
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parents: 

 

In December, we learned a lot about Europe.  We also learned quite a bit about France including 

the Eiffel Tower, the Arc of Triumph, and some of the different artists and how they painted.  

Magnets were supposed to be a topic in December, but we will spend a few more days finishing 

up this area of science this month.  It was a great way to start the year.  Kids love magnets!  We 

have done some great hands on experiments. 

 

January brings some exciting topics too. In science, our focus this month is weather and we will 

continue our unit on magnets.  We do talk about weather all school year; we take time this month 

to learn specifically about thermometers and clouds.  We also take some time to discuss the 

saying:  Raining cats and dogs.  Our geography focus is on the continents of Antarctica and 

Africa.  I have a few activities planned with penguins, and the children will learn many facts 

about the Emperor penguin. We will also cover the people of Africa this month. This is a lot to 

cover, but we try to stay busy. It is possible that our activities will take part of February too. 

 

Every student is able (not required) to bring a sweater or sweatshirt to leave at school for times 

when our room is a little chilly.  The temperature is usually fairly consistent in here, but 

sometimes when the front door is being opened a lot we can get a little chill in the classroom 

(especially when we are sitting on the carpet).  I like to keep the classroom doors open whenever 

possible and a sweater or sweatshirt would help keep the little ones more toasty. Many students 

also need a change of clothes. Every child should also have a lip balm in his/her backpack. 

Chapped lips are no fun! 

 

100th Day! Believe it or not, but the 100th day of school is fast approaching! In honor of the 100th 

day, we are going to be collaborating with our police liaison officer Matthew Anderson in 

helping to feed our community. We are going to attempt to collect 100 jars of peanut (or other 

nut) butter and jelly (no glass jars please).  We did this last year and along with Mrs. Bomann’s 

class, so this is a very attainable goal with 52 students.  On the 100th day, two police officers will 

visit our class, answer our questions, and allow us to fill the squad car with our donation.  The 

students loved this project last year and I am certain they will love it this year.  I will introduce 

this project next week to the students.   

 

Snacks- Thank you to those families that sent a second round of snacks to school  If you didn’t 

please do so. 

 

Horizons A- We have made huge progress this year, but we could always have more progress.  

It is recommended that parent and child read every evening for progress to continue. I have been 

very encouraged by the overall reading scores on the past two tests.  Keep up the great work!    

Most students did a nice job reviewing over the break, but a handful of students returned a little 

bit rusty. We can refocus now, shake off that dust and we can look forward to the next test. Our 

next test will be after lesson 79.  Sometimes we have a review day before the test, but not 

always. Please remember that the letter “c” will only use its hard sound in kindergarten 

 

 



(like in the word car). Next year they will learn the rule about when “c’ makes a soft sound. I 

will be introducing the combinations of ol and or soon. These rules occur in words like sold, 

mold, for, and form. For those of you looking for extra practice ideas, you could give your child 

a letter sound and have him/her write it down.  This is a completely different skill than just 

saying the sound when seeing the letter.  Also, remember that the students are given instructions 

when we are spelling. If a word ends with an “e” students will be given the direction to put the 

“e” at the end if there is a letter name sound in the word. This goes the same for words that have 

combinations. 

 

Saxon K Math- Math is going very well. I have recently introduced telling time to the hour and 

next week we will start to the half hour. Practice at home is always a good idea. I have also 

introduced geoboards to the children.  We work with patterns and shapes on these boards.  Most 

of the children have accomplished counting to 100, but some students still need work.  Please 

have your child count for you at home (or in the car), if necessary. We have also begun working 

with money.  All children need to know about the dime, nickel, penny, and quarter.  We are 

working on identifying the coins and have begun learning to count money. Coins are usually 

very difficult for students in this group.  

 

Math & Reading with Mrs. Bomann 

Reading Horizons AB (Bomann):  We started up at lesson 67 as we returned to 

school.  The next test is scheduled for January 9th **this is the first test that will have 

an error and time limit.  We do not emphasize the timing with the children, but it 

will tell us if there is a fluency issues.   An increase in fluency will be necessary for 

some students.  This means reading smoothly and a little faster.  Fluency helps with 

comprehension. So…if your child is reading slow and haltingly, they need more 

practice – usually, this means rereading a sentence again.  

Math Saxon 1 (Bomann): In math, we will continue to work on dimes and pennies 

and we practice counting them.  We are doing a lot of counting: counting by 2’s to 

20 and then backward again, counting odd numbers from 1-21 which are increasing 

the amount of “adding 2” math facts.  Some students will need to practice these as 

part of your homework routine if they are taking more than 2 minutes during the 

in-class fact assessments.   

 

 

(This next announcement is for those of you who like to plan ahead): 

 

Announcement from the Classical Columns:  We will participate in Valentine’s Day, so 

please read this carefully.  I will send home a new directory page for class names. Please do 

not feel like you have to do cards at all, but if you do include everyone and start early so 

that each child can complete his/her own cards.  You could even consider making 

homemade cards to practice cutting, gluing, writing, etc.   

 

VALENTINE’S DAY CARDS 



At Classical School, each classroom has its own practices for days that are celebrated.  

If your child’s classroom is participating in a Valentine’s Day celebration, we ask 

parents to observe the following requests: 

• Please be sure to include a card for each student in the classroom to avoid hurt feelings 

by leaving some students out. 

 

 

If you ever have any questions, please contact me. 

 

 

Robyn Hernandez Nagreen 


