working student yearbook club.    

 

7th/8th Grade Awards Program and 8th Grade Graduation – We will be graduating our thirteenth group of 8th 

graders this school year! The 8th grade graduation will be held on the evening of Tuesday, June 2nd, following the 

7th and 8th grade award program which will begin at 7:00pm in the Forum. This event is open to our full school, so 

please feel free to join us, even if you do not have a 7th or 8th grade student. It is a lovely evening for the school.  

 

Quarter 4 and Semester 2 Report Cards – Report cards for Quarter 4 and Semester 2 (elementary art, music, 

P.E., and elementary personal skills) will be mailed home this year after the school year ends. Expect to see them in 

your mailbox the week of June 8th. In keeping with our belief that ―every educational minute matters,‖ classroom 

instruction, skill groups, assignments, and grades will continue through the last Wednesday of the school year.  

 

Kindergarten Graduation – Our kindergarten graduation program will be held from 1:45 – 2:45pm in the Forum 

on Wednesday, June 3rd.  

 

Last Day of School – School will end on Friday, June 5th.   

Please Note:  All students in grades K – 8 will be dismissed at 11:17 am. 



 

 

Notes from the Dean continued… 
 

 
Student Classroom Placement  

at Classical School 
 

 

Please note that Classical School does not accept requests for specific teachers 
by parents for their children for the following reasons:  
 

 It is logistically impossible to honor everyone’s request because of the sheer 
number of requests in addition to the imbalances they would create.  It is 
important, for example, to have good gender balance and balance of 
aptitude in classrooms.   

 
 It is important to consider the morale of the teachers. Some teachers might 

be highly requested for reasons that have nothing to do with their 
effectiveness as teachers.  Indeed, we have very high regard for the ability, 
character, and knowledge of all of our teachers.   

 
 

 The distinctive effectiveness of our school is not driven by the individual 
style or personality of the teachers but by the curriculum.  Of course, 
individual teachers bring their own unique strengths and variety to the 
delivery of the curriculum; however, they work in a highly integrated 
“teamwork” environment where curricular expectations are clear to 
everyone.  Teachers depend on each other to bring the children to mastery 
before moving to the next grade and build on each other’s work through the 
skill-level groupings.  As in the rest of life, school is an opportunity to grow 
through interaction with all different styles and personalities.  
 

 Classroom placement is a task that our staff takes very seriously.  We want 
the process to be fair for parents, children, and teachers.  We want it to be 
efficient and effective.  We want to honor the input of parents as well as 
living and working together in an atmosphere that fosters trust, mutual 
support, and a spirit of service to one another.  

 
 



 

 

Notes from the CCSA Board~                   
 
We want to thank all those who were able to join us for Dr. Perrin’s 
presentation on classical education last week. We hope you found it to be informative, 
and that you will help us share the word about what makes our school unique with your 
friends and family!  
 

School of Rhetoric – Update 
 
The CCSA Board formally proposed an amendment to our present contract with the 
Appleton Area Board of Education on April 30th at the Programs and Services Committee 
meeting.  The amended contract would allow for expansion of our existing program to 
include grades 9-12 (the “School of Rhetoric”) after the logistics and finances of our 
proposed expansion have been worked out to both parties’ satisfaction.  Please stay 
tuned for an update on the Committee’s decision to approve or disapprove our proposal. 
If approved, the Committee will seek the final approval of the AASD Board. We are 
hopeful that this approval process will move quickly so we can get to work on the logistics 
of the School of Rhetoric! The Classical School website contains a draft of the SOR 
curriculum, and we encourage you to take a look. You will also find our press release on 
the website, which describes some of the unique characteristics of a classical education.  
 

 
Badger, MAP, PALS…oh my! 
 
MAP testing is almost over. The testing windows for the Badger Exam (Smarter Balanced 
Assessment) and PALS are still open. If you wish to opt your child out of the Badger Exam, 
please submit your opt-out form to Dean Fischer as soon as possible. Senate Bill 67, 
which would make Badger outcomes unavailable for the purpose of producing school 
report cards for this year, is going to be voted on by the Assembly Education Committee 
on May 7th. If it passes, the bill will then go before the full Assembly for a vote. This 
proposed “report card holiday” has strong bi-partisan support, according to 
Representative Joel Kitchens’ office. We will continue to keep parents up to date as we 
receive information. 
 



 

 

Up and Coming… 
  
              

 
 
 

Classical School’s 3rdAnnual Fine Arts Night 
 

Thursday, May 7th!! 
 

Please come and enjoy an evening featuring the visual 
and musical talents of our Classical students!  This is a truly amazing 
display of incredible pieces, so please come admire your children’s 

work. 
 

Every student has a piece in the show, please do not miss it! 
 

Please join us in the Forum from 6:00-7:30pm 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

Up and Coming… 
 

FIRST Lego League (4th-8th graders) 

 

We are in need of Lego League Coaches for the 2015-16 Season!! 
If you are interested, please email Kathy Diedrich diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us 

 
Looking for a fun way to combine creative thinking and robotics? 
Join a FIRST® LEGO® League team for their 2015-16 season! 
 

