
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear families, 

If April showers bring May flowers, what do 
Mayflowers bring?  Pilgrims! 

According to The Old Farmer’s Almanac, May 
is named for the Roman goddess Maia, who 

oversaw the growth of plants.  It is also 

from the Latin word maiores (elders) who 
were celebrated during this month. 

Here are some other interesting facts about 
May: 

 In any given year, no month ever 
begins or ends on the same day of the 
week as May does. 

 May’s birthstone is the emerald which 

is emblematic of love and success. 

 May was once considered a bad luck 
month to get married.  There is a poem 
that says “Marry in May and you’ll rue 
the day.” 

 The United Kingdom celebrates May as 
the National Smile Month. 

 On May 1, 1931, the Empire State 
Building was officially opened. 

May is the last full month of the school year.  
Students can easily begin to lose focus as 

summer vacation approaches.  Please 
continue to encourage your child to work 
hard right through the end of the school 
year.  Now is not the time to fall behind on 
school work.  As the weather gets nicer, it’s 
important to be able to get outside and 
enjoy it. 

Thank you for giving me the privilege of 
working with your child this year.  Can you 

believe they’ll be in middle school next 
year?!? 

Mr. Fager 
fagermatthew@aasd.k12.wi.us 

 

 

 

What We’re Learning 
 
English 

Our final book of the year, The Old Man 
and the Sea, earned its author, Ernest 
Hemingway, the Pulitzer Prize in 1953 
and played a large part in his winning 
the 1954 Nobel Prize for literature.  It is 

the story of an old Cuban fisherman, 
down on his luck, and his battle with a 
giant marlin far out in the Gulf Stream. 

 
 

Science 
Our last unit is about the circulatory and 
lymphatic systems of the body.  It 
concludes with each student presenting 
on an assigned disease. 
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Classical School 
Building a just and excellent educational foundation 

History 
 Students conclude the year with a unit 

on urbanization during the late 1800s.  

They will study the problems and 
solutions associated with large cities as 
the industrial revolution and 
immigration were in full swing. 

 
Writing 

This month, students will be writing 
their final commonplace essay defending 
peacemakers.  Also, they will write an 
art critique on Raphael’s The School of 
Athens. 

 

 

Spelling Words 
 criticize, marriage, restaurant, 

dependent 
 

Greek & Latin Roots 
monos    alone, solitary 
rideo, risum   laugh, make fun of 

laboro, laboratum work 
durus     hard to the touch, 

strong, difficult 

barbarous   foreign 
orthos     straight, correct 

 
Sayings 

 The leopard doesn’t change his spots. 
 A tempest in a teapot 
 Touche! 
 Tenderfoot 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Important Dates 
 
May 16 Spring Elementary Orchestra 

and Band Concert, 6:00 

May 13-17 Box Tops contest 

May 27  No School – Memorial Day 

May 31 Field Trip – Old World 
Wisconsin (all day) 

June 5   8th Grade Graduation, 7:00 

June 6   Minds in Motion 

June 7   Last day of school 
    School assembly, 8:10 

    Early dismissal, 11:17 

 

 


