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A few notes of importance in this short month.  You may have noticed an emphasis on responsibility 

reported to you when you read your child’s report card.  Second grade is all about teaching and 

building the student’s responsibility.  One very important part of that is the assignment notebook.  

Daily signatures from an adult are required.  Some children are neglecting to secure this signature.  Up 

until the last quarter of second grade, the card flip chart is used to modify behavior.  Starting in the 4th 

quarter, the card flip will be used to shape both responsibility and behavior.  The assignment notebook 

is a communication tool between school and home.  It is primarily used for assignments which tie into 

gimmes but it can also be used for other messages.  Both of us check notebook signatures first thing 

every day and talk to the children about responsibility as part of the teaching process.  If your child is 

having trouble in this area, please work with them on a plan for improvement.  We stress that it is the 

child’s responsibility to present the book to you not the parent’s responsibility to “just sign it.”  Starting 

in the 4th quarter, the children will have a card flip for each missing assignment notebook signature, per 

school policy, and of course we want to avoid doing that if we can!  Thanks for your help with this! 

 

Valentine’s Day Party 

 

Each second grade class will be having a Valentine’s Day party on Thursday, 

February 14, attached to this newsletter is a class list for each class.  If your child 

decides to bring valentines, please make sure your child brings a valentine for each 

person in his/her class.  Please remember that students may include one small, 

inexpensive non-food prize per Valentine card such as a pencil or a small set of 

stickers.  The no treat rule is school wide and is district policy.    

 

Reading Mastery 2 – Keep practicing with your child every night.  The most recent “check-out” was a 

pleasure because almost everyone in class passed with two or less errors in less than one minute.  

Please check the corrected workbook lesson sheets with your son and daughter so that they can learn 

from previous errors.  Comprehension is very important in our reading program.  Thank you for your 

continued help with this. 

 

Reading Mastery 3 – The students are progressing well.  Keep reading each night with your child.  

Please watch that their finger is under each word as they practice.  This will help them eliminate errors, 

especially the kind where they omit or misread small words.  Some students are having a bit of trouble 

with the checkouts now that they are 125 words.  Nightly reading will help this.  Starting with Lesson 

81, you will notice that the children will have to answer one question from their textbook in a complete 

sentence.  This will help build their skills for future literature work once this book ends.  I will increase 

the number of sentences as we move through the book.  I always teach the children exactly how I’d like 

the sentences to look.  I work with the kids each day so they know what I expect.  I think they are all 

working very hard!     
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Saxon Math Level 2 – Second graders are more than half way through the program and most all 

students are doing very well.  Mastery of material with this program is 85% or better.  

The work is getting harder so I am reminding the kids to complete work and read 

directions carefully.  Concepts coming up are subtracting 2-digit numbers, counting 

quarters, rounding numbers to the nearest 10 and using dollar signs with money.  

Please keep practicing those addition and subtraction facts!  We will learn the 

subtraction facts the same way we learned the addition facts and subtraction is 

usually more challenging for the children.    

 

Saxon Math Level  3 – Students should know how to count by 3’s to 30, 7’s to 70, 

and 12’s to 120.  Before the end of the month, they should be able to count by 4’s to 

40. You can begin working on their multiplication facts (x0, x1, x7 and x10).  If your 

child did not reach 25 on a fact assessment, keep practicing those facts until your child 

knows the facts without counting. Check your child’s returned work and help them 

learn from any errors. 

 

Spelling Mastery Level B – Second graders are more than half way through the book and most all 

students are doing very well.  Mastery of material with the program is 85% or better and most children 

are at that mark or above that mark. 

 

Core Knowledge 
 

Literature --- In Literature this month, our focus will be on reading several Iktomi 

stories.  Iktomi is a Native American trickster and the students usually enjoy the 

stories very much.  We will also be reading the following stories: Beauty and the 

Beast, The Emperor’s New Clothes and The Fisherman and His Wife. Our sayings 

are Don’t Judge a book by its cover, and Two heads are better than one.  

 

 
 

History/Geography – This month is all about immigration 

and citizenship.  The students learn about America, the “land of opportunity” 

and why people from other countries wanted to come here.  They will study 

about Ellis Island and the Statue of Liberty.  We will learn the meaning of “E 

Pluribus Unum” and end the month with a study of citizenship and what it 

means to be a citizen of our nation. 

 

 

 

 

Science: Core Knowledge Science – This month the students will learn all about 

the Digestive and the Excretory System.  They will learn the functions of each 

system as well as study about cells.  Our month will end with a short study about 

Nutrition and ways to keep your body healthy.   

 
 