Teams will build, test, and program a robot using LEGO MINDSTORMS® to solve a set of 

missions in the robot game. They’ll also choose and solve a real-world problem in the project, which includes a 

presentation booth and skit. 

 

While sign up for the Classical team begins in May, the program doesn’t actually start until late 

August/early September. Each team will meet for eight weeks to complete the challenge and then compete 

at a regional tournament in November. More information is available online at www.firstlegoleague.org .   

 

 

 

HOST A STUDENT FROM SPAIN THIS SUMMER!     
 

We are once again looking for host families for this summer.   

Students will be here from Spain from July 1st – July 26.   

Families are able to view additional information and apply online 

at the links below.  

For more information and to view the student bios:                 
 http://www.languageandfriendship.com/bios-apps-wi.html 

             General Information on Hosting:   
    http://www.languageandfriendship.com/hosting/ 

          How to Apply ONLINE to be a Host family: 
http://www.languageandfriendship.com/hosting/how-to-apply.html 

 

 

 

“This photo marks the beginning of our special time with sweet, 

sweet, Sandra. She is joy-filled, loving, eager to learn, respectful, 

industrious...We feel as though we have been given the most 

beautiful gift!”  

 
~From a family who welcomed a 3-week visitor 

mailto:diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us
http://www.firstlegoleague.org/
http://www.languageandfriendship.com/bios-apps-wi.html
http://www.languageandfriendship.com/hosting/
http://www.languageandfriendship.com/hosting/how-to-apply.html


 

 

Up and Coming… 
 

Celebrating Cinco De Mayo at Classical School:  

 
 SPANISH SPIRIT DAY 

On Tuesday, May 5th, Classical school will be celebrating cinco de mayo! We will be having a 

Spanish Spirit day. Students may dress up in several ways. They can wear red, white, and 

green, the colors of the Mexican flag, or they can wear shirts from a trip to Mexico or from 

any Spanish-speaking country.  Another option would be for students to wear their Classical 

School Spanish T-shirt!   Please keep in mind that the attire should comply with the school  

               dress code. No sombreros please!    

 
 Please bring CASCARONES in by Friday, May 1st!! 
The Spanish classes at Classical School celebrate cinco de mayo with 

traditional  cascarones.  Cascarones are empty eggshells that are filled 

with confetti. Confetti must be biodegradable. We want to have at least 

one per student but even more would be better!  The best strategy is to 

break a one-inch hole or larger in the egg and use it as you normally would. 

Rinse the eggshell, turn it upside down, and let it dry. When the eggshells 

have dried, put a small amount of confetti in each one and cover with tissue 

paper.  
  The eggs shells do not need to be dyed!   

 

 

Muchísimas Gracias,    

Señora Lariviere, Señora Meidl, Señora Cihlar, Señora Zwiers 

 

        We also need volunteers! 
The students will be breaking cascarones during their lunch recess on Tuesday, May 5th.  If you can help 

and have not returned the sign-up form that came home in the Pegasus Fliers, please email your child’s 

Spanish teacher!   

 

                                                      Volunteer Needs: 
                   Set up and pass out cascarones from 11:10-11:30 

                                                   Pass out cascarones from 11:30-11:57 

                                          Pass out cascarones and clean up from 12:15-12:40 
     Muchísimas Gracias! 

 

 

 



 

 

Up and Coming…  

 

Summer Reading with the Appleton Public Library 

       
The Appleton Public Library’s Children’s Summer Reading Program has a science based theme this 

year.   Registration begins on May 1, 2015. The Summer Reading Program runs from June 8 - 

August 9. Receive incentives each week for tracking your reading in a log.  Read at least 15 minutes 

a day. When you pick up incentives, you are eligible to receive drawing tickets for grand prizes.  

Attend library programs, submit book reviews, and draw book-related pictures for additional 

drawing tickets.  Register at the Children’s Service desk or at www.apl.org/summer.  

 
 

AASD Summer School at Classical 
Summer school is just around the corner! 

Time is running out to register your child for the fun packed classes offered 

at Classical this summer.  Please check the web site at 

www.classicalcharter.com for a link to class information, schedule and 

registration form. 

Contact Kari Campshure, coordinator, for more information.   

Hot Lunch Charges 
The end of school is fast approaching!!   

Please note that the last day that your student will be able to charge his or 

her hot lunch is May 8th.  No charges will be allowed for lunch after that date and 

all charges must be paid by the end of the school year.  If a student does not have 

enough money on his/her account to cover a lunch, he/she will receive a peanut 

butter sandwich and white milk. 
 

Does Your Child Owe Any Library or Textbook Fines? 
Please note that students who owe book fine money will not receive their 

yearbooks until all fines have been paid in full.  Thanks!  

