
Welcome Back! 

Dear Parents, 

 Welcome to a new year, and sixth grade!  I am looking forward to a great 

school year at Classical.  The 2019-2020 school year will be my ninth year as a 

teacher, and I am over the moon about being back at Classical. I look forward to 

having a great year with all the new sixth graders! ☺    

 I have high expectations for all sixth graders this year.  The leap from fifth 

to sixth grade can be intimidating, but I know that as a class we will be successful! 

As your child is quickly approaching middle school, they will begin to experience 

more responsibility as the year continues.  I am here for each and every student 

along the way, and I look forward to all the successes this year! If you EVER have 

any questions throughout the year, please feel free to call me at school or send me 

an e-mail; I will respond back as soon as I am able to.   

 Studying will continue to be a nightly occurrence as your child enters sixth 

grade and transitions into middle school.  Students should be reviewing the content 

taught in class every night.  This will help with automaticity when approaching a 

unit test or essay, and will also help build time management and study skills.  

English: This year, students will begin by reviewing literary elements. This mini 

unit will last less than a week and will conclude with the introduction of analytical 

writing. The second half of September will focus on Greek Mythology; a favorite 

unit for many sixth graders.  

Grammar: Sixth grade does not use the Shurley Grammar textbooks like years past. 

☺ Grammar will be broken into different units. In September, we will be focusing on 

Capitalization and Punctuation; which is a review for all students!   

History: In September, History will cover a variety to areas. We will begin studying 

deserts in the world. After this, we will begin to study Middle Eastern geography 

and World Religions. These three mini-units will be a lot of information in a short 

amount of time. The earlier students begin building their nightly reviewing and study 

skills, the better they will feel for the rest of the year.  



Spelling: Spelling is incorporated with our ELA block in 6th grade, so students no 

longer complete lessons from the Spelling Mastery program. Students will receive 

8-10 words at the beginning of each month and will have a cumulative test at the end 

of each month. There will also be small spelling assignments throughout the year, but 

no nightly assignments like in years past.   

Writing: Students will continue working with the Writing Rhetoric program they 

began in 5th grade. The writing program in sixth grade focuses on review concepts 

from last year, as well as the introduction of writing a formal thesis for and against 

different opinions and viewpoints.   

Greek and Latin Roots: In sixth grade, students will learn a total of 62 Greek and 

Latin Roots. Two new roots will be introduced every week and will be reviewed 

throughout the week. It is important to remember to keep up with the memorization 

of all the roots. Students are expected to know each root, its’ meaning, an example 

word, and if it is Greek or Latin. There will be a test or quiz at the end of each month 

which will also be cumulative.  

Science: Students will be using a NEW science program this year. Since this is our 

first year using this program, we are still working as a team for appropriate pacing. 

We will begin the year by studying the scientific method and scientific explanations. 

At the conclusion of this unit, we will begin to study Life Structures and Functions, 

while focusing on classifying and exploring life.   

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to e-mail us at 

elmsarielle@aasd.k12.wi.us or lindandrew@aasd.k12.wi.us.  I am always open to e-mail 

communication, as well as by phone during the school day.  

I look forward to a great year together! 

Sincerely, 

 

Mr. Lind  
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