
 
 

The time has come for our December 

newsletter.  Please read the following 

information very carefully.   

 

We had a great November.  We learned 

about so many things and culminated the 

month with a great Thanksgiving 

program. The children all worked hard 

and enjoyed learning all of the songs and 

poems. I hope we scared a few of you 

with the line, “A GREAT BIG SCARY 

CROW.”  The Native Americans and the 

Pilgrims took up most of our social 

studies time for November, and in 

literature we read some great Native 

American folk tales. The story about 

Jumping Mouse is always a favorite.  All 

of the children seem to really love 

stories and getting to know about other 

people.  

 

December also brings some exciting 

topics.  We are going to be focusing on 

the continent of Europe. We do need to 

finish up about Native Americans and 

the five senses first and that will take a 

few more days. 

 

As the year continues, we will spend a 

bit of time on all of the continents of the 

world. We will continue to work on 

locating the seven continents and at this 

point the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.  

For those of you who join me in being a 

bit geographically impaired, the Atlantic 

Ocean is between the Americas and 

Africa and the Pacific Ocean is between 

California and JaPan.  This is something 

that should be reviewed at home on 

occasion.  In science, we will be 

discussing magnetism.  We always do 

some great experiments with magnets 

during this month.  Literature will 

include a few more nursery rhymes and 

stories including Pooh Bear and the 

Bremen Town Musicians. 

 

 
Horizons A (Mrs. Nagreen’s group)- 

This reading group is going very well 

thanks to all the hard work that has been 

put in at home. Home review is really 

the key to success in this reading 

program.  Keep up the good work.  We 

have just started the second book and 

you can see how the children are 

progressing. The last test went 

amazingly well, but do not give up the 

practicing now. We have another test 

coming up on lesson 60 (Friday). In this 

holiday season, it is easy to forget school 

responsibilities. Remember that on the 

evening of a test there is not a 

bookmark. Homework papers and 

bookmarks go along with each lesson 

(they have the same number).  

 

Saxon K- (Mrs. Nagreen’s group) Math 

is going very well.  We have been 

working on identifying shapes, sizes, 

ordinal numbers, recognizing numbers 

1-100, and we have started money and 

learning how to tell time. Learning 

money names and values is one of the 

more difficult concepts for the 

kindergarteners and it has gotten much 

more difficult as we enter an age where 

many of us do not use a lot of cash.  

Maybe you would like to show your 



 
child that items can be purchased in 

different ways at the store.  

 

Reading Horizons AB (Mrs. 

Bomann):  We have introduced quote 

marks recently.  What a big step this is!  

If your child is in Horizons AB reading 

program, please talk about this.  Notice 

that we have introduced ‘to,’ ‘said,’ and 

‘was’.  These words work well if your 

child can simple learn to recognize them 

quickly as sight words.  When they are 

stuck on one of these types of words I 

encourage them to sound it out, then 

think “that sounds funny” and they 

always figure out what it is.  Oral 

repeated readings of familiar passages is 

a proven method for helping children 

with fluency (reading smoothly and 

quickly) as long as it is with a ‘coach’ 

reader next to them.  Please squeeze in 

as much reading using our reading book 

as possible, especially for the children 

who need work on recognizing more 

words the ‘fast way’ more often.   

Continue to model the smooth blending 

in which the first two or three sounds go 

together smoothly, not as separated 

sounds.  I also recommend keeping a 

running list in the kitchen of difficult 

words and they can ‘graduate’ away 

from those words once they read them 5 

times (at different times) without 

hesitation. 

  

Math Saxon 1 (Mrs. Bomann): We 

have been working on many concepts 

including plus one and minus one.  We 

will continue to reinforce the idea of 

what plus and minus actually mean and 

that, when working on math facts, the 

children need to look carefully at the + 

or – symbol.  We have been counting by 

10s recently; also a fun thing to practice 

together.   

 

Spanish:  
 
Kinder:  ¡Hola! During the month of 
December, kindergarteners will be 
learning the alphabet in Spanish. 
 Please use the following link to see the 
letters with phonetic pronunciation and 
some ideas for practicing at home: 
https://goo.gl/mRNqNE 
 

Gracias,  
Sra. Cihlar 

 

Kindness Awards- In the month of 

December I like to help the children 

focus on being kind to others. Next week 

each student will receive three shapes in 

his or her folder to take home.  When 

you or another family member sees your 

child doing something kind (and 

doesn’t ask for a reward), the kindness 

may be written on the shape and brought 

into class.  In class, I will put the 

kindness awards on our classroom door.  

If your child would like to decorate 

his/her, shape before bringing it in, that 

is up to each child. When the three 

shapes are used up, more will be sent 

home.   

We want to learn to focus more on 

others rather than ourselves. The 

kindnesses are read aloud to the class 

each day. Please participate in this 

activity with your child.  Some children 

get very sad when they are not 

announced for being kind. Kindnesses 

can be as simple as doing a chore 

without being asked or being quiet when 

asked.  Our school virtues that include 

kindness include responsibility, 

compassion, and cooperation.  

https://goo.gl/mRNqNE


 
 

 

Winter Clothing- This is a reminder to 

read the school newsletter about required 

winter clothes for recess in kindergarten 

(snow pants and boots). Please 

remember to label everything 

including hats and mittens. It is okay 

for students to wear their P.E. shoes 

inside school during the day if they wear 

boots to school. It is district policy that 

students go outside to 15 below zero (on 

the Fahrenheit scale and includes the 

wind chill factor).  Please have your 

child practice dressing him/herself in 

outside clothing.  I am sure you can 

imagine the ordeal it is for us to get 

outside three times a day☺ 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Robyn Hernandez Nagreen 