 

2015-16 School Supply Lists 

School supply lists for the 2015-16 school year will be included in your child’s fourth quarter 

report card envelope.  The list can also be found on our website:  www.classicalcharter.com. To 

pre-order school supplies that are delivered to Classical in August, please log on to 

www.1stDaySchoolSupplies.com . 

 

http://www.apl.org/summer
http://www.classicalcharter.com/
http://www.classicalcharter.com/
http://www.1stdayschoolsupplies.com/


 

 

Up and Coming… 

 

Appleton Area School District Fees for 2015-2016 
These fees will be collected along with your registration materials in August. 

Kindergarten      $30 

1st - 6th Grade  $30 

7th - 8th Grade $40 

REMINDER: Middle School Activity Fees: $40 per activity; $120 student yearly cap; $160 family 

cap**Joint middle and high school family cap of $250 

 

Classical School Picnic Lunch Day is May 21st! 
K-8 grade students may bring their lunch from home or eat a picnic hot lunch provided by Aramark Food Service! 

We are requesting you pre-order/pay for the picnic lunches by May 2nd. 

 

Adult picnic lunches must be purchased in advance for $3.75. 

Full Pay K-6 Grade: $2.40 and 7-8 Grade: $2.65 

Reduced student lunches are $.40 for all grades                                

 

  Picnic Menu 
       Hamburger on a bun 

           Baked beans 

  Baby Carrots & Ranch Dressing 

           Fresh apple 

         Ice Cream Cup 

*milk, condiments, and paper products are included* 

 
                                 Alternate Entrée choice: Peanut Butter & Jelly Sandwich 

 

 

Appleton Area School District 4K Registration for 2015-2016 school year 
If your child will be four years old on or before September 1, 2015, he/she is eligible to begin 4 year old 

kindergarten in September.  To register your child, please stop at the 4K office and complete the necessary 

paperwork: 
Appleton Community 4K Office 

Located at Community Learning Center 
313 S. State St., Appleton 

Questions?  Please call the Appleton Community 4K Office at  (920) 832-1742  or check out our website at 

www.aasd.k12.wi.us/4K.  

 

 
 

http://www.aasd.k12.wi.us/4K


 

 

Up and Coming… 

National Teacher Appreciation Week is Coming… 
National Teacher Appreciation week is celebrated the week of 

May 4-8th.    The Classical School Teacher Appreciation Committee 

would like to remind you to take a moment to show your child’s teacher 

how much they are appreciated.   

                          Thank You! 

Perhaps your child would like to bring in a card, drawing, or a flower for their teacher sometime during this 

week.  Remind your teacher how they have made your child’s year better or remind them of your child’s 

favorite school memory from this school year.  If you are looking for ideas for something to purchase for 

your teachers or support staff, Linda Kemps has a notebook in the office that contains a list of the teachers 

―favorite things.‖                  
                

            

Sam I Am …tumors i do not like them… Run/Walk for the Cure  (all ages!) 
 

Please consider joining the community in supporting the Littlest Tumor Foundation by 

participating in the Sam I Am Run/Walk for the Cure on Saturday, May 23, 2015 at 8:00a.m., 

at Plamann Park in Appleton.   

 

This is a 5-mile run, 2.5-mile walk/run that also includes kids’ fun runs.  This run benefits 

Sami, a Classical School classmate.  If interested, you can register online at 

www.littlesttumor.org.  Questions?  Please call 920-475-6599. 

 
 
 

NORTH HS THEATRE WORKSHOP FOR MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS 
 

                    For Grades 7 & 8, May 16th, 9:00-3:00 

 

DRAMA DAY is a one-day theatre exploration camp that is 

planned and taught by North High School theatre students.  

Participants learn about all aspects of theatre, both on stage 

and back stage.  Past classes have included improvisational 

games, creating characters, stage lighting, sound, voice, 

movement, and stage combat.  The class material is adjusted 

for the age of the participants.  All proceeds from DRAMA 

DAY go to fund theatre activities at North.   A registration 

form with specific information about times and participation 

fee can be located on the North Theatre website 

www.appletonnorththeatre.com.  For further information 

contact Ron Parker, theatre director at 832-4300 or via e-mail 

parkerronaldc@aasd.k12.wi.us. 
 
 

http://www.littlesttumor.org/
http://www.appletonnorththeatre.com/
mailto:parkerronaldc@aasd.k12.wi.us


 

 

NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 

 

From the School Nurse 

 
Attention Parents of Current 5th Grade Students! 

For those of you who like to plan ahead and are already scheduling your child’s well-

child physician physical exams for spring/summer, please be reminded that students 

are required to have a second dose of chicken pox vaccine and a Tdap booster upon 

entrance to 6th grade. Once received, please provide a copy of your child’s 

immunization record to the school office showing receipt of these immunizations. The 

Tdap booster is typically given around the 11th birthday.  If you plan not to vaccinate 

(due to personal, religious, or medical reasons), you are required to sign a waiver.  Immunization waiver forms 

are available from the school office. Please feel free to contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you for 

your attention to this important matter. 

