
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear families, 

The Three princes of Serendip, a Persian 
fairy tale, is one of the earliest detective 
stories in existence.  It tells of how three 
princes track down a missing camel through 

luck and good fortune.  Serendip, the 
Persian word for Sri Lanka, is the origin of 

the English word, serendipity, an aptitude 
for making desirable discoveries by 
accident, good fortune, or luck. 

The “Law of Serendipity” states 

Lady Luck favors the one who tries. 

Abraham Lincoln, one of the best American 
presidents, is often noted as having 

numerous failures in his career.  Here is a 
common list of the failures of Abraham 

Lincoln (along with a few success): 

1831 Lost his job 
1832 Defeated in run for Illinois State 

Legislature 
1833 Failed in business 
1834 Elected to Illinois State 

Legislature (success) 
1835 Sweetheart died 
1836 Had nervous breakdown 
1838 Defeated in run for Illinois House 

Speaker 

1843 Defeated in run for nomination for 
U.S. Congress 

1846 Elected to Congress (success) 
1848 Lost re-nomination 
1849 Rejected for land officer position 
1854 Defeated in run for U.S. Senate 
1856 Defeated in run for nomination for 

Vice President 

1858 Again defeated in run for U.S. 
Senate 

1860 Elected President (success) 

Abraham Lincoln is often used as an 
example to inspire people to persevere in 

the face of setbacks or defeats.  In my 
classroom I often use the phrase, “Today is 

a great day to make a mistake.”  We all 
make mistakes.  The key is how we respond 
to those mistakes.  Do we have a growth 
mindset?  Will we embrace challenges and 
mistakes? 

Some points to ponder, taken from 
www.mindsetkit.org: 

 Many students shy away from 
challenging schoolwork and get 

discouraged quickly when they make 
mistakes.  These students are at a 
significant disadvantage in school—and 
in life more generally—because they end 
up avoiding the most difficult work. 

 Successful entrepreneurs make more 
mistakes and learn from their mistakes. 

 Making mistakes is one of the most 
useful ways to learn in math.  Our 
brains develop when we make a mistake 
and think about the mistake.  This brain 

activity doesn’t happen when people get 
work correct. 

Have a great month! 

Mr. Fager 
fagermatthew@aasd.k12.wi.us 
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Classical School 
Building a just and excellent educational foundation 

What We’re Learning 

 

Science 
This month, students will be traveling 
(mentally) outside our solar system as 
they study stars and galaxies.  They will 
also be working on their science fair 
projects.  Our science fair is scheduled 
for Tuesday, March 24.  All students in 
grades 7-8 are expected to attend. 

 
Geometry 

Topics in Geometry this month include: 
transformations (translations, 

reflections, rotations), circles (tangents, 
equation, exterior angles, chord length), 
surface areas and volumes of cones and 
spheres, trigonometric identities, and 
transformation matrices. 

 

 

Important Dates 
 
Feb. 1   Forensics Practice Meet 

Feb. 8   Forensics Meet 

Feb. 21  No School 

Feb. 24  No School 

Feb. 29  Forensics Meet 

Mar. 24  Science Fair 

 

Homework Help 
Homework help is available after school 
until 3:45 every Tuesday-Thursday. 


