
 
Dear Parents, 

 

I would like to welcome you and your child to a new school year!  I am looking forward to a 

successful year, and I know you are too. This is my first year teaching fourth grade at 

Classical School. You may recognize me as your child’s kindergarten and first grade reading 

teacher or as a Classical parent. I love this school and the people in it. I am so happy to be 

working with your child! 

 

I have high expectations for your child, and I will do my part to help your child achieve all 

goals.  Fourth grade is a challenging year due to our rigorous curriculum as well as the various 

responsibilities of the students as they get older.  I encourage the students to maintain a 

diligent work ethic and accept their challenges with grace.  Most importantly, each child 

needs to believe in himself/herself, and success will follow.  I am here for your child every 

step of the way!  

 

Study skills and strategies are major components of fourth grade.  We encourage studying 

because continuous review of content helps ensure a solid knowledge foundation.   

 

Math: Fourth graders are ability grouped for math as in previous years. I teach Saxon 54, 

and Mrs. Sonntag teaches Saxon 65.  Review of math facts and basic computation skills will 

be helpful as students get started with their first lessons in their respective math classes. 

 

Reading: Fourth graders are ability grouped for reading as in previous years. Focus will 

continue to be on fluency and comprehension skills.  My reading class will begin the year with 

Reading Mastery V. Mrs. Sonntag’s reading class will begin the year with Reading Mastery IV. 

 

Spelling Mastery D: Students will complete lessons out of a workbook as well as take tests.  

To prepare for tests, students should review the spelling list in the back of the workbook as 

well as study their spelling rules.  I will send home a study list for the entire year to be kept 

at home for studying purposes. 

 

Grammar: Using the Shurley English program, we begin with a review of capitalization and 

punctuation rules as well as a review of synonym and antonym definitions. After this review, 

we will begin classifying “pattern one” sentences. 

 

Writing: We do not use a specific writing program but rather follow the guidelines of the 

Core Knowledge Sequence as well as features of Excellence in Writing.  Our writing focus for 

September will be elements of poetry and poem creation. 



Sayings and Phrases: We will be studying 34 sayings and phrases throughout the school year.  

I will introduce one saying per week.  We will discuss the meaning of each saying as well as 

the appropriate times to use the sayings in daily life.   

 

Handwriting: Students will continue their practice of cursive.  We will practice lower and 

upper case letters three times per week.  For first semester, certain assignments will need 

to be completed in cursive as we transition students to an all-cursive requirement starting 

second semester. Students will be given a formal grade on their report cards for handwriting. 

 

Roots: We will be studying 50 Greek and Latin roots throughout the school year. We will 

study one to two roots per week, and students are responsible for knowing the meanings and 

origins of each root.  Knowledge of their roots will be a cumulative process, so consistent 

review is important. 

 

Science: We begin the year with the study of meteorology. We will focus on clouds, layers of 

the atmosphere, air pressure, and forecasting to name a few topics. Meteorology will be a 

great springboard for our other science topics this year. 

 

History/Geography: We begin the year with a review of continents, oceans, hemispheres, and 

map scales. The concepts of latitude, longitude, and time zones will be introduced this year.    

 

Curriculum Connections: Please keep in mind that using the syllabus as a guide for gift 

shopping would be a wonderful idea!  Students get so excited when they have a book, item, or 

costume that goes along with our curriculum!   

 

If you have any questions, concerns, or other information, please feel free to email me at  

millerlaura@aasd.k12.wi.us.  Mrs. Sonntag’s email is sonntagdebra@aasd.k12.wi.us if you need 

to reach her for any questions or concerns.  It is truly important to maintain open 

communication for the success of the educational environment. 

 

I am pleased to have this wonderful opportunity of working with your child, and I look 

forward to an enjoyable and productive year! 

 

Sincerely, 

Mrs. Miller            
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