 

 
                    END-OF-YEAR MEDICATION PICK UP       

 

Dear Parents,  

 

If your child currently has medication kept in the school office, you 

must make arrangements to take these medications home during the last 

week of school.  In mid-May, you will be receiving a bright gold colored 

form on which you may indicate your plans for obtaining the medication.  

Please sign this form and return to the school office as soon as 

possible.  Any medications not picked up from the school office by June 

15th will be discarded.  Please feel free to contact me if you have any 

questions.   

 

Thank you! 

Debbie Olson, RN 

 

 

Community Activities for Families:  LEAP  
Please be sure to read the LEAP which is posted on our website.  This is a monthly publication created by the 

Appleton Area School District to inform families of community activities for children.  You may also pick up a 

hardcopy outside the school office.  It is a wonderful resource! 

 

 

Playground Chalk Needed! 
We are in need of playground chalk for the children.  If you would like to donate 

chalk, please drop it off in the school office.  We, and the children, thank you for 

your help! 

 



 

 

NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 
Summer Robotics and Engineering Summer Camps by Tesla   

  
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

NEWSWORTHY ODDS AND ENDS… 
DRESS CODE REVIEW 

 

Now that warmer weather is here, please review dress code guidelines… 
We take pride in the appearance of our students.  How students act is often affected by what they wear.  

Students are expected to dress appropriately in clean, well-fitting clothing appropriate for the weather.  

This makes them feel more comfortable about school and increases their chances of being successful 

students ready to learn. 

 

Students’ dress or attire must adhere to the following minimum standards. The standards maintained align 

with the BOE approved policy 443.1, June 1999 found in the family district handbooks. 

 

 Students may not wear scanty/revealing clothing.  Examples of these items include but are not 

limited to tube tops, halter tops, backless tops, strapless tops, spaghetti straps, and clothing that 

expose the midriff and/or undergarments.  
 

 Students must wear shoes/appropriate footwear in and around the school at all times.  
 

 Students are not allowed to wear head gear in the school building.  Removing a person’s hat when 

entering a building is a well-established sign of respect in our country and one that will be reinforced 

in our schools.  Examples of head gear include but are not limited to hats, caps, and bandanas.  
 

 No garments that advertise alcohol, alcohol establishments, tobacco products, or other drugs 

may be worn.  
 

 No attire with messages or symbols that include profanity, violent or sexual language/actions, 

or inappropriate subject matter is allowed to be worn in the school buildings.  
 

 Any attire or accessory which by its design, use or intended use, could cause bodily harm, property 

damage, or intimidation to other persons, may not be worn.  Examples of these items include but are 

not limited to chains, leather straps, pet collars, and spikes.  
 

 No attire with any gang-related purpose is allowed.  
 

 Jackets, coats, and gloves must be removed at the student’s locker/hallway hook area.  Any such 

items may not be worn around the building during school hours.  
 

Body markings or tattoos that do not meet the above standards must be fully covered at all times. 

 

This policy is in force during the school day, in school vehicles, and at all school activities.  The wearing of 

outer garments and headwear will be permitted in school vehicles and at school activities when deemed 

appropriate by building administration. This list is not meant to be exhaustive; rather it is intended to 

provide some idea of acceptable dress. 

Since styles of clothing change rapidly, the administration reserves the right to restrict certain fashions 

that are inappropriate as well as interpret what is considered to be in poor taste or distracting to the 

learning environment.  Members of the staff will use their professional judgment when enforcing this policy. 



 

 

Clubs & Activities… 
Movie Donation Request for Ski Club 

Hello Classical Families! 

The 7th & 8th graders take Coach buses to Nordic Ski Mountain each year for Ski Club. I usually bring along my 

own copies of kid-friendly movies—sticking with the district’s G-rated movie policy as much as I can—to show on 

the bus to make the trips there and back go a little faster. A clever chaperone suggested I ask the Classical 

families to donate movies they no longer use at home. The buses have very basic DVD players, no Blu ray players. 

 Below is a list of titles I have shown over the past years. If you have any of these movies (or similar movies),  

no longer need them, and are willing to donate them to Ski Club, I would be forever grateful!  

 

             Thank you for considering,       

             Jess Crownhart   

  

              Ski Club Advisor 

 

 

Volunteer Appreciation… 

Thank you to the many volunteers who give their time to Classical! 

MUCHAS GRACIAS!  Thank you to Classical parents, Carrie Korb and Susan Stanford, for 

providing Spanish tutoring during ―ALMUERZO‖!  You have provided a very important service to 

our students this year, and we are most grateful!  

Thank you Girls & Boys Running Clubs and Tennis Club parent volunteer coaches Aimee Eubank, 

Nicole Schmidt, Yoly Anderson, Adrian Rickman, Melody Lewis and Kevin Grady (and all of 

the parents assisting our coaches) for your enthusiasm in working with our kids!   

