
 

Welcome  

to 3rd Grade! 
 We are looking forward to the upcoming year with high expectations for 

this third grade class.  A new school year creates a lot of excitement. We want to 

see this exuberant momentum maintained throughout the school year. Parents, 

with your participation in and out of the classroom we can anticipate a special 

year in your child’s school career.   

Necessary Notes for the First Week 
 

 The assignment notebook is a key component to 
your child’s success.  Please sign it every evening.  
We are asking the children to record every  
assignment even if it is completed in class so you 
can be aware of their daily work and help study for 
tests.  What a good lifelong habit to start now! 

 

 All of the student’s textbooks need to be covered 
by the end of the second week of school.  Please 
use a paper cover as the stretchy ones are ruining 
the bindings on the books. 

 

 If the students are using a novel for language arts, 
the book will need to be kept in a plastic envelope.  
This is critical for keeping our books nice since we 
cannot always get a replacement copy in the same 
edition. 

 

We are 

looking for 

parents  

willing to do 

office work from home. 

This would primarily  

include grading fact tests 

and stapling. Please let us 

know if you are interested. 

 

Thank you! 

Mrs. Alba 

    Please feel free to contact us with any concerns. Our  

    email addresses are crownhartjessi@aasd.k12.wi.us and   

    albakristy@aasd.k12.wi.us  respectively.  We check 

    our emails when we can during the day and definitely by 

the end of the day. Our school phone number is 832-4968. Please leave a message 

and we will return your call at our earliest convenience. You may also leave a 

message in your child’s assignment notebook. We check those every morning. 
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 Please refer to your child’s assignment notebook for 

information regarding each day’s assignments. 

 

 Expect homework every night. 

 

 Most often your child will have to complete reading and math. 

 

 Spelling lists should be studied a few times each week. 

 

 Students should expect more homework starting 3rd quarter. 

Grading Scale 
 

 

 

A+ 100 

A 93-99 

A- 90-92 

B+ 87-89 

B 83-86 

B- 80-82 

C+ 77-79 

C 73-76 

C- 70-72 

D+ 67-69 

D 63-66 

D- 60-62 

F Below 60 

      

A foundation in the basic math 
facts is so essential, so please 
make it a priority to practice 
these at home with your  
children throughout the year. 

In the afternoons there will 
be a 15 minute study hall. 
During these 15 minutes,  
students will be expected to 
work on any homework that 
they may have for that  
particular day. If a student 
has finished all of the  
homework for that day, they 
will be allowed to read a 
book.  Please make sure that 
your child has a book to read 
if their homework is  
completed.  



 

Absences 
 

 If you need to report an absence or are taking your 

child out of school for an extended time, please  

report this to the office.  

 Homework is collected throughout the day and 

written on a Absent Student  sheet. The sheet and 

all necessary materials will be in the school office 

at the end of the school day. 

 For each day the student is absent he/she has 

three days to make up all work before it falls under 

the “Late Work Policy” of Classical School;  

however, the faster the student makes up the 

work, the easier it is for him/her to keep up with 

current work 

 Students may be asked at times to stay in for  

recesses while completing absent work. Although 

they work on these assignments during the school 

day, it is also important they work on them in the 

evening as well. 

 

                      Brag Tags  
 

 Brag tags are earned when the teacher notices a choice or behavior that is 

done by a student that exceeds expectations. Brag tags can be earned for many 

things. Some of these include: Helping Others, Good Listening, Magnificent  

Manners, etc. We strongly believe in positive reinforcement in our classrooms, 

and this is one method that we will use this year to encourage the positive  

choices and hard work. Look for more information about brag tags in the take 

home folder on the first day of school! 

 

 

 

 Our  3rd grade  

homerooms are lucky to have 

a student intern in our  

classrooms during the school 

year! Kathleen Rickman is a 

senior at Appleton North 

High School and a former 

student of Classical School! 

She will  

primarily be assisting in Mrs. 

Alba’s classroom in the after-

noons. I’m sure you will hear 

great things about her from 

your students! Welcome, 

Kathleen! 



  

This year our class will be using the Zaner-Bloser Handwriting program.  

Recent research shows that handwriting instruction helps improve  

children’s reading and writing skills. For over 70 years, the Zaner-Bloser 

Handwriting program has been the most widely-used and classroom-tested 

program in the United States. 

Our third grade program will cover all uppercase and lowercase  

letters. We will review manuscript writing skills and then turn our  

attention to cursive handwriting. Our class will focus on legibility, paying special attention to the shape 

and size of each letter, as well as spacing between them. Along the way we will practice writing quickly 

and neatly—skills that will help children throughout their academic career. 

As children’s handwriting improves, so will their confidence. Children want to share their thoughts,  

feelings, and ideas with their family and friends. I have included a copy of the Zaner-Bloser alphabet for 

you to have a t home when your child is writing. Remember to encourage their best effort; children 

should not be expected to write perfectly all the time. 



 

Literature  
 

The emphasis will be on the enjoyment 

of poetry and stories and the  

appreciation of the beauty of the  

language.   Specifically we will be  

listening to Native American legends 

and reading the poems “Catch a Little 

Rhyme” and “Trees”.  

History 
 

Our studies will include the early Native 

Americans’ progression into North 

America, becoming familiar with the 

Inuit and Anasazi cultures and looking 

in detail at specific tribes.  Along with 

this unit the students will be writing their 

own Native American legend. 

Handwriting  
 

We will be practicing our handwriting 

this year.  I’m sure that all of the children 

are excited to learn how to write in  

cursive.  Please note that all children will 

be asked to use proper formation of all 

the letters.  We will also be paying close 

attention to the four keys to legibility—

size, shape, slant, and space.  Attached 

to this newsletter is a guide for parents 

that shows the proper formation of both 

lower and upper case letters.  In order 

facilitate the transition to fourth grade 

next year, we will slowly phase in  

homework and assignments to be com-

pleted in cursive.  

Science  
 

We will concentrate on the classification 

of animals and be studying the terms:   

ectothermic, endothermic, vertebrates 

and invertebrates.  The students will be 

learning the differences among the 

mammals, reptiles, amphibians, fish and 

birds. 

Geography 
 

The continents and major oceans will be 

on the top of our list to locate and know 

as well as other geographic terms. 

Shurley Grammar  
 

We are anxious to hear how well the  

students remember the jingles from last 

year. Third grade covers sentence pat-

terns 1, 2, and 3. We begin the year re-

viewing information taught during first 

and second grades.  

Spelling 
 

The third grade students will be working 

in Spelling Mastery C this year. A list of 

words that your child may study from will 

be sent home.  Students will have tests 

after every four lessons. 



 

Snacks & 

new AASD Birthday Treat policy 
 

3rd grade students are welcome to bring a snack each day to eat during a designated 

time each morning. However, according to the new 

AASD policy, students are  

NO LONGER ALLOWED to bring in treats for their 

birthdays. Students are still allowed to bring in a snack 

for themselves to eat during snack time.  

 
 

  Unlike 2nd grade, snacks are usually eaten during instructional time.  

• Snacks should be easy to eat 

• Snacks should only take a few minutes to eat 

• Snacks should be easy to clean up 

• Snacks should be healthy (please no chips or candy) 

 

 

 


