
5th Grade December News 
 

Dear Parents, 

 

We can’t believe it is December already!  We don’t know where the time has gone!   

 

As we are cruising through the year, we are noticing some academic behaviors that are 

inhibiting the success for some students.  As some of you may know, 5th grade is the start 

of the Logic Phase of learning.  With that comes an increased attention to detail in response 

to homework.  The expectation for answers questions and producing quality work takes a 

gradual step up from 4th grade.  As the year has progressed, we have noticed that students 

have struggled as a whole in this area.  Although there are some students that are doing 

really well with this, as a class, we are working on this in order to be more successful with 

our assignment answers and responses.  

 

Please take time to go through your child’s assignment notebook each night.  Check their 

assignments to make sure they are done neatly (with neat formatting, no drawing, holes on 

the left side of the paper, title, and name in the upper right hand corner), in cursive (their 

best cursive), and in complete sentences.  Help your child edit their assignments for basic 

spelling, capital letters, and punctuation.   

 

Several students have struggled with homework completion, so please take a moment or two 

to help your child prepare for the next day by making sure all work is completed.  Also, 

continue to sign their assignment notebook nightly as well as any test signatures or PCT 

signatures (Mrs. Foley’s reading class only).  Thank you in advance for the help in this area!  

 

This week marks the middle of the quarter, so notifications regarding grades will be sent 

home next week.  Please be checking Infinite Campus starting early next week for current 

grades.  Students with a C or below for any class will have forms sent home for signatures. 

 

Winter Gear:  Please make sure to send your child to school with a winter jacket, hats, and 

gloves.  Students must also wear boots if they wish to play in the snow.  It does get cold, so 

please dress your child appropriately for school, or they will be asked to sit outside the 

office during recess times.  Thank you for your help in this area! 

  

We wish your family a wonderful holiday season, and enjoy your break!  We can’t wait to 

hear all about it when the students return! 

 

As usual, email your child’s teacher with specific questions and concerns. 

 

Mrs. Foley 

Mrs. Tassi 

 

 
 



Class Summaries 
 
Grammar:  We have worked through Chapter 3 since our Parts of Speech unit, and we are now moving into Chapter 4.  As we only 

have Grammar a couple times a week, please remind your child to review vocabulary and concepts regularly.   

 

Writing:  We will be working through Lesson 4 in our writing workbook.  Students are practicing writing legends.  They are having a 

lot of fun with this!  Work is done in the workbook OR on paper provided by the teacher.  Please have them look over their 

homework when they have it as they are forgetting to do parts of it at times.  All work should be done in complete sentences and 

cursive.  Examples are provided for each assignment in the workbook.  If students have questions, please check there first! 

 

Greek and Latin Roots:  We are working through Roots 16-20 with a quiz at the end of the month that is cumulative.  Students 

need to know the root’s definition and whether it is Greek or Latin. 

 

Core Sayings:  We are working through Lesson Four this month.  The listing and flashcards can be found in their Core Sayings 

section in their binder.  We will have a test at the end of the month that is cumulative. 

 

States and Capitals:  We are working through the Southern States this month.  These can be found in their states and capitals 

section in their binder.  Students should know their location, the capital, and how to spell each one.  Please have them review 

nightly.  We have noticed some lower scores on these tests, so please remind students to study regularly. 

 

Spelling:  We are currently on Lesson 45.  We will be working on a lesson a day with a test every 5th lesson.  Students should be 

reviewing spelling words nightly.  Mrs. Foley’s classroom has a red spelling notebook that they can review for upcoming tests.  Mrs. 

Tassi’s classroom should be looking in the back of their spelling book and going through the word lists. 

 

History:  We have been continuing our study of the Renaissance by looking at the Glorious Revolution in England sparked by new 

ideas and religious dispute as well as Exploration.  Students have packets and information in their binder.  Please have them 

reference this.  Books are not allowed to come home; however, when homework is given, they are given time to complete during class 

as well as study hall.  They also have homework answers in their worksheets or notes taken in class.  Please have them reference 

these if there are questions.  Nightly review should occur on concepts taught during the day to stay fresh and ready for lessons.  

 

Science:  We are still working on Plants this month.  We have learned about the two types of plants and are now working on Plant 

Growth.  We did a fun activity with celery you should ask your child about☺  Tests will be given based off of material in their 

binders.  Please have them review nightly to keep up with new material! 

 

Mrs. Tassi’s Math: We have been taking facts test, reviewing mental math, and completing lesson practice activities in the math 

notebooks. This month we will focus on topics including organizing and analyzing data, solving two-step word problems, repeated 

practice with long division, and expanded notation. Please continue to have your child look over math assignments nightly for work 

completion and labels. 

 

Mrs. Foley’s Math: We are currently on Lesson 45 for math.  Students are performing well.  The concepts are starting to become 

harder.  We are working on decimal division and other larger concepts.  Students tend to become easily frustrated and look for 

answers rather than problem solving.  We are working on taking our time, reading the questions carefully, and learning how to build 

skills together to answer questions.  I am still checking work in class, and students are still working very hard! 

 

Mrs. Tassi’s Reading: We finished the novel Little Women and started The Adventures of Don Quixote. In class, we will continue 

to fine-tune our reading and writing skills by practicing a variety of activities to check comprehension. Throughout the novel, 

students will practice predicting, making inferences, visualization, and analyzing cause and effect. We will also continue to work on 

expression and tone while reading this month.  
 

 

Mrs. Foley’s Reading: We have begun Don Quixote.  This is a fun book about a knight-errant who travels and go through many 

adventures.  We will be focusing on some basic reading skills including predictions, inferences, visualization, and other important 

reading skills.  Please encourage your child to write in complete sentences.  This is still a weakness for many and is causing low 

assignment scores.  Please also take a moment to complete their PCT on Tuesday and Wednesday nights.  Many students are 

receiving few points for this activity, which is also causing low scores.  Thank you in advance for your help with these two areas.  

 