 

Sheri Hartzheim, our tireless KAT Coordinator, thank you for all of your hard work in planning and executing 

KAT activities & KAT Day again this year.  We appreciate the many hours you put into this major fundraiser 

for Classical School!   

 

Thank you for the excellent turnout of parents to help test students on KAT testing day! 

 

 

Teacher Appreciation Committee, thanks for all you have done this year to provide treats 

for staff meetings, meals for conferences, and all you are doing to organize and plan for 

Teacher Appreciation Week next week.  Our staff is very grateful for your thoughtfulness! 

 



 

 

Fine Arts Brushstrokes… 
Happy May! 

May is a time to get ready for warmer weather (where is it???), as 

well as get ready for our third annual Fine Arts Night at Classical 

School!  Fine Arts Night will be on Thursday, May 7th from 6:00-7:30.  Every student at Classical 

will have a piece in the show!  To ensure that every student has a piece in the show, I am looking 

for as many volunteers as possible to help hang work.  I need volunteers to help hang work after 

school on Wednesday, May 6th   from 3:00-?, and I also need volunteers to help take the work 

down Friday morning.  Please email Kathy Diedrich at diedrichkathry@aasd.k12.wi.us if you are able 

to help with any of those days!  Thank you! 

 

Have a wonderful May! 

Mrs. Eastman 

 

Physical Education Moves… 

Mrs. Jadin     K-6 Phy Ed 

We started April with fitness testing during the first few weeks back from Spring break.  Similar to the fall 

fitness testing, these tests will measure students’ muscular strength and endurance (push-ups and sit-ups), 

cardiovascular endurance (PACER), and flexibility (Sit-n-Reach).  

We will also talked more about nutrition and did a few activities that focused specifically on eating healthy.     

 

April Lesson Highlights 

 K-2nd grade  started with fitness testing and then worked on dribbling with their feet and kicking, as well 

as nutrition facts 

 3rd -6th grade started with fitness testing and then moved on to basketball-related skills with invasion 

tactics mixed in 

   

 Our core values focus for April was Compassion. 

 
 “If you want others to be happy, practice compassion. If you want to be happy, practice compassion.”  

            ~Dalai Lama 

Mr. Gilbert                                   7th & 8th Phy Ed 

We are in our volleyball unit right now where we have worked on our volleyball skills such as passing, setting, 

serving (underhand and overhand), and game play. We had our quiz at the end of April on volleyball skills and 

strategies.  This will be our last quiz of the school year.  Our volleyball unit will take us through outdoor 

activities, hopefully earlier rather than later.   

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/d/dalailama105551.html


 

 

Musical Notes… 
 

Mr. Grover                                               Band     6th-8th 

We are busy preparing for our Tuesday, May 5th Spring Band Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 

PM, Forum.  Students should arrive and be ready to play by 7:05. 
 

Ms. Kottman                                         Chorus     7th & 8th  

Congratulations to the 7th and 8th grade Choirs on great performances   in their March concerts! 

The 7th grade Choir beautifully sang pieces from Peru, Appalachia, and New Zealand with the 

Einstein choirs at the Northside Choral Festival and the 8th grade Choir led us into spring break 

with their cheery renditions of ―Oh What a Beautiful   Morning‖ (8th grade Core Knowledge piece) 

and ―Here Comes the Sun‖ by The Beatles at the Classic Hits concert. 

 The final concert of the year is coming up on Tuesday, May 12 in the Forum.  

 

       Classical Choirs Performances, 2014-2015 

Date Event Who Where & Wear When 

Tuesday, May 12 Classical Spring 

Choral Concert 

Classical 6-8 Choirs The Forum 

 

- standard concert dress 

7:30pm 

*call time 

7:10pm 

standard concert dress: 

Ladies: solid color top, black pants (no jeans) or black skirt (with solid black leggings or tights), black closed-toe 

shoes (be able to stand comfortably and move easily).  

 

Men: long-sleeved button-down shirt, tie, black pants (no jeans), black socks, black dress shoes. 

All concert attire must meet Classical School’s dress code expectations.  

Ms. Olson                     Orchestra    8th grade 

 

The 8th grade orchestra was busy preparing for the Knowledge-a-Thon and 

watched several clips from Oklahoma!  We also have our May concert to prepare 

for, which is on Tuesday, May 19 at 7:00pm.  The students have been split into 

two small ensembles that will each be performing their own piece.  Learning how 

to work together and developing musical listening skills are some of the goals of 

small ensembles. 
 



 

 

Mrs. Casey     General Music & Orchestra                        K-6 

 
Elementary students have several exciting music opportunities coming up during the first full week of 
May, 05/04-05/08, which is our… 
 
 

 
 

1. Summer music camps will be promoted and sign up forms will be due on Friday of Fine Arts 
week (05/08) mailed by parents to the district fine arts office designated on the form. These 
camps are scheduled so that they do not conflict with other academic summer school classes. 
Sign up forms for the summer choir camps have already been sent home with students. 
 

