
                                                                                                     
 

                                                                                                    
January Newsletter 

Grade 1 

 

Happy New Year to all of you! Welcome back to school.  We hope your families had a wonderful  

winter break.   January will be an exciting month with some interesting topics, and report cards coming 

home! 

 

The geography, culture, people and traditions of Mexico will be explored this month.  A review of the 

Maya and Aztec cultures from December will also be included in our lessons.                                                                 

                                                                                                                  
In literature, the poetry selections for January are “Wynken, Blynken and Nod” and “My Shadow”.  

We will discuss common fairy tale elements and listen to several favorite fairy tales, among these are 

Sleeping Beauty, Rumpelstiltskin and Rapunzel.  The sayings for this month are “Hit the Nail on the 

Head” and “Land of Nod”. 

                                                                    

The Solar System is the theme for science during the month of January.  Students will be introduced to 

the solar system and Earth, our home in space.  They will learn about the sun and position of the planets 

in relation to the sun.  They will also learn about the moon and stars.  Our study of astronomy would not 

be complete without our trip to the Barlow Planetarium.  More information will be coming home soon 

about this trip.       

                                                                                 
 

In spelling, we will be working with words that have the /ll/ sound at the end, and words with the /zz/ 

sound spelled with the letter s.  Be sure to go over the words that your child misspells on their test. Our 

next test will be the week of January 12th.  The exact date is written on the test itself.  Pay special 

attention to the exact date each time your child brings home their graded test. 

 

In grammar, we have been identifying the complete subject and complete predicate in the sentences 

that we are classifying.  This month, we will be matching subject and predicate parts to form sentences 

that make sense, identifying sentences or fragments, and correcting sentence fragments by adding a 

missing subject or predicate. 

 

The Saxon 1 math group will focus on writing money amounts and paying for items using dimes and 

pennies, tallying, counting by 5, and using a ruler to draw line segments. Fact practice will include 

adding and subtracting 2, as well as a review of previous facts. The Saxon 2 math group will focus on 

adding 2 digit numbers with regrouping, writing fractions, completing 100 addition facts within 5 

minutes., reading a thermometer to the nearest 2 degrees, and subtraction facts –0, -1, and –2. 

 

All students are doing well in reading.  Hopefully your child had some time over the winter  break to 

read some fun books.  Horizons B has a test every tenth lesson.   The words per passage will continue to 

increase from now on until the end of the year.  We are at 60 words per minute and will end the year 

with  86 words per minute.  It is important to keep an eye on your child’s  time because it is difficult to 



increase pace without making errors.   Reading  Mastery  has a checkout every 5th lesson and a written 

test every 10 lessons.  Please continue to check over your child’s homework each night and have them 

read the next day’s story and word lists aloud.  
 
 
¡Hola!  During the month of January, we will be learning words for setting the table and starting 
a unit on body parts.  Please send a PHOTO of your child for a Spanish project. This photo 
should be of the student’s WHOLE BODY so that they can label their head, arms, stomach, 
legs, feet, etc. in Spanish.  Photos must be either 3” x 5” or 4” x 6”.  Here is a link to more 
specific words/phrases you can review at home with your child(ren):  http://bit.ly/2MhXhTg  
~Sra. Cihlar 
 

 
The end of the 2nd quarter is January 17th.  There will be no school on Monday, January 20th.  Report 

cards will be coming home with your child on January 24th.   

 

Looking ahead toward February, we would like to remind you of two things.  First, the children will 

have a spring concert on the evening of February 11th.  Secondly, we would like to remind you of the 

Valentine procedures in our family handbook:  Please be sure to include a card for each student in the 

classroom to avoid hurt feelings by leaving some students out.  Students may include one small, 

inexpensive prize per Valentine card such as a pencil, or small set of stickers. No candy, please.  Our 

classrooms will be passing out valentines on the afternoon of the 14th.    Please observe the above 

requests in regard to Valentine’s Day.  Thank you. 

 

Mrs. Osorio,  Mrs. DeGoey       

  

http://bit.ly/2MhXhTg