2. “Red Carpet” Performances: we will be transforming the music classroom into a performance 
hall! Students that currently take private or group piano lessons are encouraged to perform one 
song for the class during their regular class time. This allows us the opportunity to study about 
proper performance practices and concert etiquette. 

 
3. Fine Arts Night: students Gr. 2-6 that currently take private lessons on any instrument (piano, 

violin, clarinet, etc.) are encouraged to sign up to perform one solo or small ensemble piece as 
background music—this is NOT a concert nor recital—while people mill around to view art work 
shown on in the forum Thursday, May 7th from 6:00-7:30 PM. Students must sign up by filling out 
and turning in the pink form that came home in Pegasus Flyers by Thurs, April 23rd. 

 
 
 
General Music (K-6) 

 

We have been learning and reviewing songs and concepts that relate to our ten Knowledge-a-thon 
music questions! In class during the third week of April, students tested for a grade on their ten music 
KAT questions. The assessment was a  good preparation for KAT day on April 25 and also helped 
determine the students’ “Knowledge of Concepts” for their music report cards. 
 

6th graders are also preparing for their spring music concert on Tuesday, May 12th, 2015 at 7:30 
PM in the forum. Students should arrive by 7:00 PM and dress nicely to show pride in presenting 
their music to the community! Please contact Mrs. Casey in advance with any conflicts. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

4th-6th Grade Orchestra 

Congratulations to Martelé and Sautillé orchestra students that participated in this year’s All-City Strings 
Festival on Tuesday, April 14th. Thank you, parents, for being supportive and cooperative with this large 
and important event. We look forward to it again next year! 
 

             *Pictures included in the parent version of the Classical Columns. 
 
4th-6th grade students are preparing for their Classical School spring orchestra concert on Thursday, May 
19 at 7:00pm. Students are invited to illustrate their music to depict the exotic, fantasy themes of each 
piece for the audience. This art work is due at the end of Fine Arts Week, on Friday, May 8th. 
 
 
 
 

Upcoming Classical School Performances: 

Tuesday, May 5 – Spring Band Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, forum 
Thursday, May 7 – Fine Arts Night (Gr. K-8 art work, Gr. 2-6 performances), 6:00-7:30 PM, forum 

Tuesday, May 12 – Spring Choir Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, forum 
Tuesday, May 19 – Spring Orchestra Concert (Gr. 4-8), 7:00 PM, forum 

Thursday, May 28 – Suzuki Stars Spring Recital, 4:00 PM, forum 
 

 

 
 

Please check the Pegasus Fliers each week for many summer music opportunities! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Many exciting summer music camps and other programs are available to students!  
 

Please watch for information coming home 
in the Pegasus Fliers each Thursday.   
The registration deadline for most 

programs is in May.   
Students who practice over the summer 
will be in better shape for school in the 

fall! 

 



 

 

$$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 

 Knowledge-A-Thon 2015 

 

 

CCCOOONNNGGGRRRAAATTTUUULLLAAATTTIIIOOONNNSSS,,,   CCClllaaassssssiiicccaaalll   FFFaaammmiiillliiieeesss!!!         

KAT 2015 was a wonderful success! 

 

 

 

 To the KAT 2015 leaders for all their hard work and support, especially in the following areas… 

 Kara Carmen – Poster Contest Tami Schneider – KAT Kick-Off Video 

 Michal Slovick – Star Week  Michelle Schmitz – Bonanza Week 

 To the KAT Testing Day hosts, testers, tabulators, and many other helpers, including our 

8th grade students who took time out of their morning routine to make testing go so quickly and 

smoothly… 

 To all of the countless volunteers who helped with the Poster Contest, Star Week, Lottery 

Lollapalooza, and Bonanza week…  

 To all of our business sponsors who advertised in our KAT 2015 booklet and support us with 

matching corporate funds…  

 To all of the wonderful teachers and staff members (especially the director of mischief, Mr. 

Grover) who entertained us with the KAT Kick-Off Bucket Brigade and to our school’s wonderful 

support staff for all of their much-needed assistance… 

 And to Kathy Diedrich, Linda Kemps and Kent Schweitzer for all of their KAT 2015 support….  

TTTHHHAAANNNKKK   YYYOOOUUU!!!      TTTHHHAAANNNKKK   YYYOOOUUU!!!      TTTHHHAAANNNKKK   YYYOOOUUU!!!   

- Sheri Hartzheim, KAT 2015 Chairman (sherisue@att.net) 

mailto:sherisue@att.net


 

 
 

 

    $$$ FUNDRAI$ING CORNER $$$ 
 
BoxTops Contest!    Rescheduled for May 11th-15th 

We have scheduled our last BoxTops contest of the school year for 

May 11th-15th!   Please remember to bring in your BoxTops to earn 

money for our school.  Keep in mind, the winning elementary 

classroom and the winning 7th and 8th grade classroom each earn a 

Dilly Bar party! 

 

 

Money for Milk Caps 
 
The milk caps continue to add up.  We have collected over 900 milk caps and 

labels so far this year.  Keep collecting your Milk Moola caps and labels and 

place them in the bin across from the office.   
 

 

 

 

Do you shop on Amazon?  
 

Now you can support Classical School when you shop on Amazon! 

As a Wisconsin not-for-profit corporation, the CCSA (Classical Charter 

School Association) is eligible for contributions from Amazon through 

their AmazonSmile program. Every time you shop at smile.amazon.com, 

0.5% of the purchase price from eligible items will be donated to the 

CCSA at no cost to you. In the past, CCSA funds have been utilized for 

teacher and staff appreciation and training, as well as graduation gifts. 
           

How do I select the CCSA as a charitable organization? 

Access the following URL - http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066 OR  

Access smile.amazon.com and from “pick your charitable contribution” drop down just  

enter "39-1958066 " or 'Classical Charter School Association Inc' and click on the Select Button  

 

 

The CCSA Board members are grateful stewards of your contributions! 

 

 

 

 
 

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/39-1958066


 

 

School Calendar:  April-June 

 
We also have early dismissal on Friday, May 22rdand no school on Monday, May 25th Memorial Day  

     Early Dismissal Times:  11:17am for elementary and 11:50am for 7th/8th grades 

                                           

April       BADGER EXAM Testing Window:   March 30-May 22, Grades 3-8 

        MAP Spring Testing Window:   April 15 – May 8, Grades 2-8 
        PALS Testing Window:  April 29 – May 24, Grades K-2  
 

30 – Badger Exam, 3
rd

/4
th

 grade, 9:25 – 10:15, classrooms and computer lab 
30 – Badger Exam, 3

rd
/4

th
 grade, 12:00 – 1:30, classrooms and computer lab 

30 - Almuerzo with Señora Cihlar  
30 - Pegasus Flyers go home today 
30 - Suzuki Stars strings 3:00 – 3:45 
30 - Détaché violin lunch rehearsal 
30 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm, tennis courts by playground 
30 – Grade 7 Girls VB Wilson 1 @ Einstein 2 4:00 pm 
30 – Grade 7 Girls VB Einstein 1:  Bye 
30 – Track:  Kimberly @ Einstein 4:15 pm 
 
 

 

May           BADGER EXAM Testing Window:   March 30-May 22, Grades 3-8 

                   MAP Spring Testing Window:   April 15 – May 8, Grades 2-8 
             PALS Testing Window:  April 29 – May 24, Grades K-2  

 
1 -- Sautillé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
4 – 8 National Teacher Appreciation Week 
4 -- Détaché full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
4 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 
4 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm, tennis courts by playground 
5 – Badger Testing:  5

th
 & 6

th
 grades 

5 -  Martelé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
5 – Cascarones at lunch recess today (weather permitting) 
5 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
5 - Spring Band Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, Forum  [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 123 & 125] 
5 - Grade 7 Girls VB Einstein 1 @ Einstein 2 4:00 pm 
6 - Badger Testing:  5

th
 & 6

th
 grades 

6 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
6 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 
6 - Salsa Club, 3:00-4:00, music room, L26 
7 - Badger Testing:  5

th
 & 6

th
 grades 

7 -- Détaché violin lunch rehearsal 
7 - National School Nurses Day 
7 - Almuerzo with Señora Cihlar  
7 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm, tennis courts by playground 
7 - Staff meeting at 3:15pm – Room 124 
7 - 3rd Annual Fine Arts Night, Forum, 6:00 – 7:30 p.m., [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 123 and 124] 
 



 

 

May            

7 - Grade 7 Girls VB Madison 3 @ Einstein 1 4:00 pm 
7 - Grade 7 Girls VB Einstein 2:  Bye 
7 - Track:  Roosevelt @ Einstein 4:15 pm 
8 - Fieldtrip:  5

th
 Grade Civil War Reenactment--all day 

8 - Fieldtrip:  3
rd

 grade to Alice in Wonderland at North HS, 12:00-2:40pm 
8 - Kindergarten visitation and orientation from 9:00 – 10:00am (for new kindergarten students) in the Forum followed by 
classroom time 
8 - KAT pledge money due 
8 - Sautillé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
11 - PALS testing—2

nd
 grade 

11 - Détaché full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
11 - Choir dress rehearsal, 2:15-2:45 (Gr. 6) and 2:15-3:00 PM (Gr. 7-8)  
11-15  Box Tops Contest 
11 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 
11 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm 
12 -  Badger Exam, 7

th
/8

th
 grade, 12:45 – 3:00, classrooms  

12 - PALS testing—2
nd

 grade 
12 - Martelé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
12 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
12 - Spring Choir Concert (Gr. 6-8), 7:30 PM, Forum  [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 123 & 125] 
12 - Grade 7 Girls VB Einstein 1 @ Madison 2 4:00 pm 
12 - Grade 7 Girls VB Einstein 2 @ Madison 3 5:15 pm 
12 –Track:  Madison @ Einstein 4:15 pm 
13 - Badger Exam, 7th/8th grade, 12:45 – 3:00, classrooms and computer lab 

13 - PALS testing—1st grade 
13 - AASD Late Start (Classical School does not participate) 
13 - Salsa Club, 3:00-4:00, music room, L26 
13 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 
14 - Badger Exam, 7

th
/8

th
 grade, 12:45 – 2:15, classrooms and computer lab 

14 - Arbitrary Friday – follow Friday schedule today for K-6 

14 - PALS testing—1st grade 
14 - Almuerzo with Señora Cihlar  
14 - Pegasus Flyers go home today 
14 – Suzuki Stars voice 3:00 – 3:45 
14 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
14 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm 
14 -- Sautillé full orchestra rehearsal 
14 - CCSA Board Meeting, 6:30-8:30, Rm. 122 
14 – Grade 7 Girls VB Madison 1 @ Einstein 1 4:00 pm 
         Grade 7 Girls VB Madison 2 @ Einstein 2 5:15 pm 
15 - FORUM USE: Kindergarten placement testing – 8:15am – 10:45am 
15 - Last day for library checkout 
15 -- Sautillé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
15 - Classical Columns articles due today 
15 - FORUM USE: Farewell setup   
15 - Eighth Grade FAREWELL party – Forum – 6:00 – 8:30pm [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 124 and 125 

18 - PALS Testing--kindergarten 

18 - Détaché full orchestra lunch rehearsal 

18 - FORUM USE: Gr. 4-6 Orchestra dress rehearsal, 1:15-2:45 PM 

18 - Tennis Club 
18 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 

19 - PALS Testing--kindergarten 

19 - Locker clean out during resource for grade 7 



 

 

May            

19 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
19 - Martelé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
19 - Orchestra Concert (Gr. 4-8), 7:00 PM, Forum  [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 123 & 125] 
20 - Locker clean out during resource for grade 8 
20 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
20 - Boys & Girls Running Clubs, 3:00-3:45pm, boys meet near tennis courts, girls meet on blacktop 
20 – City Track Meet @ North High School, 4:15 pm 
21 - Almuerzo with Señora Cihlar  
21- Pegasus Flyers go home today 
21 – FORUM USE:  Kindergarten graduation rehearsal, 2:00pm 
21 – Suzuki Stars strings 3:00 – 3:45 
21 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm, tennis courts by playground 
21 - Détaché violin lunch rehearsal 
21 - Picnic hot lunch today (K-8) – [ice cream cups for all Classical students] 
21 – Rain date for City Track Meet @ North High School 4:15 pm 
22 - No classes in afternoon for K-8  HALF-DAY SCHEDULE  
22 - FORUM USE: All-school assembly (School essays; recognizing our school leaders) 8:15am – 8:45am 
25 - NO SCHOOL: Memorial Day observed 
26 - FIELDTRIP:  Kindergarten to Bubultz, 8:45-10:45 AM 
26 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
26 - Martelé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 
27 - Math Help, Rm 122, 3:00-4:00 
28 - Almuerzo with Señora Cihlar  
28 - Pegasus Flyers go home today 
28 - Tennis Club, 3:00-4:00pm, tennis courts by playground 
28 – FORUM USE:  Kindergarten graduation rehearsal, 2:00pm 
28 – Suzuki Stars voice & strings dress rehearsal 3:00 & 4:00 pm recital in Forum 
28 -- Détaché violin lunch rehearsal 
28 - Classical Columns emailed home today and posted on website 
28 - Suzuki Stars Spring Recital, 4:00 PM, Forum  [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 123 & 125] 
29 - Yearbooks go home at the end of the school day 
29 -Sautillé full orchestra lunch rehearsal 

 

June 

1 - FORUM USE: Commencement rehearsal during Resource for 8
th

 graders 
2 – FORUM USE:  Awards program (7-8) and 8

th
-grade commencement ceremony – 7:00pm in Forum (8

th
 grade students 

should arrive at 6:30 and report to homerooms) [YMCA Aftercare in Rooms 124 and 125] [No homework night 7-8]  
2 - Lunch outdoors (weather permitting) and outside PE (to help with graduation set up) 
3 - FORUM USE: (Forum reserved from 12:35 – 2:49pm) Kindergarten graduation: 1:45 – 2:45pm 
4 - 7th and 8th grade field trip to Madison  
4 - Pegasus Flyers go home 
4 - Honor roll posted for grades 7-8 
5 - End of Quarter 4/Semester 2 
5 - All-school assembly with video, Forum,  8:10 – 8:50,  
5 - Last day of school (K-8)/ No PM classes for K - 8  
8 – 10 - Report Cards mailed home 
14 - Robert La Follette Sr. Day (Special observance day – Wisconsin state statute 


